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c Preface 

“Professor  Ben”  he  was  to  hundreds  of  gills  and  young  women  who 
came  under  his  tutelage  over  a  period  of  35  years  or  more  devoted  to 
educational  work.  They  were  his  students  at  the  old  Asheville  Fe¬ 
male  College,  Asheville,  N.  C.,  from  1879  to  1894;  Pryor  Institute,  co¬ 
educational,  Jasper,  Tenn.,  1894-1896;  Oakland  High  School,  coeduca¬ 
tional,  Gastonia,  N.  C.,  1896-1898;  Athens  Female  College,  Athens,  Tenn., 
1898-1899;  Martin  College,  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  1900-1902,  and  Logan  Col¬ 
lege  for  Young  Ladies,  Russellville,  Ky.,  1902-1909.  These  men  and 
women,  scattered  throughout  the  Southern  and  midwestern  States,  are 
now  (1947) — many  of  them  grandparents.  Many  of  them  have,  of 
course,  passed  on.  Almost  without  exception  they  were  his  devoted 
friends  throughout  life.  Those  with  whom  we  have  come  in  contact 
in  the  years  since  his  death  have  continued  to  manifest  a  lasting  and 
even  a  growing  devotion  to  his  memory.  That  his  life  on  campus  and 
street,  as  well  as  in  chapel  and  school  room,  exerted  a  great  and 
lasting  influence  on  many  hundreds  of  lives  is  our  firm  conviction. 

In  the  summer  of  1896  father  came  to  Gastonia  to  establish  a 
high  school  for  the  Methodists.  This  was  known,  during  its  existance 
of  five  years,  as  Oakland  High  School,  the  site  being  that  on  which 
Central  grade  school  now  stands  on  South  Oakland  street  and  Sec¬ 
ond  avenue.  He  had  charge  of  this  school  two  years,  1896-97  and 
1897-98,  and  was  followed  by  Prof.  J.  H.  Separk,  who  headed  it  for 
the  next  three  years.  The  school  was  then  bought  by  the  town  of 
Gastonia  and  was  the  first  unit  in  the  present  city  school  system 
comprised  of  a  high  school,  a  junior  high  school  and  five  or  six  gram¬ 
mar  schools.  It  was  his  knowledge  of  and  attachment  to  Gastonia 
gained  during  these  two  years  of  teaching  here  that  induced  him  in 
the  fall  of  1906  to  purchase  from  W.  F.  Marshall,  The  Gastonia 
Gazette,  then  a  semi-weekly,  and  place  us  in  charge  of  the  publica¬ 
tion,  a  relationship  that  continues  after  the  lapse  of  40  years.  He 
believed  Gastonia  had  a  future,  and  his  vision  in  that  regard  has  been 
justified  by  the  developing  events  of  the  passing  years.  It  was  his 
intention,  within  a  year  or  two  from  the  time  of  purchasing  the  news¬ 
paper,  to  give  up  teaching  and  devote  the  remainder  of  his  life  to 
his  newspaper.  He  had  built  a  comfortable  home  here  and  his  plans 
were  fairly  definite.  But,  as  he  was  often  heard  to  quote,  “Man 
proposes,  but  God  disposes,”  and  his  sudden  death  in  1909  nullified 
all  his  plans. 

Benjamin  Elberfield  Atkins  was  a  born  teacher.  That  he  came 
to  devote  his  life,  however,  to  classroom  instruction  and  the  executive 
work  of  managing  schools  was  largely  an  accident.  He  had,  in  early 
life,  intended  to  practice  law  and  actually  gathered  together  and  studied 
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numbers  of  volumes  on  the  fundamentals  of  legal  knowledge  such  as 
Blackstone,  Kent,  Chitty,  Reeves  and  others.  A  page  and  a  half  near 
the  front  of  Volume  1  of  his  diary  is  devoted  to  a  list  of  law  books 
which  he  had  either  acquired  or  was  planning  to  study,  covering  every 
phase  of  legal  knowledge  as  it  was  developed  in  his  day. 

Coming  on  the  scene  as  a  young  man  in  the  dark  days  of  the 
Reconstruction  period,  his  father  having  lost  all  his  worldly  goods, 
father  found  it  necessary,  as  did  thousands  of  young  men  in  the  South 
of  that  day,  to  teach  school  in  order  to  secure  funds  with  which  to  pay 
his  way  through  college.  He  would  teach  a  year  or  a  term,  save  his 
meagre  earning  as  a  country  school  teacher  (and  they  were  exceedingly 
meagre,  to  be  sure)  and  then  go  to  college  a  term.  During  his  senior 
year  at  Emory  &  Henry  College  he  carried  his  full  course  of  study 
while  teaching  in  the  Chatata  Academy  at  Chatata,  Tenn.,  went  to 
Emory  &  Henry  in  May,  stood  and  passed  all  his  examinations  and 
graduated  with  honor.  Indicative  of  his  extreme  modesty  is  the  ex¬ 
clusion  from  any  mention  in  his  diary  of  the  fact  that  he  won  both 
the  writer’s  medal  and  the  mathematics  medal  at  Emory  &  Henry. 
Later  he  received  his  master’s  degree  from  that  institution.  In  the 
course  of  this  period  of  tiding-over-teaching  he  became  so  enamored 
of  the  profession  that  he  decided  to  abandon  his  purpose  to  study  law 
and  make  teaching  his  life  work.  That  last  year  proved  such  a  strain 
on  his  physical  strength  that  he  probably  never  entirely  recovered  from 
its  effects.  During  his  entire  adult  life  he  was  anything  but  strong 
physically,  though  he  lost  but  little  time  from  his  work  by  reason  of 
illness. 

He  taught  principally  Latin,  Greek  and  mathematics.  He  was  a 
master  of  the  latter  and  revelled  in  difficult  problems,  whether  in 
arithmetic,  algebra,  trigonometry,  calculus  or  mechanics.  In  his  letter 
files  are  acknowledgements  from  Prof.  E.  A.  Wentworth,  author  of 
the  Wentworth  series  of  mathematical  studies,  and  others  with  refer¬ 
ences  to  errors  he  had  discovered  in  their  texts  and  suggestions  he 
had  made  as  to  problems.  He  was  also  a  student  of  astronomy, 
with  which  subject  he  was  quite  familiar.  He  taught  at  times  history 
and  moral  philosophy.  At  his  funeral  his  brother,  the  late  Bishop  James 
Atkins,  who  delivered  the  principal  eulogy  at  the  obsequies,  said, 
“Ben  was  the  greatest  teacher  I  ever  knew.  He  could  have  filled 
any  chair  in  any  college  or  university  in  the  country.”  That,  of  course, 
was  the  tribute  of  a  brother  and  as  such  mayhap  was  tinged  to  some 
degree  with  prejudice,  but  his  brother  had  been  closely  associated  with 
him  for  many  years  in  educational  work  and  knew  his  capabilities. 

It  was  not  alone,  however,  his  power  to  impart  knowledge  and 
train  young  people  how  to  study  that  made  him  a  great  teacher.  It 
was  his  calm,  serene  spirit,  his  attitude  of  tolerance  even  towards  those 
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whom  he  did  not  admire  or  even  like,  that  stamped  him  as  a  great 
soul.  It  was  his  spirit  of  gentleness  and  of  patience,  and  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  human  nature,  a  comprehension  of  his  students’  limitations 
of  whatever  type,  that  enabled  him  to  exert  an  influence  on  the  campus, 
in  chapel  and  elsewhere  outside  the  classroom  that  left  a  lasting 
impression  upon  those  whose  lives  he  touched  as  a  teacher.  Search 
of  his  diary,  where  are  recorded  the  most  intimate  facts  if  his  life, 
fails  to  furnish  a  single  instance  of  bitterness,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that,  through  the  faults  of  others,  he  lost  most  of  his  worldly 
savings. 

Highlight  of  father’s  life,  is  our  estimation,  is  found  in  the 
“comeback”  he  staged.  At  50  he  was  completely  “broke,”  had  lost  his 
home  and  everything  of  a  material  kind,  save  only  his  “household  goods” 
as  he  mentions  in  his  diary;  he  was  without  a  job,  without  money, 
without  any  tangible  prospect  of  any  future.  He  went  to  Texas  in 
search  of  school  work  and  failed  to  find  it.  He  lived  for  a  whole 
year  in  a  four-room  cabin  he  had  built  largely  with  his  own  hands 
from  materials  secured  from  a  home  he  had  once  owned.  It  was 
located  on  a  corner  of  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law,  ’Squire  Billy 
Day,  near  Cleveland,  Tenn.  During  that  year  he  taught  his  three 
girls,  being  unable  to  send  them  to  school.  He  went  to  the  woods 
and  chopped  cordwood  with  which  to  cook  and  warm  the  house.  He 
helped  on  the  farm.  He  was  forced  to  borrow  small  sums  of  money 
to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door.  The  average  man,  up  against  such 
a  stone  wall  at  50,  has  quit.  But  not  Ben  Atkins.  He  had  courage. 
He  had  a  sense  of  responsibility.  He  had,  despite  physical  incapac¬ 
ities,  an  indomitable  will,  a  will  to  win  that  would  not  be  denied. 
He  also  had  friends  who  stood  by  him  in  lean  as  well  as  in  full 
years.  So  he  “came  back.”  The  last  ten  years  of  his  life  proved  to 
be  the  most  fruitful  from  a  financial  stanpoint  as  well  as  from  a 
realization  of  those  things  that  make  for  a  complete  life.  He  saw  his 
children  through  college  and  out  on  their  own.  He  was  able  to  take 
a  little  leisure.  He  attended  many  Methodist  conferences,  laymen’s 
conventions  and  other  gatherings  where  he  met  old  friends  and  had 
an  opportunity  to  hear  great  speakers.  But  his  interest  in  his  teach¬ 
ing  never  lagged.  He  taught  the  day  before  he  died. 

Ben  Atkins  was  a  Christain  gentleman,  who  placed  integrity, 
absolute  honesty  and  devotion  to  high  ideals  above  everything  else. 
He  was  an  active  and  loyal  worker  in  the  Methodist  church  wherever 
he  lived.  He  was  always  a  member  of  the  board  of  stewards  of  the 
local  church  to  which  he  belonged  and  gave  the  best  of  his  judgment 
to  the  church’s  activities.  The  son  of  a  Methodist  minister,  he  him¬ 
self  often  filled  pulpits,  from  which  he  delivered  messages  that  went 
straight  to  the  hearts  of  his  hearers.  Many  people  thought  he  was 
a  minister.  So  when  the  pastor  was  away  he  was  called  on  and  rare¬ 
ly  declined  to  serve  in  this  capacity.  He  nearly  always  taught  a 
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men’s  Bible  class  in  his  church.  Whenever  possible  he  attended  his 
district  and  annual  conferences.  He  was  unusually  well  posted  on 
Methodist  history  and  policy.  His  church  life  was  to  him  a  great 
source  of  strength  and  pleasure. 

These  extracts  from  his  diary  are  put  in  book  form  for  the 
pleasure  and  benefit  of  our  children  and  their  children  and  for  the 
close  relatives  who  knew  him  intimately;  and  perhaps  for  a  very  few 
close  friends.  It  is  an  intimate  picture  of  his  life  and  was,  of  course, 
never  intended  for  the  eyes  of  any  save  his  own  family.  Because 
of  the  period  through  which  he  lived,  the  Reconstruction  Days  in  the 
poverty-stricken  South  and  the  days  of  this  section’s  slow  emergence 
from  the  Slough  of  Despondency  into  which  the  War  Between  the 
States  plunged  it,  his  diary  contains  many  items  seemingly  insigni¬ 
ficant  but  nontheless  illuminating  as  revealing  how  the  people  lived. 
He  chronicled  many  small  loans,  their  repayments,  small  real  estate 
deals,  the  purchase  of  a  “Weed  Sewing  Machine”  and  an  “Esty”  or¬ 
gan-many  such  items  are  pinpricks  on  a  canvassed  pictuarization 
of  the  life  of  a  people  and  a  period  that  is  passed  but  which  lives 
in  the  memories  of  a  rapidly  fading  generation.  Many  details  are 
omitted  but  their  elimination  does  not  affect  the  intent  of  the  entries 
copied.  Incidentally  no  liberties  have  been  taken  with  the  text;  it 
is  reproduced  here  just  as  it  appears  in  the  manuscript  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  that  some  sentences  and  minor  details  are  left  out. 

We  pass  this  little  volume  on  to  you,  his  relatives  and  friends, 
in  the  hope  that  it  may,  in  some  cases,  bring  back  pleasant  memories 
and  in  others  inspire  to  an  emulation  of  a  great  character. 


HIS  SONS,  Editors. 
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Life  Notes 


During  the  early  part  of  my  life,  up  to  the  year  1863,  my  father 
kept  his  family  on  a  farm  two  miles  southwest  of  Riceville,  in  Mc- 
Minn  county,  East  Tennessee.  In  the  year  above  mentioned  he  sold 
his  farm  to  an  old  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Hugh  Leeper  and  moved 
to  Sweetwater  in  Monroe  county,  Tennessee,  where  we  lived  until  the 
spring  of  1866,  at  which  time  he  purchased  a  lot  near  Emory  &  Henry 
College  in  Washingeon  county,  Virginia.  On  the  22nd  of  March,  1866, 
the  entire  family  with  the  exception  of  two  brothers,  James  and  Jack- 
son,  who  had  gone  on  some  months  previous,  took  the  train  at  Sweet¬ 
water  for  Emory  &  Henry  where  we  arrived  on  the  23rd  at  2  o’clock 
A.  M.  When  the  morning  dawned  the  ground  was  covered  with  snow. 
However,  we  repaired  at  once  to  our  residence  and  began  to  arrange 
for  housekeeping. 

The  spring  session  of  the  college  year  being  pretty  well  advanced, 
I  did  not  enter  college  but  attended  school  with  my  youngest  brother 
George  under  Miss  Jane  Latham  at  a  village  called  Cedarville  about 
two  miles  south  of  Emory  &  Henry.  When  the  summer  vacation  had 
passed  and  the  collegiate  year  1866-67  opened  I  entered  college  with 
the  determination  to  obtain  a  liberal  education,  being  at  that  time  a 
little  more  than  eighteen  years  of  age.  In  the  spring  previous  my 
father  had  furnished  capital  for  merchandising  to  one  R.  S.  Roadman 
from  Newport,  East  Tennessee,  who  had  so  much  involved  him  that 
he  dissolved  the  partnership  and  took  me  from  college  in  September, 
’66,  and  put  me  in  the  store  where  I  remained  until  the  fall  of  1867 
at  which  time  my  oldest  brother,  Jackson,  took  charge  of  the  store 
and  I  again  entered  college  to  prosecute  the  work  I  had  begun  the 
previous  year.  I  spent  two  successive  years  in  school,  during  which 
time  I  completed  in  Latin  the  First  and  Second  Books  of  Ceasar, 
Cicero’s  Orations  and  a  part  of  prose  composition;  in  Greek  the  First 
and  Second  Books  of  the  Anabasis,  Cyropaedia,  and  a  part  of  prose 
composition;  in  mathematics  Loomis’  Arithmetic  and  Algebra  and  trig¬ 
onometry. 

These  two  years  brought  me  up  to  the  summer  of  1869.  I  made 
arrangements  to  open  a  school  in  the  early  part  of  September  of  this 
year  at  a  place  called  Wesleyanna  or  Oak  Grove,  about  eight  miles 
south  of  Athens  in  McMinn  county,  Tennessee.  Here  I  boarded  with 
the  family  of  Rev.  Carrol  Long,  who  was  at  that  time  presiding  elder 
of  the  Athens  District,  Holston  Conference.  At  Christmas  four  months 
of  my  school  had  passed.  As  we  were  to  have  an  intermission  of  one 
week  I  repaired  to  Athens  to  take  the  train  to  Cleveland,  Tennessee, 
to  which  my  father  had  in  the  meantime  moved,  having  been  sta¬ 
tioned  there  by  the  conference  which  met  that  year,  1869,  in  Abing¬ 
don,  Va.  When  I  came  to  Athens  I  met  there,  according  to  previous 
arrangements,  my  brother  James  who  had  been  teaching  near  Kings¬ 
ton  in  Roan  county,  Tennessee.  We  spent  the  night  in  Athens  at  our 
uncle,  R.  C.  Jackson’s  house,  and  on  the  following  morning  took  the 
train  for  Cleveland.  When  we  entered  the  cars  we  met  from  Knox¬ 
ville  our  oldest  brother,  Jackson,  who  was  also  on  his  way  home  to 
spend  Christmas.  The  family  were  all  together  once  more. 

After  the  holidays  were  over  I  returned  to  Wesleyanna  to  teach 
out  the  remaining  month  of  my  school.  I  went  to  work  reluct¬ 
antly  for  the  people  disliked  me  and  as  a  general  thing  I  disliked 
them.  However,  my  associations  with  the  family  where  I  boarded 
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were  very  pleasant  and  I  esteem  them  very  much  to  this  day  and  al¬ 
ways  shall.  When  the  session  finally  closed  I  saw  that  my  first 
effort  at  school  teaching  had  been  a  failure  and  I  did  not  apply  for 
the  place  a  second  time,  feeling  that  the  people  did  not  want  me  and 
knowing  that  I  had  no  desire  to  remain  with  them  longer.  My  salary, 
which  at  $35  per  month,  amounted  to  $175,  instead  of  being  paid  in 
cash,  was  paid  by  an  order  on  the  county  treasurer  and  I  had  the 
prospect  of  waiting  indefinitely  for  the  money  and  in  this  matter 
I  was  not  at  all  disappointed. 

In  the  early  part  of  February,  1870,  I  departed  for  Cleveland 
again  where  I  spent  a  few  days  very  pleasantly  at  home.  About  the 
middle  of  this  month  I  went,  in  company  with  Mr.  John  Wood,  on 
horseback  to  Sale  Creek,  about  twenty-five  miles  northwest  of  Chat¬ 
tanooga  beyond  the  Tennessee  river.  My  object  was  to  procure  a 
school  at  that  place,  but  the  prospect  was  by  no  means  inviting  and, 
after  being  snowbound  for  forty-eight  hours,  I  returned  to  Cleveland. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  I  went  to  Knoxville  and  took  a  horse¬ 
back  trip  to  Sevierville,  about  25  miles  distant.  There  I  procured  a 
four  months  school  to  open  on  the  4th  of  March.  I  then  returned 
to  Knoxville  and  spent  a  few  days  and  on  the  1st  of  March  took 
the  cars  for  Strawberry  Plains,  a  railroad  station  about  18  miles 
from  Sevierville.  After  trying  in  vain  to  obtain  some  conveyance 
to  the  latter  place,  I  concluded  to  walk.  After  traveling  about  four 
miles  night  came  on  and  I  halted.  About  sunrise  on  the  morning 
of  the  2nd  I  started  to  walk  the  remaining  fourteen  miles.  About  1 
o’clock  I  reached  my  journey’s  end,  worn  down  by  fatigue  but  by  no 
means  discouraged.  The  3rd,  which  was  Sunday,  I  rested  and  opened 
school  on  Monday  morning  with  about  twenty-five  pupils.  My  success 
here  was  some  better  than  in  my  first  attempt  but  was  by  no  means 
flattering.  On  the  night  of  July  1,  1870,  the  school  closed  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  2nd  I  started  in  a  buggy  for  Strawberry  Plains  where 
I  took  the  train  for  Knoxville. 

After  spending  the  summer  vacation  at  my  home  in  Cleveland  I 
opened  a  school  at  Tyner’s  Station,  in  Hamilton  county,  on  the  8th 
of  August,  1870,  there  boarding  with  the  family  of  James  H.  Varnell. 
Here  I  spent  five  months  very  pleasantly  and  have  revisited  them 
many  times  since  with  much  pleasure.  During  this  session  my  health 
failed  to  some  extent  and  I  took  a  book  agency  and  traveled  about 
two  months  during  which  time  my  health  improved.  In  the  latter 
part  of  February,  1871,  I  was  requested  by  Prof.  W.  M.  Beene  to  go 
into  a  school  with  him  at  Sale  Creek.  I  consented  to  do  so.  On 
the  6th  of  March  we  opened  with  a  very  small  number.  By  the  end 
of  the  first  term  we  had  about  thirty  students.  During  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  terms  the  school  numbered  about  80  and  was  very  flourishing.  Here 
we  taught  together  for  fifteen  months  during  all  which  time  I  boarded 
at  old  James  McDonald’s. 

At  the  end  of  fifteen  months  I  left  the  school  to  Prof.  Beene  and 
returned  to  Emory  &  Henry  with  George,  my  youngest  brother.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  year  I  studied  closely  and  had  much  success  in  my  studies 
and  passed  through  the  junior  class.  After  commencement  I  came 
to  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  with  James  and  George  where  the  former  was 
stationed  as  pastor  by  the  Holston  Conference.  After  spending  a  week 
at  this  place  I  went  to  Chattanooga  where  my  father  had  been  living 
since  the  spring  of  1871— -this  was  in  June,  1873.  A  few  days  after 
my  arrival  the  cholera  broke  out  in  that  city.  My  father  moved  his 
family  to  the  country  and  I  went  on  a  steamboat  to  Sale  Creek  where 
I  spent  one  month  and  then  came  to  Chatata,  Bradley  county,  Tenn., 
in  the  latter  part  of  July  and  agreed  with  T.  L.  Bates,  J.  S.  Byrd 
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and  W.  C.  Day  to  teach  school  a  year  at  that  place  for  $685.  During 
this  year  I  boarded  with  Col.  T.  L.  Bates  two  miles  northeast  of  Chatata. 
While  I  taught  this  year  I  also  completed  the  studies  of  the  senior 
year  at  Emory  &  Henry  College  to  which  place  I  went  in  the  latter 
part  of  May  and  graduated  on  the  17th  of  June,  1874. 

On  the  30th  day  of  May  I  received  from  Chattanooga  the  sad 
intelligence  of  my  mother’s  death;  she  died  of  smallpox  on  May  29, 
1874. 

August  3rd  I  began  to  teach  the  second  year  at  Chatata.  April 
30th  that  year  I  purchased  in  that  village  a  house  and  lot  from  Cowan, 
McClung  &  Co.,  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  for  which  I  paid  $750.  I  rented 
this  house  to  J.  M.  Horton  and  boarded  with  him  during  the  fall  term 
of  1875,  which  was  the  first  term  of  my  third  year  at  this  place.  On 
the  14th  of  October  during  this  term  I  entered  into  matrimonial  life 
with  Ruth  J.  Day,  daughter  of  W.  C.  Day,  who  lived  in  Walker’s 
Valley,  about  two  miles  from  Chatata.  During  the  remainder  of 
that  session  we  boarded  with  J.  M.  Horton.  December  29,  1875,  we 
began  to  keep  house  in  our  property  in  Chatata.  We  continued  this 
until  the  latter  part  of  May,  1876.  We  spent  the  summer  of  this 
year  at  W.  C.  Day’s.  August  23rd  I  rented  my  property  to  C.  P. 
Robertson,  of  Chattanooga.  At  12  o’clock  on  August  29th,  we  took 
the  train  at  Chatata  for  Mossy  Creek  where  we  arrived  at  5  o’clock 
the  same  evening.  This  was  on  Tuesday.  On  the  next  day  week, 
Sept.  6th,  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  professor  of  Latin  and  English 
in  Branner  Institute,  then  for  the  first  time  opened,  through  the 
munificence  of  Col.  Joe  A.  Branner  in  a  large  brick  building  erected 
by  Col.  John  R.  Branner  on  the  hill  east  of  Mossy  Creek  a  quarter 
of  a  mile. 

December  22,  1876,  Friday:  Today  my  wife  and  I  came  from 
Mossy  Creek  to  Chatata,  leaving  the  former  place  at  11  a.  m.  and 
arriving  at  the  latter  place  at  4  p.  m.  W.  C.  Day  met  us  with  a  wagon 
and  took  us  to  his  home  .  .  .  December  23rd,  Saturday:  Made  a  trip 
in  the  buggy,  in  company  with  W.  C.  Day,  from  his  house  to  Cleve¬ 
land,  four  miles,  where  we  spent  most  of  the  day.  On  this  day  I 
borrowed  from  Joe  Taylor  for  12  months  $220  at  8  per  cent  interest. 
On  this  Saturday  night  snow  fell  in  Bradley  county  to  the  depth  of 
seven  inches  .  .  .  December  25,  Monday:  Christmas  tree  in  the  church 
at  Chatata.  A  good  success  for  the  first  effort.  W.  C.  Day  was 
chosen  Santa  Claus.  Much  fun  was  had  on  this  occasion  over  a  rag 
doll  presented  to  M.  L.  Julian.^  After  the  presents  were  distributed, 
short  speeches  were  made  by  "myself  and  Rev.  Ken  C.  Atkins,  the 
station  preacher  at  Charleston  and  Chatata.  During  the  remainder 
of  this  week  we  were  compelled  to  remain  indoors  on  account  of  the 
disagreeable  weather  .  .  .  December  30,  Saturday:  I  left  my  wife 
at  Chatata  and  went  to  Knoxville  where  I  paid  to  Cowan,  McClung 
&  Co.  (to  Mr.  Fletcher,  their  clerk)  $220,  third  payment  on  house  in 
Chatata  .  .  .  December  31:  On  Sunday  evening,  the  last  day  of  the 
old  year,  I  came  from  Knoxville  to  Mossy  Creek  to  resume  my  labors 
in  the  institute.  During  this  night  snow  fell  continuously  and  all 
day  on  Monday,  January  1st,  1877,  the  snow  continued  to  fall  thick 
and  fast,  never  ceasing  a  moment  until  dark,  at  which  time  it  reach¬ 
ed,  at  Mossy  Creek,  an  average  depth  of  fifteen  inches;  at  the  same 
time  it  attained  an  average  depth  of  twenty-four  inches  at  Cleveland 
and  Chattanooga. 

1877 

January  3,  Wednesday:  This  morning  at  6  o’clock  the  thermometer 
stood  22  degrees  below  zero,  said  to  be  the  coldest  weather  ever  ex- 
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perienced  in  this  county,  except  the  cold  Friday  in  1832  .  .  .  January 
8,  Monday:  Today  snow  fell  rapidly  from  8  a.  m.  until  11  a.  m.  .  .  . 
January  12,  Friday:  Today  Ruth  came  from  Chatata  to  Mossy  Creek 
where  she  arrived  at  6  p.  m.  .  .  January  14,  Sunday:  This  morning 
at  11  o’clock  we  listened  to  a  sermon  from  Rev.  H.  P.  Myers,  president 
of  Branner  Institute,  delivered  in  the  institute  chapel.  “Let  me  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his.”  Numbers 
23:10.  The  discourse  was  good,  setting  forth  the  character  of  Balaam, 
the  prophet  and  making  an  application  of  it  to  the  human  character 
at  the  present  day.  At  4  p.  m.  we  had  Sabbath  school  in  Col. 
Branner’s  room.  Subject  of  the  lesson  was  “Jeroboam’s  Sin,”  which 
was  Idolatry  .  .  .  Sunday,  January  21:  During  the  week  past  noth¬ 
ing  has  occurred  out  of  the  regular  order  of  schoolroom  duties.  Rain 
has  fallen  almost  every  day  during  the  week.  Went  this  morning 
to  hear  Rev.  J.  A.  Lyons  preach  in  the  Methodist  church.  Text,  “Take 
ye  heed,  watch  and  pray.”  Mark  13:33  .  .  .  Friday,  January  26:  To¬ 
day  ended  the  examinations  for  second  quarter  fall  term  1876-77.  To¬ 
night  Professor  Falk  gave  a  musical  entertainment  in  the  dining  room 
of  the  institute.  The  room  was  filled  with  invited  spectators  .  .  . 
Monday,  January  27:  The  spring  term  for  1876-77  with  about  twenty- 
five  pupils  in  attendance. 


Saturday,  February  3:  Tonight  Mr.  John  Branner  gave  a  lecture 
in  the  institute  chapel  on  South  America  where  he  has  been  for  several 
years  engaged  in  a  geological  survey  of  the  Brizilian  empire.  The 
lecture  was  conducted  on  a  rather  peculiar  plan.  The  young  ladies 
were  requested  to  write  on  slips  of  paper  such  questions  as  they 
desired  information  on  and  the  lecture  consisted  of  answers  to  these 
questions.  These  answers  covered  pretty  well  the  living  history  of 
Brazil,  embracing  the  customs  of  the  people,  their  mode  of  living, 
social  conditions,  etc.  Females  were  represented  as  being  in  a  state 
of  servitude,  going  into  society  very  little,  never  going  abroad  alone, 
even  to  the  shortest  distance.  Males  were  represented  as  comparatively 
indolent  and  wanting  in  general  intelligence  and  in  public  spirit;  also 
as  being  treacherous  and  fickle.  The  city  of  Rio  de  Janiero,  contain¬ 
ing  420,000  people,  was  represented  as  following  the  fashions  of  Paris. 
The  lecture  was  very  interesting  though  delivered  in  the  form  of  a 
conversation.  Spectators  present  were  Wyche  McElvin,  G.  J.  Atkins 
and  Rev.  J.  A.  Lyons  .  .  .Saturday,  February  10th:  Today  Ruth  and 
I  attended  church,  it  being  the  second  day  of  the  second  quarterly 
meeting.  Rev.  John  Boring  preached  from  Hebrews  11:6,  “They  that 
come  to  the  Lord  must  believe  that  he  is  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder 
of  them  that  diligently  seek  him.”  The  sermon  was  plain  and  pointed. 
.  .  .  Sunday,  February  25th:  Today  closed  the  revival  meeting  after 
a  continuance  of  more  than  two  weeks.  There  were  but  few  conversions. 
The  meeting  was  closed  with  a  general  experience  meeting  .  .  .  Fri¬ 
day,  March  2nd:  We  learn  that  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  this 
day  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
aided  by  the  “Grand  Commission,”  completed  the  counting  of  the  elec¬ 
toral  vote,  giving  to  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  and  William  A.  Wheeler,  the 
Radical  candidates,  185;  to  Samuel  J.  Tilden  and  Thos.  A.  Hendricks, 
the  Demorcatic  candidates,  184  votes.  His  “Fraudulency”  R.  B.  Hayes 
is  said  to  have  reached  Washington  City  this  morning  at  9  o’clock  to 
be  inaugurated  on  Monday,  March  5th. 

Wednesday,  April  11:  This  morning  Bro.  Harris  and  his  two 
daughters,  Laura  and  Myrtle,  came  down  to  the  institute  to  spend 
the  day.  In  the  evening  Ruth  went  home  with  them  to  remain  un¬ 
til  Sunday  .  .  .  Friday,  April  13:  This  evening  I  went  on  the  train 
to  Tolbert’s  Station  from  which  place  I  went  on  horseback,  through 
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the  rain,  to  Bro.  Harris’  .  .  .  Sunday,  April  15;  This  morning  Ruth 
and  I  returned  from  Tolbert’s  Station  at  10:30  o’clock.  We  came  on 
the  cars.  During  our  visit  we  went  on  Saturday  evening  to  Panther 
Springs,  which  is  a  fine  bold  stream  gushng  out  from  beneath  a  long 
ledge  of  rock.  This  spring  is  about  three  miles  above  Tolbert’s  and 
one  mile  from  the  railroad.  Tradition  tells  that  “in  old  Indian  times” 
a  bear  and  a  panther  had  a  fight  at  this  spring  in  which  fight  the 
panther  was  killed — hence  the  name  “Panther  Spring.”  The  bear  then 
went  to  a  spring  a  few  hundred  yards  below  where  he'  lay  down 
and  died.  This  is,  therefore,  called  “Bear  Spring.” 

Morristown,  Tennessee,  Friday,  May  4:  This  evening  Ruth  and 
I  came  from  Mossy  Creek  to  Morristown.  We  arrived  at  the  latter 
place  at  6  o’clock  p.  m.  Mr.  P.  A.  Shaver  met  us  at  the  depot.  It 
was  raining  and  very  disagreeable.  We  went  to  Mr.  Shearer’s  resi¬ 
dence  where  we  spent  the  night  very  pleasantly  .  .  .  Saturday,  May 
5:  This  morning  Mr.  Shearer  went  out  with  us  in  Morristown  and 
aided  us  in  purchasing  a  bill  of  goods  amounting  to  $72.10.  At  3:30 
p.  m.  we  took  the  freight  train  and  returned  to  Mossy  Creek  .  .  .  Sun¬ 
day,  May  6:  Today  Ruth  and  I  attended  Sabbath  school  and  church 
at  the  chapel.  The  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school  requested  me 
to  open  the  school  which  I  did.  Brother  James  Lyons  preached  from 
Ephesians  1:14  and  14,  “In  whom  ye  also  trusted  after  that  ye  heard 
the  word  of  truth,  the  gospel  of  your  salvation  in  whom  also,  after 
that  ye  believed,  ye  were  sealed  with  that  Holy  Spirit  of  promise, 
which  is  the  earnest  of  our  inheritance  until  the  redemption  of  the 
purchased  possession  unto  the  praise  of  his  glory.”  In  the  course  of 
the  sermon  many  good  points  were  brought  out  to  the  comfort  and 
edification  of  the  hearers  .  .  .  May  7th:  Today  has  been  one  of  sun¬ 
shine  and  showers.  I  have  today  finished  the  first  book  of  the  Odes 
of  Horace.  Tonight  Rev.  W.  W.  Bays,  delivered  his  lecture  on  “Wo¬ 
man.”  On  account  of  sickness  I  could  not  attend  .  .  .  Saturday,  May 
12:  Today  quarterly  meeting  began  in  the  chapel  at  M.  C.  at  11 
o’clock.  Rev.  W.  B.  Stanley,  of  Wytheville,  Va.,  preached  from  the 
text  “It  is  finished.”  On  Sabbath  morning,  the  13th,  Rev.  John  Bor¬ 
ing  preached  the  funeral  of  George  Willet  Odell.  The  house  was 
densely  crowded.  The  sermon  was  good  and  interesting  but  too 
minute  in  details.  After  the  sermon  the  sacrament  was  administered 
to  a  large  proportion  of  the  congregation.  On  Sunday  night  Rev.  H. 
P.  Myers  preached  from  the  scene  in  Gethsemane,  “Sleep  on  now  and 
take  your  rest,  arise,  let  us  be  going,  etc.”  The  discourse  was  clear 
and  excellent. 

Saturday,  May  19:  This  day  the  Sabbath  school  had  a  picnic  in 
McDaniel’s  grove  near  Mossy  Creek.  Many  persons  in  the  community 
went  to  New  Market,  four  miles  below,  to  attend  the  burial  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Wm.  Brazelton,  who  died  on  the  night  of  the  17th  at  the  age 
of  86  .  .  .  Sunday,  May  20:  Today  I  finished  reading  a  small  book 
entitled  “The  Metaphors  of  St.  Paul”  by  Dean  Hawson.  The  work 
also  contains  short  biographical  sketches  of  the  companions  of  St. 
Paul.  That  portion  about  the  Metaphors  of  St.  Paul  is  divided  into 
four  chapters:  The  first  treats  of  “Roman  Soldiers”,  in  which  all 
those  passages  relating  to  military  affairs  are  explained;  the  second 
and  the  fourth  of  the  “Greek  (James”;  these  illustrations  are  very 
instructive  and  very  entertaining.  The  remaining  portion  of  the 
book  is  devoted  to  the  companions  of  Saint  Paul — Barnabas,  Lydia, 
Luke,  Apollos,  Titus,  Phoebe,  Felix,  Julius,  Onesimus,  Ephaphroditus, 
Aquila  and  Priscilla,  Timotheus.  The  materials  for  the  principal 
parts  of  these  sketches  is  drawn  from  “The  Acts”  .  .  .  Friday, 
May  25th:  I  began  this  morning  at  6:20  o’clock  to  take  morn- 
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ing  rides  on  horseback  for  the  improvement  of  my  health  .  ..  . 
Sunday,  May  27th:  Today  at  11  o’clock  a.  m.  we  went  to  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  in  Mossy  Creek  to  hear  a  sermon  from  Professor 
Jules  de  Launay.  Professor  de  Launay  was  born  in  the  city  of  Paris, 
France,  and  was  sent  to  prepare  himself  for  the  priesthood  of  the 
Romish  church;  but  was  converted  to  Protestantism  and  spent  five 
years  in  Rome  exploring  and  studying  the  catacombs  of  that  great 
city.  Mr.  D.  preached  from  the  text,  “But  God  be  thanked  that  ye 
were  the  servants  of  sin,  but  ye  have  obeyed  from  the  heart  that  form 
of  doctrine  which  was  believed  by  you.”  He  dwelt  at  length  on  the  word 
doctrine,  it  being  given  in  the  singular  number;  he  stated  that  the 
word  had  been  pluralized  by  the  device  of  men,  hence  the  world  has 
many  doctrines,  found  in  the  various  churches,  over  which  they  keep 
themselves  in  a  state  of  continual  strife  and  turmoil. 

Friday,  June  1:  Today  we  finished  recitation  work  in  the  institute 
for  the  year  1876-77,  the  year  of  the  school.  The  class  in  Ceasar 
finished  the  Commentaries  through  the  Third  Book. 

Sunday,  June  3rd:  This  morning  we  went  to  the  Baptist  Male 
College  at  Mossy  Creek  to  hear  the  baccalaureate  sermon  by  Dr. 
Montgomery,  a  Baptist  minister  of  Richmond,  Virginia.  The  exer¬ 
cises  were  opened  by  singing  “Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer”  and  “Jesus 
Lover  of  My  Soul”,  after  which  a  short  prayer  was  offered  by  Dr. 
Montgomery;  this  was  followed  by  “All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’ 
Name”,  then  was  read  the  5th  chapter  of  St.  John  from  the  17th 
verse  to  the  end,  after  which  Rev.  Mr.  Baker  prayed,  a  short  song 
having  been  sung.  Dr.  M.  read  his  text  from  John,  5th  chapter, 
46th  and  47th  verses,  “For  had  ye  believed  Moses  ye  would  have  be¬ 
lieved  not  his  writings,  how  shall  ye  believe  my  words?”  The  dis¬ 
course  began  twenty  minutes  past  eleven  and  closed  ten  minutes  past 
twelve.  The  subject  was  Truth.  The  discord  between  religion  and 
science,  and  among  the  various  religious  creeds  and  among  the  scientists 
themselves  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  somewhere  in  their  course  some 
or  all  of  them  have  rejected  some  fundamental  truth  and  have  thus 
put  themselves  in  antagonism  to  the  truth.  All  truth  is  a  unit  with 
God  for  the  center,  and  as  long  as  men  follow  truth  without  rejecting 
any  that  may  be  presented  to  them,  there  is  no  possible  chance  for 
them  to  be  brought  into  antagonism.  He  earnestly  exhorted  the 
young  men  as  they  were  entering  upon  the  great  avenue  of  active 
life  to  lay  hold  of  truth  wherever  they  should  find  it,  and  to  follow 
it  up  faithfully;  and  although  it  should  seem  to  lead  them  through 
dark  places  yet  it  would  eventually  bring  them  light.  Truth  is  a 
circle  having  God  for  its  center;  as  long  as  men  keep  within  the 
periphery  of  this  circle  every  line  along  which  they  may  look  con¬ 
verges  to  the  center;  but  when  they  get  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
circle,  they  may  follow  up  lines  in  almost  every  direction  and  miss 
the  center,  and  hence  arise  the  discords  that  disturb  the  world  at 
the  present  day.  The  speaker  gave  a  case  of  a  Jewish  Rabbi  who 
had  planted  himself  firmly  on  the  faith  of  his  fathers  that  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  was  not  the  Christ.  Here  he  had,  at  the  beginning,  re¬ 
jected  a  great  fundamental  truth.  He  studied  the  Prophets;  as  a 
candid  and  fair  man  he  said  he  was  bound  to  acknowledge  that  if 
these  prophecies  were  true  Jesus  must  be  the  Christ,  but  he  had 
planted  himself  on  the  assumption  that  he  was  not  the  Christ,  there¬ 
fore  the  prophecies  testifying  of  him  cannot  be  true,  so  he  rejects 
them.  He  then  had  nothing  left  him  but  the  writings  of  Moses  on 
which  he  could  fall  back,  so  he  began  to  study  them  carefully  and 
found  that  they  unmistakably  taught  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  the 
Christ,  so  he  rejects  them  and  is  left  entirely  without  a  Bible,  with- 
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out  God  and  without  hope  in  the  world.  And  all  because  he  had  at 
first  rejected  a  truth — Jesus  is  the  Christ — which  rejection  put  him  in 
antagonism  to  all  truth.  The  sermon  was  brief,  well  delivered  and 
pointed;  and  the  audience  seemed  much  pleased  and  refreshed. 

Monday,  June  4:  Today  we  began  the  final  examinations  for  the 
year  1876-77,  ending  June  12th.  The  class  examined  by  me  was  the 
Fourth  Geography.  The  examination  was  moderately  good,  fifty  per 
cent  having  passed  .  .  .  Tuesday,  June  5:  Today  I  examined  the  class 
in  Harvey’s  English  Grammar,  66  per  cent  passed.  The  examination 
was  on  the  entire  book  .  .  .  Wednesday,  June  6:  Today  I  gave  my 
class  in  Latin  Grammar  a  final  examination  for  the  collegiate  year 
1876-77.  The  examination  was  moderately  good;  about  one-half  pass¬ 
ed.  Some  of  the  papers  handed  in  were  very  excellent  indeed  .  .  . 
Friday,  June  8:  Today  was  given  a  final  examination  in  Ceasar. 
The  examination  embraced  the  4th,  10th,  16th  and  22nd  chapters  of 
the  Third  Book,  with  copious  questions  on  the  syntax  .  .  .  Saturday, 
June  9:  This  day  has  been  closely  engaged  in  decorating  and  arrang¬ 
ing  the  hall  to  which  an  entrance  has  been  made  by  an  external  porch 
and  steps,  this  day  completed  by  Mr.  Cal  Gates.  This  evening  on 
the  six  o’clock  train  arrived  Dr.  Harrison,  who  is  to  preach  the  commence¬ 
ment  sermon;  the  train  came  to  the  depot  in  the  midst  of  a  terrible 
windstorm  and  heavy  falling  of  rain.  Dr.  H.  was  taken  to  Col.  B. 
M.  Branner’s  to  be  entertained. 

Sunday,  June  10th:  Today  was  the  commencement  sermon  of  the 
Institute,  delivered  by  Dr.  Harrison  in  the  Presbyterian  church;  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  heavy  rain  on  Saturday  evening  the  students  were  taken 
to  the  church  in  carriages.  The  crowd  was  large,  for  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather.  The  services  began  at  11  o’clock.  The  students  and 
all  persons  belonging  to  the  institute  were  seated  on  the  first  six 
benches  in  front.  The  text  was  Gen.  2:21  and  26,  “And  the  Lord 
God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  fall  upon  Adam,  and  he  slept;  and  he  took 
one  of  his  ribs  and  closed  up  the  flesh  instead  thereof.  And  the 
rib  which  God  had  taken  from  man,  made  he  woman  and  brought  her 
unto  the  man.”  The  speaker  first  touched  upon  the  relative  spheres 
of  the  two  sexes,  showing  that  man’s  province  is  the  external  world, 
and  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  outward  manifestation  of  power  and 
dominion;  while  woman  holds  sway  over  the  heart  of  man,  thus 
having  all  her  influence  silent  and  secret,  “the  power  behind  the  throne.” 
He  regarded  the  woman  as  coming  up  fully  to  the  measure  assigned 
her  by  Solomon,  “a  chief  cornerstone,  polished  after  the  similitude 
of  a  palace.”  Satan  made  woman  the  instrument  of  man’s  overthrow 
not  on  account  of  her  weakness,  but  on  account  of  her  vast  power 
over  Adam,  knowing  full  well  that  if  she  be  induced  to  use  her 
influence  on  the  side  of  sin,  there  could  be  no  possibility  of  a  failure 
to  accomplish  the  terrible  design.  The  speaker  stated  that  inasmuch 
as  woman  had  been  used  as  the  original  instrument  in  man’s  over¬ 
throw,  God  had  many  times  since  used  her  as  an  instrument  to  thwart 
the  designs  of  the  devil.  He  gave  a  few  historical  references  showing 
this  position  to  be  true,  such  as  Helen  influencing,  first  her  husband, 
Constantius,  and  then  her  son,  Constantine,  to  resist  the  terrible 
persecutions  of  the  Christians  made  in  all  parts  if  the  Roman  empire, 
through  the  influence  of  Galerius  Valerius  Maximanus.  Also  the  part 
performed  by  Esther  in  rescuing  the  Jewish  people  from  the  destruc¬ 
tion  prepared  for  them  by  the  wicked  Haman. 

Monday,  June  11:  Tonight,  beginning  at  eight  o’clock  and  continu¬ 
ing  until  half  past  ten,  we  had  the  commencement  exercise  of  Branner 
Institute  for  the  first  year.  The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer 
by  Rev.  J.  A.  Lyons,  then  a  recitation  by  Miss  Belle  Henry,  “The 
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Jilted  Nymph”;  an  extract  read  by  Miss  Mary  Blevins,  of  Moores- 
burgh,  Tenn.,  “The  Children”;  an  original  essay  by  Miss  Nellie  Bin- 
ckley,  of  Abingdon,  Va.,  “Myths”;  two  recitations  by  Miss  Nora  Satter¬ 
field  and  Miss  Sophy  Branner;  an  extract  read  by  Miss  Oriana  Shearer, 
of  Morristown,  Tenn.,  “Mrs.  Caudle’s  Lectures”;  an  essay  by  Miss 
Sallie  E.  Thompson,  of  Strawberry  Plains,  Tenn.,  “Nature  to  Each 
Allots  His  Sphere;  This  Missed,  We  Like  Comets  Err”;  a  recitation  by 
Miss  Lillie  Murphy,  of  Mossy  Creek,  “The  Wonderful  One  Hoss  Shay”; 
extract  read  by  Miss  Florence  Osborne,  of  Philadelphia,  Tenn.;  an 
essay  by  Miss  Love  M.  Branner,  of  Mossy  Creek,  “Silent  Influences”. 
The  exercises  were  interspersed  throughout  with  instrumental  and  vocal 
music.  Five  prizes  were  awarded;  For  personal  neatness,  Preparatory 
Department,  to  Miss  Kittie  C.  Gillespie,  of  New  Maiket,  Tenn.;  best 
general  scholarship  in  Prep.  Dept,  to  Florence  Murphy,  of  Mossy 
Creek;  most  improvement  in  penmanship,  Miss  Louise  K.  Taylor,  of 
Russellville,  Tenn.;  best  reader,  to  Miss  Love  M.  Branner,  of  Mossy 
Creek,  Tenn.;  best  English  essay,  to  Miss  Nellie  Binckley,  of  Abing¬ 
don,  Va.  The  audience  present  was  large  and  exceedingly  attractive. 
Everything  went  off  most  delightfully — to  the  great  encouragement 
and  gratitude  of  the  faculty,  patrons  and  friends  of  the  institute, 

this  being  the  close  of  our  first  year. 

Tuesday,  June  12:  Tonight  were  the  closing  exercises  which 

consisted  of  a  musical  concert,  the  award  of  medals  and  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  “Distinction  Cards.”  Five  gold  medals  were  awarded.  The 
medal  for  English,  given  by  Maj.  A.  J.  Mountcastle,  was  awarded  to 
Miss  Sallie  Satterfield,  of  Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.  .  .  .  Wednesday,  June 
13:  This  is  the  day  after  the  close  of  school  and  is  dull  and  monot¬ 
onous  as  usual.  No  one  at  the  institute  except  Col.  Branner  and  wife, 
Prof.  Myers  and  wife,  Mrs.  Binckley,  Ruth  and  myself.  Most  of  the 
girls  left  this  morning  for  home.  On  the  11th  of  this  month  Col.  J. 
A.  Branner  paid  me  one  hundred  dollars  and  on  the  13th  twenty-six 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  .  .  .  Thursday,  June  14:  This  morning 
at  7:25  we  left  Mossy  Creek  for  Knoxville  at  8:30  and  went  to  bro¬ 
ther’s  on  the  street  car  and  found  brother  sick  in  bed.  During  the 

day  we  went  about  the  city  but  little  .  .  .  Friday,  June  15:  We 

came  from  Knoxville  to  Chatata.  Mr.  W.  C.  Day  and  Mr.  S.  W. 

Day  met  us  at  the  train.  We  dined  at  S.  W.  Day’s  and  came  over 
home  in  the  evening  .  .  .  Monday,  June  18:  Today  Mr.  Day  and  my¬ 
self  surveyed  a  lot  in  the  suburbs  for  Henry  Joseph  .  .  .  June  25: 
Old  Mrs.  Kelly  was  buried  today  at  Eldridge’s  Camp  Ground.  She 
died  on  Sunday,  the  24th  .  .  .  Saturday,  June  30:  K.  C.  Atkins  and 
myself  spent  the  day  at  Mr.  McReynolds  .  .  .  Sunday,  July  1:  To¬ 
day  K.  C.  Atkins  preached  at  Chatata,  this  being  the  first  sermon 
I  had  heard  from  him  in  ten  months  .  .  .  Sunday,  July  8:  This  even¬ 
ing  Ruth  and  I  and  Sue  went  to  see  Willie  Cannon,  who  is  very  low 

with  consumption  .  .  .  Tuesday,  July  10:  Willie  Cannon  died  to¬ 

day  about  noon  .  .  .  Wednesday,  July  25:  At  12  M  today  we  took 
the  cars  for  Chattanooga  where  we  arrived  at  1:30  p.  m.  John  Mc¬ 
Farland  met  us  with  a  buggy  and  we  drove  out  to  Maj.  Thos.  G. 
McFarland’s  where  sister  was  boarding.  Maj.  McF.  was  in  Atlanta  at¬ 
tending  a  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  Georgia  .  .  .  Thurs¬ 
day,  June  26:  At  four  o’clock  this  evening  we  all  went  down  to 
Xanders  McFarland’s  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  McFarland  and  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Hawkins.  They  were  buried  in  the  same  grave  .  .  . 
Saturday,  July  28:  This  morning  James  McF.  took  Ruth  and  myself 
to  spend  the  day.  Mr.  D.  and  Willie  were  both  off  threshing  wheat 
.  .  .  Tuesday,  July  31:  This  evening  I  rode  into  Chattanooga  and 
collected  ten  dollars  from  Reuben  Robertson  for  house  rent. 

Wednesday,  August  1:  This  morning  at  8  o’clock  Ruth,  Foster 
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and  Lizzie  McFarland  and  myself  went  horseback  from  Major  Thos. 
McF’s.  to  Lookout  Mountain.  We  reached  Lookout  Mountain  house 
about  10  o’clock  and  after  resting  a  short  time  rode  out  to  the  Point, 
about  one  and  a  half  miles,  where  he  spent  several  hours  very  pleas¬ 
antly  viewing  the  magnificent  scenery  that  presents  itself  for  many 
miles  around.  We  four  sitting  on  the  brow  of  Point  Rock,  had  our 
picture  taken.  This  was  Ruth’s  first  visit  to  the  mountain.  I  had 
visited  the  same  place  fifteen  years  ago,  in  1862.  About  one  o’clock 
we  returned  to  the  hotel  where  we  dined  and  remained  until  4  o’clock 
at  which  time  Ruth  and  I  went  with  Arthur  Thomas  in  the  hack  to 
Chattanooga  where  we  took  the  cars  at  6  o’clock  for  Chatata.  We 
arrived  at  Chatata  about  8  p.  m.  and  spent  the  night  with  Dr.  S. 
W.  Day  .  .  .  Thursday,  August  2:  An  election  was  held  today  in 
Chatata  for  school  commissioner.  Col.  T.  L.  Bates  was  unanimously 
re-elected  .  .  .  Sunday,  August  5:  Today  K.  C.  Atkins  preached  in 
Chatata  from  the  text,  “The  Kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  leaven 
which  a  woman  took  and  hid  in  three  measures  of  meal  until  the  whole 
was  leavened”  .  .  .  Saturday,  August  11:  This  evening  Ruth  and  I 
came  over  to  Dr.  Day’s  to  board  .  .  .  Monday,  August  13:  After 
an  absence  from  Chatata  of  one  year  I  this  morning  opened  the  fourth 
annual  session  in  Chatata  Academy;  fifty-six  students  were  in  attend¬ 
ance 


Monday,  September  10:  Today  at  12  o’clock  Mr.  Cowart  and  his 
numerous  family  left  Chatata  for  Illinois.  At  4  p.  m.  old  Mrs.  Morris 
was  buried.  She  died  on  the  night  of  the  9th  .  .  .  Wednesday,  Sept¬ 
ember  12th:  Today  I  went  on  W.  L.  Hall’s  security  to  Mrs.  E.  Taylor 
for  $15  and  took  as  my  security  fifteen  bushels  of  wheat  .  .  .  Fri¬ 
day,  September  21st.  This  morning  at  7:30  a  long  excursion  train 
passed  up  to  Knoxville  to  carry  those  wishing  to  be  at  the  reception 
of  President  Hayes  in  that  city.  About  9  a.  m.  a  special  train  passed 
Chatata  carrying  President  Hayes  and  a  portion  of  his  cabinet,  Key 
and  Evarts.  When  the  train  passed  I  was  in  the  school  room  hearing 
a  class  in  English  grammar  .  .  .  Saturday,  Sept.  22:  This  morning 
about  ten  o’clock  I  walked  over  to  W.  C.  Day’s  and  very  unexpectedly 
found  father  there.  He  had  come  to  Cleveland  from  Alabama  on  the 
night  before  and  came  out  in  a  buggy  and  sent  over  to  Chatata  for 
Ruth.  We  all  spent  the  day  at  Mr.  Day’s  and  in  the  evening  went  to 
Cleveland  where  we  spent  the  night  at  Mr.  John  Goodner’s  .  .  .  Sun¬ 
day,  September  23:  Today  at  11  a.  m.  father  preached  in  the  Sou¬ 
thern  Methodist  church  from  I  Corinthians  13th  chapter  1-7  verses. 
I  enjoyed  the  sermon  very  much  indeed.  We  dined  at  Dr.  G.  A.  Long’s. 
Ruth  and  I  returned  to  Chatata  on  the  train  at  S  p.  m.  and  left 
father  expecting  to  start  for  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  at  12  M  on  Monday  .  .  . 
Saturday,  September  29:  I  made  my  first  horse  trade  this  morning 
by  purchasing  for  one  hundred  dollars  a  fine  horse  from  Mr.  J.  W. 
Rowan,  of  Alabama.  Tonight  at  7  o’clock  we  went  to  the  Academy 
to  hear  Rev . . . ,  a  Campbeliite  minister  preach.  He  preach¬ 

ed  from  Hebrews  12th  chapter,  “Wherefore  seeing  that  we  are  com¬ 
passed  about  by  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  etc.”  This  was  the 
first  time  I  had  ever  heard  a  minister  of  this  denomination  preach. 
Candor  compels  me  to  say  that  the  reputation  of  Campbeliite  preachers 
for  scholarship  suffered  in  my  estimation  from  hearing  the  brother’s 
discourse;  although  he  preached  a  “plain  gospel  sermon.”  Y.  Kibler, 
Esq.,  opened  the  service  by  reading  the  119th  Psalm  and  singing  the 
hymn  “Show  pity,  Lord  etc.”  The  audience  was  rather  small,  but  of 
respectable  size,  considering.  This  evening  I  received  the  first  water 
elevator  from  Atkins,  Brooks  &  Co.,  Knoxville,  Tennessee  .  .  .  Sun¬ 
day,  September  30:  This  morning  at  11  o’clock  Rev.  Mr.  McCash 
preached  again  in  the  Academy  from  the  8th  chapter  of  Romans. 


eniitA  Xi  rim  .^rivd  k  puiO 


o.  ia!.;  a  r  ■  i  "1  T!  .  I  ■  ::r(,  --r  -  < 

•  .'oI'4  uc  :  o.j  09  >J-  .Ha#r»  Jot'.1  *  *  '* 

Hi-  .t  •  mw!  1n9l>j:ija^’iW 
iuv  bi  i  .  .*>•'  ii’k  i  -  (J  i  U  no  u:<  '  *•-«  i-'i 

‘  ;i  i  0"  8  «’!»  -  *f''  '■  *1  J 

i  ‘  i  l  iV 

I  - 

,:>r ,  A  >  yaboT  k  feb.'-oS  .. 


.  i  v  a»  r 

-j  ;  .  .  ^  I  i  i  v»  3i'i 

■  i  •  /!-  'if  ■  i  -7  .••-»  •  >>'■''  «**  I  “Jiff  ill-i 

A  A  f  J1  Yif  1*  1f  • 

n/>  i 

.)  .;■  !>:•*  '•  -.>! 

•T«  if  <  J  rt  Kfi  ;;ttf  tn  ft  «f*>  a 

If  yto  /  i  j 

iM.}  /,  ;  .  j  i  '  ’ ft f  (’  ■  r  “  '■  •*  -  •' '  < 

!  J-  -  I  \ll 

^ni;  ■  i  'i  ♦>  ■  n  ,!  ■>  7 • ■  ilwa  •  •' 1  tor  -y 

I'  ■■'.  f  »no  Ml  -,  w  yr 

,  jJ<\  j  ^ 

i/Oli  j>  •ittOTj  o*  v  • ;  i-'1  •••  : 

’>&-''hv,n  in  :  -  •••  bi  f  iY 

:<  j  ' ; r  •  .JriT  v-  '•’>  '-->su  iiiWKtn 

>")  :  v  •  / 

tp,  r&  I  'job*  R;i;  i3  .v«i 

. fs(jH  to  ;  ■?  oi i i  ••  i'  vrrt^bu  \  *<iJ  ni  niin  ba  :a*w, 


16 


Diary  of  Benjamin  E.  Atkins 


Wednesday,  October  3rd:  This  evening  at  4  p.  m.,  a  child  of  Col. 
J.  S.  Byrd’s  and  one  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Johnson’s  were  buried  at  the  church 
in  this  place  (Chatata).  They  were  both  buried  in  the  same  grave. 
Funeral  services  by  Rev.  K.  C.  Atkins  .  .  .  Tuesday,  October  23rd: 
Today  at  noon  Jimmy  and  many  other  ministers  passed  down  to  Cleve¬ 
land  to  attend  the  conference  .  .  .  Wednesday,  October  24th:  Today 
I  suspended  school  at  4  p.  m.  so  that  we  might  attend  conference. 
This  is  the  only  time  that  I  have  ever  suspended  school  except  at 
the  time  of  my  marriage — the  14th  and  15th  of  October,  1875  .  .  . 
Thursday,  October  25th:  This  morning  I  went  to  Cleveland  on  horse¬ 
back  to  attend  conference.  As  I  passed  the  church  house,  W.  H.  Pat¬ 
terson  and  others  were  digging  the  grave  of  Mrs.  Snider,  who  was 
buried  at  4  p.  m.  .  .  .  Friday,  October  26th:  I  again  went  to  conference 
this  morning.  I  came  out  to  Mr.  Day’s  this  evening,  where  Ruth  was 
staying,  and  spent  the  night  .  .  .  Saturday,  October  27th:  This  morn¬ 
ing  Ruth  and  I  came  over  to  Chatata  and  at  noon  went  down  to  Cleve¬ 
land.  At  3  p.  m.  sister  and  Anderson  came  up  from  Chattanooga  and 
I  met  them  at  the  depot.  At  3  p.  m.  Dr.  T.  0.  Summers,  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  preached  in  the  Methodist  church.  At  night  in  the  same  church 
was  held  a  missionary  meeting  at  which  speeches  were  made  by  Dr. 
Summers  and  Dr.  McFerrin.  A  collection  was  taken  amounting  to 
three  hundred  and  forty  two  dollars  .  .  .  Sunday,  October  28th:  This 
'morning  at  9  o’clock  a  lovefeast  meeting  was  held  in  the  Methodist 
Church;  the  spirit  of  praise  pervaded  the  assembly  and  the  meeting 
was  a  good  one.  At  11  a.  m.  Bishop  Doggett  preached  from  Revel¬ 
ations  19:  6-7.  Tonight  at  8  o’clock  Ruth  and  I  returned  home  to 
resume  work  in  the  school  room  .  .  .  Monday,  October  29th:  At  3 
p.  m.  sister  came  up  from  Chattanooga  to  spend  a  few  days  with  us. 
.  .  .  Wednesday,  October  31st:  Brother  James  came  up  from  Cleve¬ 
land  this  evening  at  3  o’clock,  conference  having  adjourned  at  1 
o’clock.  James  preached  in  the  church  at  this  place  (Chatata)  at  7 
p.  m.  from  Luke  23-42  and  43,  “And  he  said  unto  Jesus,  Lord,  re¬ 
member  me  when  thou  comest  into  thy  kingdom.  And  Jesus  said  unto 
him,  Verily  I  say  unto  thee  today  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradise” — 
“The  dying  attitude  of  a  living  Savior  to  the  living  attitude  of  a 
dying  sinner.”  Reverend  J.  W.  Roberson  assisted  in  the  services  and  then 
he  went  home  with  us  and  spent  the  night. 

Thursday,  November  1st:  This  evening  at  3  o’clock  Jimmie  left  for 
Mossy  Creek,  after  having  spent  twenty-four  hours  with  us.  At  12  m 
sister  left  for  her  home  in  Chattanooga  .  .  .  Sunday,  November  4th: 
At  11  a.  m.  Rev.  J.  W.  Roberson  preached  in  the  place  of  Rev.  T.  R. 
Handy,  who  is  our  appointed  pastor  for  the  present  year;  he  comes  to 
fill  the  place  which  Rev.  K.  C.  Atkins  has  filled  for  four  years  past, 
from  the  fall  of  1873  .  .  .  Wednesday,  November  7th:  This  evening 
on  dismissing  school  I  distributed  the  “Quarterly  Reports”  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1877-78  .  .  .  Friday,  November  9th:  At  noon  today  W.  C. 
Day  went  to  Chattanooga  to  make  arrangements  to  take  Mrs.  S.  W. 
Day  to  McPherson,  Kansas  .  .  .  Saturday,  November  10th:  At  noon 
today  Mrs.  S.  W.  Day  and  her  son,  Johnnie,  went  to  Chattanooga  to 
start  with  Mr.  Day  to  McPherson,  Kansas.  Johnnie  was  just  three 
years  old  the  day  they  started.  Miss  Minerva  Kelley  went  with  them 
a  part  of  the  way.  She  was  going  to  Coatsburg.  I  carried  Johnnie 
into  the  train  at  Chatata  and  W.  G.  Bryant  put  on  their  baggage. 
There  was  quite  a  crowd  of  people  out  to  see  them  start.  In  the 
evening  Ruth  and  I  went  over  to  Mr.  Day’s  to  spend  the  night  .  .  . 
Thursday,  November  29th:  At  9  p.  m.  today  W.  C.  Day  returned  to 
Chatata  after  having  gone  to  McPherson,  Kansas,  and  thence  to  Decatur, 
Iowa,  to  visit  his  brother,  J.  S.  Day.  He  had  spent  three  weeks  on 
the  trip  .  .  .  Friday,  November  30th:  Ruth  and  I  went  to  Mr.  Day’s 
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tonight  to  spend  the  night.  Mr.  Day  told  us  many  interestings  things 
concerning  Kansas  and  Iowa.  He  brought  with  him  quite  a  number 
of  curiosities  among  which  was  a  shepherd  dog  which  he  calls  Jack 
in  honor,  I  presume,  of  J.  S.  Day. 

Saturday,  December  1st:  This  evening  at  3  o’clock  Brother  T.  R. 
Handy,  our  pastor  for  this  year,  called  on  us  for  the  first  time.  My 
impression  of  him  is  very  fine.  I  shall  give  him  all  the  aid  I  can  in 
his  noble  work  .  .  .  Friday,  December  21st:  Today  at  noon  the  fall 
term  of  my  school  at  Chatata  for  1877  closed.  The  ‘attendance  of 
spectators  was  smaller  than  ever  before  on  any  similar  occasion.  At 
night  the  literary  society  had  a  public  debate  on  the  query:  “Resolved, 
That  the  United  States  should  have  a  property  qualification  for  vot¬ 
ing.”  The  speakers  on  the  affirmative  were  S.  P.  Morris  and  myself, 
on  the  negative  Dr.  J.  H.  Johnson  and  Sam  Kibler.  James  H.  Ramsey 
was  president.  The  decision  was  given  in  favor  of  the  negative  .  .  . 
Tuesday,  December  25:  Tonight  the  Sabbath  school  had  a  Christmas 
“vine”  in  the  church.  It  was  quite  a  success.  Ruth  and  I,  both  being 
sick,  did  not  attend  .  .  .  Saturday,  December  29:  Tonight  at  9  o’clock 
father  and  Cousin  Lizzie  Coleman  came  up  from  Chattanooga  to  visit 
us.  The  train  carried  them  way  beyond  the  depot  and  put  them  off 
in  the  mud.  We  had  quite  a  time  getting  back  through  the  mud  and 
water  .  .  .  Sunday,  December  30:  Today  at  11  a.  m.  father  preached 
for  us  .  .  .  Monday,  December  31st:  Father  went  to  McMinn  county 
to  move  Uncle  Allen  (Atkins)  to  Missouri. 

1878 

Tuesday,  January  1st:  This  morning  Mr.  Day  sent  the  buggy 
over  and  Ruth  and  Cousin  Lizzie  and  I  went  out  to  his  home  and 
spent  the  day.  In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Day,  Will  Bryan  and  myself 
went  out  on  the  ridge  to  survey.  This  evening  father  passed  down 
to  Cleveland  and  ran  in  to  see  us  while  we  were  at  supper  .  .  . 
Wednesday,  January  2nd:  Today  at  3  p.  m.  father  passed  up  to 
Knoxville  to  visit  George  and  Jack  .  .  .  Friday,  January  4th:  Today 
at  noon  father  passed  down  on  his  way  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
Cousin  Lizzie  returned  with  him  to  Chattanooga.  Uncle  Allen  Atkins 
and  family  were  going  on  to  Missouri  .  .  .  Saturday,  January  5th: 
Brother  Handy  came  down  today  and  spent  his  first  night  with  us  to¬ 
night  .  .  .  Sunday,  January  6th:  Today  I  was  to  have  opened  my 
eighth  semi-annual  session  in  Chatata  Academy.  The  weather  was 
so  intensely  cold  that  only  one  student  put  in  his  appearance,  James 
Eldridge.  I  gave  him  employment  in  helping  me  ceil  a  school  room 
upstairs.  Late  in  the  evening  four  young  men  from  Birchwood  and 
one  from  Georgetown  moved  into  the  dormitories  .  .  .  Tuesday,  Jan¬ 
uary  8th:  This  morning  I  opened  school  with  about  16  students,  but 
with  good  prospects  for  a  liberal  increase. 

Saturday,  February  2nd:  This  morning  I  went  to  Cleveland  and 
drew  $225,  free  school  money  on  the  fall  session  of  1877.  Of  this 
amount  I  paid  W.  W.  Wood  ten  dollars  for  a  stove;  and  paid  G.  W. 
Sally  one  hundred  on  note  .  .  .  Sunday,  February  3rd:  Today  at 
11  o’clock  Brother  Handy  preached  for  us  from  Matthew  7:24-27.  To¬ 
night  we  read  the  address  of  the  bishops  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South, 
and  also  the  General  Rules  of  the  Church  .  .  .  Thursday,  February 
14th:  This  evening  I  walked  to  P.  L.  Bryan’s  to  attend  the  marriage 
of  James  R.  McFarland  of  Walker  County,  Georgia,  to  Miss  Alice 
Bryan.  They  were  married  at  6:30  p.  m.  by  Rev.  T.  R.  Handy. 

Saturday,  March  16th:  This  morning  at  10  o’clock,  on  the  freight 
train,  Dr.  I.  0.  Day,  from  McPherson,  Kansas,  arrived  at  Chatata;  he 
found  me  dirty  and  ragged,  working  in  the  garden  .  .  .  Thursday, 
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March  28th:  Dr.  I.  0.  Day,  after  spending  nearly  two  weeks,  started 
for  McPhearson,  Kansas,  at  12  o’clock,  taking  Sue  Day  with  him.  They 
dined  with  us  before  starting. 

Saturday,  April  6th:  Today  I  went  to  Cleveland  to  hear  Col.  John 
H.  Savage  deliver  a  political  speech.  His  theme  was  the  payment  of 
the  bonded  debt  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  He  argued  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Tennessee  are  neither  legally  nor  morally  bound  to  pay  one 
cent  of  said  debt,  but  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  of  getting  the  matter 
settled,  he  is  willing  to  pay  33  1-3  per  cent  of  the  debt.  From  the 
tenor  of  his  discourse,  I  am  satisfied  that  Col.  Savage  is  a  Repudia- 
tionist.  I  don’t  think  the  people  of  this  State  should  put  in  the  guber¬ 
natorial  chair  any  man  who  favors  a  repudiation  of  the  State  debt. 

Wednesday,  May  16th:  Today  at  2  p.  m.  father  and  Jimmy  came 
up  from  Atlanta,  Georgia,  to  pay  us  a  short  visit;  they  had  been  at¬ 
tending  the  General  Conference  of  the  “M.  E.  Church,  South”  .  .  . 
Thursday,  May  17th:  At  12  m.  today  father  left  for  Chattanooga 
and  at  2  p.  m.  Jimmie  started  for  Knoxville  on  his  way  to  his  home  at 
Asheville,  N.  C.  .  .  .  Thursday,  May  23rd:  The  Clionian  Literary 
Society  of  Chatata  Academy  gave  a  debate  tonight  concerning  the  classifi¬ 
cation  of  five  principal  races  of  mankind  under  distinct  governments. 
This  debate  was  part  of  the  closing  exercises  of  the  school  for  the 
year  .  .  .  Friday,  May  24th:  Today  \Ve  had  the  public  examinations 
and  at  night  the  closing  exercises  of  the  year,  which  is  the  fourth 
that  I  have  taught  at  this  place. 

Sunday,  June  16th:  Today  at  3:30  p.  m.  our  first  child  was 
born — a  boy  (Emmet  Day)  weighing  9  pounds.  Dr.  S.  H.  Day  of  Cleve¬ 
land  was  in  attendance  .  .  .  Wednesday,  June  26th:  Today  I  attended 
the  State  Teachers  Institute  convened  in  Cleveland  to  continue  for 
three  days.  The  institute  was  held  by  Hon.  Leon  Trousdale,  State 
superintendent  .  .  .  Friday,  June  28th:  Today  I  again  attended  the 
institute  which  adjourned  at  12  m.  Many  subjects  of  interest  and 
importance  were  discussed  in  the  convention  .  .  .  Saturday,  June  29th: 
Today  I  borrowed  from  G.  W.  Sallee  $200,  of  which  I  sent  $130  to 
father  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  Col.  J.  S.  Byrd  went  my  security, 
to  whom  I  gave  a  deed  of  trust  on  my  property  in  Chatata,  Tennessee. 
Paid  Kibler  &  Son  $50  on  note  .  .  .  Sunday,  June  30th:  At  11  a.  m. 
today,  Rev.  K.  C.  Atkins  preached  the  funeral  of  Miss  Amanda  Larrison. 

Wednesday,  July  3rd,  Tyner’s  Station:  Today  I  came  from  Chatata 
to  this  place  on  my  way  to  Chattanooga  and  Georgia.  I  arrived  at 
Mrs.  Varnell’s  in  this  place  about  4  p.  m.  and  am  spending  the  night. 
.  .  .  Thursday,  July  4th:  Today  I  came  from  Tyner’s  to  Chattanooga 
on  horseback,  arriving  at  1  p.  m.  Chattanooga  is  giving  a  “grand 
celebration  of  the  102nd  anniversary  of  American  Independnence”.  .  .  . 
Friday,  July  5th:  Today  after  putting  sister  on  the  train  to  come 
to  Chatata,  I  rode  out  to  Major  McFarland’s  at  Rossville  to  spend 
the  night.  In  the  evening  Chris  Norvell  and  Lee  Morrison  came  down 
from  a  trip  on  Lookout  Mountain  and  we  spent  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  playing  croquet  .  .  .Saturday,  July  6th,  Tyner’s  Station:  This 
morning  I  went  to  X.  G.  McFarland’s  and  after  spending  a  few  hours 
went  to  Mr.  Dickert’s  where  we  took  dinner,  thence  to  Mr.  Sanders’ 
at  Chickamauga  and  back  to  this  place,  Tyner’s  .  .  .  Sunday,  July 
7th:  This  morning  I  went  to  hear  Brother  Dawn  preach  at  the  Academy, 
a  short  distance  from  Tyner’s  .  .  .  Monday,  July  8th:  Today  I  went 
from  Tyner’s  to  Birchwood  and  spent  the  night  at  Pleas  Doughtie’s 
on  the  river  .  .  .  Tuesday,  July  9th:  Today  I  came  from  Birchwood 
to  Georgetown  and  dined  at  Brother  Roberson’s  and  came  to  Chatata 
by  way  of  Cleveland  .  .  .  Thursday,  July  18th:  Today  I  went  to 
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attend  District  Conference  at  Charleston,  Tennessee  .  .  .  Saturday, 
July  20th:  I  was  for  the  first  time  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Holston 
Annual  Conference  which  is  to  meet  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  October 
23rd. 

Monday,  August  5th:  Today  I  opened  my  6th  annual  session  in 
Chatata  Academy  with  Mr.  John  Webb  as  my  associate,  the  school 
numbering  nearly  one  hundred. 

Wednesday,  September  4th:  This  evening  at  3:30  o’clock  George 
came  down  from  Mossy  Creek  on  his  way  to  Bennettsville,  Alabama. 
.  .  .  Tuesday,  September  17th:  At  7:30  p.  m.  father  and  Cousin  Lizzie 
Coleman  came  from  Chattanooga  to  escape  the  yellow  feaver  which 
is  raging  fearfully  this  season  there  and  in  many  cities  on  the  Missi¬ 
ssippi. 

Saturday,  October  5th:  This  morning  Brother  Haney  began  a 
protracted  meeting  at  this  place,  which  bids  fair  to  be  a  good  meet 
ing.  Today  G.  W.  Sallee  sued  me  for  $448  before  P.  L.  Bryan,  Esq., 
because  I  refused  to  keep  his  grandson,  Tommie  Beeler,  in  school  and 
surrender  my  prerogative  to  correct  him  .  .  .  Monday,  October  7th: 
At  11  a.  m.  Bright  Robertson  preached  his  trial  sermon  at  Chatata 
from  Acts  16th  chapter,  Paul  and  Silas  at  Phillippi,  etc.  It  was  a 
good  effort;  he  spoke  with  great  ease  and  very  little  embarassment. 
The  church  recommended  him  for  a  license  to  preach  .  .  .  Tuesday, 
October  8th:  Tonight  there  were  several  conversions  at  the  revival, 
among  whom  were  Jerry  Rogers,  Hartsill  Norvill,  Willie  Underwood, 
Hettie  Morrison,  George  Evitt,  Cynthia  Bates,  Mattie  Morrison  and 
Morris  H.  Doughtry,  students  of  mine  .  .  .  Wednesday,  October  9th: 
The  revival  continues  with  increasing  interest.  Among  the  conver¬ 
sions  tonight  were  James  Eldridge,  Tom  Morrison,  John  Widener, 
Chris  Norvill.  At  11  a.  m.  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  from  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
preached  on  the  parable  of  the  mustard  seed.  Again  at  6:30  p.  m.  he 
preached  .  .  .  Monday,  October  14th:  At  5  o’clock  a.  m.,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Day,  Ruth’s  grandmother,  died.  They  disinterred  her  husband,  Issac 
Day,  who  had  been  buried  nearly  six  years,  and  buried  them  both 
in  the  same  grave.  Rev.  Robert  Turner,  of  Memphis,  preached  the 
funeral  sermon  to  a  large  crowd  at  the  graveyard  at  4  p.  m.  .  .  .  Wed¬ 
nesday,  October  16th:  Tonight  I  completed  the  reading  of  Bishop  E. 
M.  Marvin’s  book  of  travels  “To  the  East  by  Way  of  the  West.” 
It  is  a  grand  book  .  .  .  Tuesday,  October  22nd,  Knoxville:  At  1:30 
p.  m.  I  left  Chatata  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Holston  Conference 
as  a  delegate  from  the  Chattanooga  District.  We  arrived  in  Knoxville 
at  4:40  p.  m.  Brother  Jack  met  me  at  the  car-shed.  Father  and  I 
lodge  at  S.  T.  Atkin’s  and  take  our  meals  at  Jack’s.  At  7  p.  m.  we 
went  to  Church  Street  Methodist  Church  to  hear  Rev.  John  Boring 
preach  .  .  .  Wednesday,  October  23rd:  Conference  opened  this  morn¬ 
ing  at  9  o’clock,  Bishop  H.  H.  Kavanaugh  presiding.  There  was  a 
large  number  of  ministers  and  laymen  present.  I  was  appointed  on 
the  Committee  of  Education  with  G.  W.  Miles,  T.  P.  Summers,  T. 
R.  Handy,  G.  C.  Rankin  and  Pendleton  .  .  .  Saturday,  October  26th: 
At  7  p.  m.  in  Church  Street  Church  was  held  the  missionary  an¬ 
niversary.  The  audience  was  addressed  by  Drs.  J.  B.  McFerrin  and 
O.  P.  Fitzerald.  At  this  session  I  met  Dr.  Fitzgerald  for  the  first 
time.  He  was  elected  by  the  General  Conference  at  Atlanta  in  May, 
1878,  as  editor  of  the  Nashville  Christian  Advocate  .  .  .  Sunday, 
October  27th:  At  10:30  a.  m.  I  heard  Bishop  Kavanaugh  preach  in 
Church  Street  Church  to  a  very  large  congregation;  text,  “Who  is 
this  Son  of  Man?”  It  was  a  magnificent  sermon,  in  my  humble  judg¬ 
ment  .  .  .  Monday,  October  28th:  This  morning  at  5  o’clock  I  went  to 
Mossy  Creek  to  see  Col.  J.  A.  Branner  and  received  from  him  an  order 
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on  E.  Rowley  for  $100  and  an  order  to  Dr.  James  Mahoney  for  a  note 
on  Mrs.  Osbourne  for  $57.  Tuesday  morning  I  returned  to  Knoxville. 
.  .  .  Wednesday,  October  30th  Chatata:  After  a  week  very  pleas¬ 
antly  spent  in  Knoxville  I  returned  to  Chatata.  Rev.  K.  C.  Atkins 
was  sent  to  this  station. 

Friday,  November  1st:  This  evening  father  started  for  Arkansas 
after  having  spent  several  weeks  with  us,  greatly  to  our  delight  .  .  . 
Saturday,  November  2nd:  This  morning  when  sister  went  up  to  her 
room  from  breakfast  she  found  her  little  girl,  Sarah  Amanda  McFar¬ 
land,  dead  in  bed.  She  was  about  two  months  old.  I  went  to  Cleve¬ 
land  and  dispatched  (a  message)  to  Anderson  McFarland  .  .  .  Sun¬ 
day,  November  3rd:  At  11  a.  m.  K.  C.  Atkins  preached  his  first 
sermon  for  the  year.  At  2:30  p.  m.  sister’s  little  girl  was  buried  in 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  churchyard  at  this  place.  Rev.  K.  C. 
Atkins  performed  the  burial  service  .  .  .  Monday,  November  4th:  To¬ 
night  J.  A.  McFarland  came  up  from  Chattanooga.  The  train  carried 
him  about  two  miles  beyond  the  town  and  he  had  to  walk  back.  .  .  . 
Saturday,  November  9th:  This  morning  Cousin  Lizzie  Coleman  went 
to  Chattanooga  after  a  stay  with  us  of  seven  and  a  half  weeks  .  .  . 
Friday,  November  15th:  At  7:30  p.  m.  Sue  Day  returned  from  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  Kansas,  after  a  stay  there  of  nearly  eight  months.  The 
night  was  dark  and  rainy.  Mr.  Day  met  her  and  took  her  home  on 
horseback  .  .  .  Saturday,  November  23rd:  I  transferred  to  W.  C. 
Day  the  mortgage  on  my  house  and  lot,  which  was  given  to  J.  S.  Byrd 
on  June  29,  1878,  said  mortgage  never  having  been  recorded,  W.  C. 
Day  having  sometime  since  gone  security  on  said  note  instead  of  Byrd. 
The  mortgage  is  not  to  be  enforced  until  two  whole  years  from  this 
date,  and  covers  three  notes  instead  of  one,  two  to  G.  W.  Sallee  and 
of  Chatata  Academy.  We  had  no  public  exercises  .  .  .  Wednesday,  Dec. 
25th:  Took  Christmas  dinner  at  Mr.  Day’s.  W.  G.  Bryan  and  wife  and 
G.  W.  Day  were  there  .  .  .  Sunday,  December  29th:  Finished  reading  a 
book  of  554  pages  entitled  “Our  Children”,  by  Dr.  Atticus  G.  Haygood, 
president  of  Emory  College,  Georgia.  This  is  a  magnificent  book  and 
ought  to  be  read  and  practiced  by  every  parent  in  the  land, 
one  to  J.  R.  Taylor  .  .  .  Sunday,  November  24th:  I  received  from  Dr. 
James  Mahoney  of  Loudon  a  note  for  $57  in  favor  of  J.  A.  Branner 
of  Mossy  Creek  against  Mrs.  Evaline  Osborn  of  Loudon  county,  which 
note,  if  collected,  is  to  go  towards  paying  a  note  I  hold  on  J.  A.  Branner 
for  $211,  dated  June  12,  1877  .  .  .  Wednesday,  November  27th:  This 
morning  at  7  o’clock  sister  returned  to  Chattanooga  after  having  spent 
four  months  and  22  days  with  us. 

Saturday,  December  7th:  Tonight  in  the  Methodist  church  at 
Chatata  the  choir  of  the  Sabbath  school,  Robert  A.  Ramsey,  leader, 
gave  a  concert  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  balance  due  on  the  organ. 
The  attendance  was  about  225.  Receipts  $20.46  .  .  .  Friday,  December 
14th:  Tonight  I  finished  reading  the  works  of  Flavius  Josephus,  Jewish 
historian  .  .  .  Friday,  December  21:  Today  we  closed  the  fall  term  of  1878 

1879 

Monday,  January  6th:  This  morning  Mr.  Webb  and  I  opened  the 
spring  term  for  this  year.  There  were  about  twelve  students  present, 
with  a  prospect  of  15  or  20  from  a  distance  .  .  .  Sunday,  January 
12th:  Finished  reading  a  book  entitled  “The  God-Man”,  by  Townsend. 
It  is  an  interesting  and  highly  instructive  work,  treating  first  of  the 
universal  search  after  God  in  the  flesh  and  secondly  of  that  grand  idea 
as  realized  in  Christ. 

Monday,  February  3rd:  Went  to  Cleveland  and  drew  $112  of  free 
school  money,  $40  of  which  I  paid  Mr.  John  Webb,  $10  to  Mr.  Hart- 
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egen  and  loaned  $50  to  W.  C.  Day. 

Thursday,  April  10th:  Sold  my  horse  to  George  W.  Day  for  $40, 
payable  June  1,  1879.  He  agreed  that,  if  he  should  dispose  of  him 
for  anything  more  than  $40,  he  would  pay  me  the  excess  .  .  .  Friday, 
April  11th:  Brother  Jack  stopped  with  us  on  his  way  from  Nash¬ 
ville  .  .  .  Monday,  April  21st:  Paid  G.  W.  Sallee  $70  on  judgment 
rendered  by  P.  L.  Bryan,  October  5,  1878. 

Saturday,  May  17th:  Received  by  express  from  Mrs.  E.  C.  Os¬ 
born  $30  on  a  note  against  her  which  I  received  from  J*.  A.  Branner 
at  Mossy  Creek  .  .  .  Friday,  May  23rd:  Closed  my  fifth  scholastic 
year  as  teacher  at  Chatata.  The  exercises  were  good,  the  crowd  large 
and  the  students  acquitted  themselves  well  .  .  .  Saturday,  May  24th: 
Went  to  Cleveland  where  Mr.  Day  paid  G.  W.  Sallee  balance  on  judg¬ 
ment  $395  and  balance  due  on  note  $154,  making  in  all  $549.  I  then 
paid  Mr.  Day  $180,  leaving  me  in  his  debt  $369,  for  which  amount  I 
gave  him  my  individual  note  due  one  day  after  date  .  .  .  Wednesday, 
May  28th:  Leaving  Emmet  with  Grandpa  Day,  Ruth  and  I  started  in 
a  buggy  to  attend  district  conference  at  Trenton,  Georgia.  We  went 
as  far  as  Chattanooga  where  we  spent  the  night  with  sister  at  the 
Eblen  House  .  .  .  Thursday,  May  29th:  Drove  from  Chattanooga  to 
Trenton  and  arrived  at  the  latter  place  about  noon.  We  were  lodged 
at  Mr.  Jack  Stringer’s.  Conference  opened  at  2  p.  m.,  Rev.  J.  H.  Keith, 
presiding.  I  was  elected  secretary. 

Monday,  June  2nd:  District  conference  closed  Sunday  night  and 
this  morning  we  drove  to  Chattanooga.  It  rained  on  us  all  the  way. 
We  spent  the  night  in  Chattanooga  and  came  to  Chatata  on  Tuesday, 
June  3rd  .  .  .  Friday,  June  27th:  Father  came  up  from  Alabama 
to  pay  us  a  short  visit  .  .  .  Sunday,  June  29th:  This  morning  at  11 
o’clock,  father  addressed  the  Sabbath  school  at  Chatata  and  at  night 
preached  for  us  .  .  .  Monday,  June  30th:  Father  was  taken  sick  at 
my  house  and  suffered  very  much. 

Friday,  July  4th:  The  Sabbath  schools  at  this  place,  Julian’s 
Chapel  and  the  Baptist  church  had  a  celebration  at  Julian’s  Chapel. 
I  did  not  attend  on  account  of  father’s  sickness  .  .  .Monday,  July  7th: 
Father  left  for  Chattanooga  after  having  spent  more  than  a  week 
with  us,  during  a  part  of  which  time  he  was  very  sick  .  .  .  Wednes¬ 
day,  July  16th,  Helderbrand  Springs,  Polk  county,  Tennessee,  three 
miles  east  of  Benton:  Today  Milt  and  Bob  Bryan  brought  A.  A. 
Ragsdale  and  myself  with  our  families  from  Chatata  to  this  place 
to  spend  a  few  weeks  for  health,  which  is  very  low  in  my  particular 
case,  I  being  scarcely  able  to  ride  up  the  mountain  on  horseback  .  .  . 
Monday,  July  21st:  Haskel  Widener  came  up  from  Chatata  bring¬ 
ing  me  a  letter  from  Brother  James,  written  at  Asheville,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  stating  that  he  had  leased  the  “female  college”  in  that  city 
and  offering  me  the  board  of  myself  and  family  and  a  salary  of  $600 
to  fill  the  chair  of  mathematics  and  natural  science.  I  have  just 
written  accepting  his  proposition  .  .  .  Saturday,  July  26th:  This  even¬ 
ing  a  most  terrific  rain  fell  on  the  mountain,  wetting  us  and  driv¬ 
ing  me  from  my  tent  .  .  .  Sunday,  July  27th:  Willie  Day  came  up 
from  Chatata  to  see  us.  I  sent  word  for  Milt  Bryan  to  come  after 
me  Monday;  the  heavy  rain  on  the  mountain  Saturday  rather  disgusted 
me  with  “tent  life  in  the  mountains.”  At  11  o’clock  Rev.  Mr.  Burns, 
a  Baptist  minister,  preached  on  the  platform  at  the  spring  to  a  small 
congregation  .  .  .  Monday,  July  29th:  Milt  came  for  us.  Mr.  R. 
and  myself  met  him  down  in  the  valley  whither  we  had  gone  in  search 
of  butter  and  eggs.  J.  L.  Bryan  came  with  him  .  .  .  Tuesday,  July 
29th:  Raining  and  dismal;  we  start  to  Chatata  to  prepare  for  going 
to  Asheville. 


.  wiC  V;  .  L:  :?  l  !  9 

ant.  eida^an 

«•><•  >-i Vii r  t-.ii;  i  bn-,  'd  oi 

**  g!  10b  ,cu  )iM w 

J.  ;Jt  iti*  ,o4i;( 

'/rti  ftj.  off!  Jfhf 

".trH* ‘nuorn  atfi  m  *Atf  tfiiw"  Aliw  a«i 

j<i  av  ;I*t"nci&>  iii  fn.  iil 


22 


Diary  of  Benjamin  E.  Atkins 


Wednesday,  August  6th:  Took  Ruth  to  Cleveland  and  then  went 
to  Nipper’s  schoolhouse  with  Mr.  Day  to  assist  him  in  surveying  some 
land.  Returned  to  Cleveland  about  1  o’clock.  I  sold  my  county  school 
claim  calling  for  a  balance  of  $223  to  Jno.  Parker,  cashier  of  the  bank, 
for  $218  .  .  .  Thursday,  August  7th:  Election  to  determine  whether 
the  State  of  Tennessee  would  agree  to  accept  a  compromise  to  pay 
the  State  debt  at  50  cents  on  the  dollar.  The  proposed  compromise 
was  rejected  by  a  very  large  majority  .  .  .  Monday,  August  18th: 
Went  to  Cleveland  to  give  my  deposition  in  the  case  of  Nipper  versus 
Hunt  and  others;  this  was  my  first  experience  as  a  witness  in  court 
and  I  trust  it  may  be  my  last,  as  I  do  not  like  to  be  bored  with  “Doubt¬ 
ful  balances  of  rights  and  wrongs,  and  weary  lawyers  with  endless 
tongues”  .  .  .  Saturday,  August  23rd:  Rented  my  house  in  Chatata 
to  Dr.  Jno.  L.  Shugart  for  $40  per  year  and  made  Sam  Kibler  my 
agent  .  .  .  Tuesday,  August  26th,  Knoxville:  At  11  o’clock  we  took 
the  cars  at  Chatata  and  came  to  Knoxville  where  we  will  spend  a  day 
or  two  with  Brother  Jack  and  family  and  then  proceed  to  Asheville. 
.  .  .  Thursday,  August  28th,  Warm  Springs:  Came  from  Knoxville 
to  this  place  where  we  spent  the  night  before  taking  the  stage  to 
Asheville. 


ASHEVILLE,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Friday,  August  29th:  About  10  tonight  we  reached  Asheville 
after  a  wearisome  day’s  ride  in  the  stage  from  Warm  Springs,  a 
distance  of  37  miles.  The  road  runs  along  the  right  bank  of  the 
French  Board  river  all  the  way  to  within  about  two  miles  of  the 
city.  Our  company  in  the  stage  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Enos  from 
Illinois,  who  were  going  to  Asheville  in  search  of  health.  Three  years 
ago  today  I  arrived  at  Mossy  Creek  to  teach  in  Branner  Institute. 

Wednesday,  September  10th:  The  college  opened  with  about  50 
students,  with  the  prospect  of  increasing  to  75  or  100  during  the 
term. 

Friday,  October  17th:  Emmet  is  16  months  and  one  day  old,  and 
has  spent  the  entire  day  in  walking  about  the  room,  this  being  his 
first  experience  .  .  .  Sunday,  October  19th:  Bishop  W.  W.  Wightman 
preached  in  the  Methodist  church;  text,  “Let  us,  therefore,  approach 
boldly  to  the  throne  of  heavenly  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy 
and  find  grace  to  help  us  in  time  of  need,”  Hebrews  4:16.  I  heard 
him  preach  ten  years  ago,  in  the  summer  of  1869,  at  Sulphur  Springs, 
Smythe  county,  Virginia  .  .  .  Monday,  October  20th:  Jimmie  started 
to  Abindgdon,  Virginia,  to  attend  the  Holston  Conference.  He  went 
on  horseback  to  Jonesboro,  Tennessee,  in  company  with  Revs  D.  H. 
Atkins  and  J.  S.  Burnett,  the  latter  being  the  pastor  of  this  (the 
Asheville)  church. 

Monday,  November  4th:  Bought  Ruth  a  “Weed”  sewing  machine 
from  Ray  &  Roberts,  Asheville,  for  $25,  note  payable  in  30  days. 

Thursday,  December  25th:  This  is  our  first  Christmas  in  the 
city  of  Asheville,  North  Carolina.  We  had  a  Christmas  tree  in  the 
college  for  the  children  and  girls. 

1880 

Tuesday,  January  27th:  We  closed  our  first  term  in  the  “Asheville 
Female  College”  with  83  students  in  regular  attendance.  Sent  to  W. 
C.  Day  at  Chatata,  Tennessee,  by  postal  order  $50  to  be  paid  to  Joe 
R.  Taylor  at  Cleveland. 
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Tuesday,  February  17th:  Sent  to  W.  C.  Day,  Chatata,  Tennessee, 
postal  order  for  $71,  amount  in  full  due  J.  R.  Taylor. 

Monday,  April  26th:  George  came  from  Mossy  Creek  to  this 
place  (Asheville)  to  work  in  the  tin  shop  with  Mr.  Brown;  he  walked 
nearly  all  the  way. 

May  18th:  Borrowed  from  the  Asheville  Bank  on  30  day  note 
$26  and  sent  $25.36  by  postal  order  to  W.  C.  Day  at  Chatata  to  pay 
interest  on  a  note  of  $365  which  he  holds  against  me  .  .  .  May  19th: 
James  and  I  sent  sister  $10  to  Chattanooga  .  .  .  May  20th:  James  went 
to  Waynesville  to  address  the  school  at  that  place. 

June  15th:  Tonight  were  the  commencement  exercises  closing  our 
first  year  at  the  “Asheville  Female  College.” 

July  6th:  This  evening  James  and  I  returned  from  a  trip  into  the 
mountains.  On  Friday,  the  2nd,  we  went  from  Asheville  to  Hender¬ 
sonville,  a  distance  of  21  miles,  where  we  spent  a  few  hours  at  the 
home  of  Dr.  T.  A.  Allen.  Hendersonville  is  a  nice  little  town  of  500 
or  600  inhabitants,  four  churches  and  one  college.  It  is  at  present 
the  terminus  of  the  railroad  from  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  to 
Asheville.  Late  in  the  evening  we  drove  five  miles  into  the  country 
to  Shaw’s  Creek  and  spent  the  night  at  Noble  Johnson’s.  On  Satur¬ 
day,  the  3rd,  we  drove  up  to  Brevard,  the  capital  of  Transylvania 
county.  We  passed  through  the  “Transylvania  Bottoms”,  lying  along 
the  French  Broad;  these  make  a  very  beautiful  and  magnificent  body 
of  land.  While  in  Brevard  we  stayed  at  the  home  of  Rev.  W.  D. 
Akers,  the  pastor  on  that  circuit.  Sunday  James  preached  a  mission¬ 
ary  sermon.  Dined  at  Mr.  Lankton’s  and  took  tea  at  Mrs.  Gash’s. 
Monday  the  4th,  James,  Brother  Akers  and  myself  went  to  “Caesar’s 
Head”,  a  lofty  mountain  over  in  South  Carolina,  17  miles  southwest 
of  Brevard  and  presents  a  most  magnificent  view  of  a  large  portion 
of  upper  South  Carolina  and  the  mountain  systems  on  all  sides  .  .  . 
July  7th:  Borrowed  from  the  bank  on  30  days  $40,  $24.90  of  which 
I  sent  to  Kibler  &  Son  at  Chatata,  and  $5  to  sister  Lizzie  at  Chatta¬ 
nooga  .  .  .  July  9th:  Finished  reading  “Goodrich’s  Pictorial  History 
of  Englnad”.  It  is  a  good  book,  well  arranged  for  text  book  pur¬ 
poses,  but  seems  to  be  rather  too  brief  on  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria. 

August  26th:  In  the  fall  of  1877,  in  the  month  of  September, 
brother  Jack  and  I  bought  for  $350  the  rights  in  the  State  of  Florida 
for  Bishop  Water  Elevator.  Today  I  sent  to  Jack  at  Knoxville  $59.60, 
the  balance  due  from  me  in  the  transaction. 

Wednesday,  September  8th:  Opened  the  second  year  of  Asheville 
Female  College  with  50  pupils,  25  per  cent  better  than  we  opened  in 
the  fall  of  1879. 

October  17th:  This  morning  at  6:15  o’clock,  in  Asheville  Female 
College,  Asheville,  N.  C.,  was  born  our  second  son  whom  we  call 
“James  William.”  Dr.  W.  L.  Hilliard  and  old  Mrs.  Frank  were  in 
attendance. 

November  12:  Sent  to  W.  C.  Day,  Chatata,  by  postal  order  on 
Cleveland  $78.31;  $75  to  be  applied  on  note  of  May  24,  1879. 

December  15th:  Received  by  P.  O.  money  order  from  Pritchard 
&  Welcker  at  Loudon,  Tennessee,  $26.70,  amount  in  full  due  me  out 
of  $31.85,  a  judgment  against  Mrs.  E.  A.  Osborn  .  .  .  Saturday,  Dec¬ 
ember  25th:  A  heavy  snowfall  all  day.  Sent  McNelly  &  Son,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Tennessee,  P.  O.  Money  order  $3.25  in  full  payment  for  the 
“Banner”  to  January  1,  1881  .  .  .  December  29th:  Went  before  E. 
W.  Herndon,  clerk  for  Buncombe  county,  N.  C.,  and  made  deposition 
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in  a  suit  between  trustees  of  Chatata  Academy  and  C.  B.  Taylor  in 
the  circuit  court  of  Monroe  county,  Tennessee.  Tonight  the  ther¬ 
mometer  is  2  degrees  below  zero. 

1881 

Friday,  February  12th:  I  left  my  position  in  Asheville  Female 
College  on  account  of  ill  health  .  .  .  February  14th:  Sent  to  W. 
C.  Day  postal  order  on  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  for  $46  to  be  credited 
on  note  .  .  .  Wednesday,  February  23rd:  This  morning  at  8  o’clock 
I,  with  my  family,  left  Asheville  in  a  two-horse  wagon.  We  arrived 
at  Warm  Springs  about  8  p.  m.  .  .  .  Thursday,  February  24th:  To¬ 
night  at  8  o’clock  we  came  to  Morristown.  K.  C.  Atkins  met  us  at 
the  train  .  .  .  Friday,  February  25th:  Came  to  Knoxville  to  spend 
a  few  days  with  Jack  and  his  family. 

Wednesday,  March  2nd:  After  an  absence  of  more  than  a  year 
and  a  half,  we  again  came  to  Chatata,  arriving  there  from  Knoxville 
at  5  o’clock  p.  m.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  met  us  at  the  train  .  .  .  Sat¬ 
urday,  March  5th:  Settled  with  Mr.  Day,  giving  him  my  note  for 
$250. 

Thursday,  .April  6th:  Today  I  spent  in  Chattanooga  with  father 
and  his  new  wife  who  was  formerly  Mrs.  Corrine  Goulsby  of  Selma, 
Alabama.  They  were  married  by  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor  at  Covington,  Ky., 
on  Wednesday,  April  5th. 

Wednesday,  June  1st:  On  the  night  of  June  1st,  I  delivered  a 
literary  address  before  the  Mouse  Creek  Academy,  four  miles  north- 
est  of  Chatata.  John  M.  Rogers,  one  of  my  former  students,  was 
the  principal  of  this  school.  Ruth,  Willie  and  Mattie  Day  spent  the 
day  with  me  attending  the  examinations  .  .  .  Thursday,  June  16th: 
Col.  J.  S.  Byrd,  Mr.  Day  and  I  returned  from  a  fishing  expedition 
of  several  days  on  the  Hiwassee  river  near  Charleston.  We  made 
our  headquarters  at  the  government  boats  under  the  charge  of  Capt. 

S.  W.  Duncan.  During  the  expedition  I  got  a  good  ducking  by  jump¬ 
ing  in  the  river  after  Sammie  Byrd  .  .  .  Friday,  June  24th:  Arrived 
at  Knoxville  on  my  way  to  Asheville,  leaving  Ruth,  Emmet  and  James 
at  Chatata.  During  my  stay  in  town  I  witnessed  for  the  first  time 
the  workings  of  a  steam  printing  press  operated  in  the  Tribune  office. 
It  printed  15  per  minute  .  .  .  Monday,  June  27th:  This  evening  at 
4  o’clock  I  came  to  Morristown  from  Knowxille.  Ken  Atkins  met  me 
at  the  depot.  I  went  home  with  him  and  spent  the  evening  and  night 
very  pleasantly  indeed  .  .  .  Wednesday,  June  29th:  At  7  p.  m.  I 
arrived  at  the  college  in  Asheville  after  two  wearisome  days  travel 
from  Morristown.  The  expense  of  getting  from  Wolfe  Creek  at  this 
time  is  $9. 

Thursday,  July  21st:  Closed  the  Teachers  Institute  for  Buncombe 
county,  after  a  session  of  four  days  spent  very  pleasantly  and  profi¬ 
tably.  This  is  the  first  one  held  under  James’  administration  as 
public  school  superintendent  of  Buncombe  county.  Profs.  H.  L.  King 
and  S.  F.  Venable  and  myself  assisted  him  during  the  four  days  of 
the  institute  and  received  from  the  free  fund  $12  each  .  .  .  Sat¬ 
urday,  July  30th:  In  the  college  buildings  and  the  grove  surrounding 
there  was  held  a  grand  mass  meeting  of  the  Prohibitionists  of  Bun¬ 
combe  county.  Speeches  were  made  by  Judge  J.  L.  Henry,  Col.  A. 

T.  Davidson,  Rev.  Mr.  Clayton  of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  Mr.  Weaver, 
representative  from  Buncombe  county.  In  the  winter  of  1880-81  the 
State  Legislature  passed  a  bill  prohibiting  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ardent  spirits  in  the  State  and  provided  that  this  bill  should  be 
ratified  by  a  vote  of  the  people  at  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  August,  1881.  This  mass  meeting  was  held  in  the  in- 
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terest  of  Prohibition  and  hence  of  order  and  decency  in  the  State  .  .  . 
Sunday,  July  31st:  At  11  a.  m.  in  the  Methodist  Church  I  heard  for 
the  first  time  Rev.  Polk  Gammon,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
preach.  His  text  was  Matthew  14:12,  “And  they  went  and  told  Jesus”. 
The  sermon  was  good,  plain,  pathetic,  interesting.  The  speaker  did 
not  “scatter”  but  “stuck  to  his  text”. 

Thursday,  August  4th:  An  election  was  held  in  North  Carolina 
on  “Prohibition”  in  accordance  with  a  law  passed  by  the  Legislature, 
providing  that,  if  the  majority  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill,  the  manu¬ 
facture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  should  cease.  There  are  strong 
probabilities  that  the  law  will  fail.  James  and  I  went  over  and  voted 
before  breakfast  and  started  on  a  buggy  trip  to  Tennessee.  We  dined 
at  Gudger’s  hotel  in  Marshall;  and,  after  a  wearisome  day’s  journey, 
arrived  at  Mr.  Stackhouse’s,  five  miles  above  Warm  Springs,  where 
we  scent  the  nieht  .  .  .  Fridav.  August  5th:  James  and  I  came  to 
Morristown  where  we  spent  the  night  very  pleasantly  with  K.  C. 
Atkins  and  Dr.  T.  P.  Summers  .  .  .  Tuesday,  August  9th:  On  Sat¬ 
urday,  the  6th,  we  came  to  Knoxville  and  spent  two  or  three  days 
most  delightfully  with  Jack  and  his  family.  On  Sunday,  the  7th, 
James  preached  a  most  excellent  sermon  in  Church  Street  church. 
Monday,  the  8th,  Col.  Perez  Dickinson  took  Hon.  W.  R.  Cox,  member 
of  Congress  from  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  James  and  myself  to  his  “Island 
Home”  about  two  miles  northwest  of  Knoxville.  A  better  arranged 
and  more  delightful  place  it  has  never  been  my  pleasure  to  see.  This 
morning  at  6:30  I  came  on  a  freight  train  to  Philadelphia,  Tennessee, 
to  see  Mrs.  J.  R.  Osbourne  about  sending  her  daughter,  Delia  Os¬ 
bourne,  to  the  college  at  Asheville.  I  dined  at  John  P.  Phifer’s  and 
at  2  p.  m.  I  arrived  at  home  after  an  absence  of  nearly  six  weeks. 
.  .  .  While  visiting  Col.  D’s.  “Island  Home”  I  read,  on  a  board  in 
the  garden,  the  following  poetical  notice: 

“Welcome  to  view  the  beauties  of  this  place, 

Raised  by  the  gardener’s  skill,  on  Nature’s  face, 

Then  feast  your  eyes,  for  ’tis  of  pleasure  full, 

But  no  rude  hand  shall  fruit  or  flower  pull, 

For  pulling  fruit  without  the  gardener’s  leave, 

Mankind  was  ruined  by  our  Mother  Eve.” 

Tuesday,  September  6th:  At  2  p.  m.  we  left  Chatata  for  Ashe¬ 
ville.  We  came  to  Knoxville  and  spent  the  night  very  pleasantly 
with  Jack  and  his  family  .  .  .  Wednesday,  September  7th:  In  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  McDonald  we  came  to  Warm  Springs  .  .  .  Thursday, 
September  8th:  This  evening  at  5  o’clock  we  arrived  in  Asheville. 
We  came  from  Brown’s,  15  miles  below,  on  the  railroad.  This  was 
our  first  trip  on  the  Western  N.  C.  R.  R.,  which  is  now  in  process 
of  completion  to  Paint  Rock.  Our  trip  from  Wolfe  Creek  to  Ashe¬ 
ville  cost  $17.50  .  .  .  Tuesday,  September  13th:  Began  keeping  house 
for  the  first  time  in  Asheville  in  the  little  brick  building  at  the  south¬ 
east  end  of  the  college  campus  .  ..  Wednesday,  September  14th:  Be¬ 

gan  our  third  year  at  the  college.  We  opened  with  75  students  which 
was  50  per  cent  better  than  the  opening  last  year  .  .  .  Monday,  Sept¬ 
ember  19th:  At  10  p.  m.  President  James  A.  Garfield,  who  was  shot 
by  Charles  Guitteau  on  July  2nd  in  Washington  City,  died  at  Long 
Branch  in  New  Jersey,  whither  he  had  recently  been  moved.  He  was 
likely  to  have  made  one  of  our  best  Presidents  .  .  .  September  26th: 
At  3  p.  in.  the  citizens  of  Asheville  held  in  the  Methodist  church  a 
memorial  service  in  honor  of  President  James  Abram  Garfield,  this 
being  the  day  of  his  interment,  which  took  place  in  Lake  View  Cemetery 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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October  19th:  Tonight  Miss  Laura  J.  Hunter,  of  Jonesboro,  Tenn., 
died  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  room  formerly  occupied  by  us.  She  ar¬ 
rived  here  one  month  before  and,  being  at  that  time  sick,  was  never 
able  to  enter  college.  She  had  been  a  student  of  the  college  during 
the  two  previous  years.  Her  mother  arrived  Monday  morning  before 
her  death  on  Wednesday  night  .  .  .  October  21st:  At  11  o’clock  a. 
m.  M.  L.  Hunter  was  buried  at  the  Methodist  church  cemetery  in 
this  city.  The  scene  was  a  sad  and  impressive  one. 

Sunday,  November  20th:  Reverend  J.  H.  Keith  began  his  pastor¬ 
ate  in  this  charge  today,  preaching  on  “The  Plagues  of  Pharaoh”. 
The  sermon  was  a  good  one,  and  well  received  by  the  people  .  .  .  Mon¬ 
day,  November  28th:  Rev.  K.  C.  Atkins  spent  this,  his  second  night 
in  Asheville,  with  us.  We  enjoyed  his  visit  very  much  .  .  .  Wednes¬ 
day,  November  30th:  Sent  Willie  Day  a  postal  order  on  Madison- 
ville,  Tennessee,  for  $30  to  be  credited  on  note  of  W.  C.  Day.  Also 
sent  postal  order  for  $5  to  J.  M.  McFarland,  Chattanooga,  for  sister. 

1882 

Sunday,  June  18th:  This  morning  Rev.  Dr.  W.  W.  Bays  preached 
the  commencement  sermon  in  the  college  chapel  from  Numbers  23:23 
and  at  night  he  preached  before  the  Young  Ladies  Missionary  Society 
of  the  college.  Both  discourses  were  very  fine.  Monday  and  Tuesday 
nights,  the  20th  and  21st.  the  commencement  exercises  took  place 
which  ended  the  year  1881-82.  This  closes  my  third  year  in  the 
college.  We  have  during  the  year  enrolled  159  students. 

Monday,  August  21st:  Today  I  completed  my  34th  year.  The 
experiences  a  man  may  have  in  this  life  in  34  years  make  the  time 
seem  long  ...  I  have  subscribed  for  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica, 
21  volumes  bound  in  leather,  $6  each,  to  be  delivered  at  the  rate  of 
one  every  three  months.  This  will  be  a  library  within  itself  and  will 
make  a  great  treasure  to  me  and  my  children  after  me.  It  is  my 
purpose  to  read  carefully  the  articles  on  all  the  leading  subjects. 

Tuesday,  September  12th:  Today  ends  our  vacation  which  has 
been  entirely  spent  in  Asheville.  During  vacation  I  made  $95  .  .  . 
Wednesday,  September  13th:  We  opened  the  fourth  year  of  the  col¬ 
lege  with  60  students,  20  per  cent  less  than  on  the  opening  last  year, 
due  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Thursday,  October  5th:  This  morning  at  8:30  o’clock  our  third 
child  was  born  in  the  brick  house  at  the  south  end  of  the  campus. 
Dr.  W.  L.  Hilliard  and  Mrs.  Franks  were  in  attendance.  This  is  our 
first  girl.  Mary  Fowler  Atkins  (named  for  my  mother)  .  .  .  Tues¬ 
day,  October  24th:  W.  C.  Day  came  up  from  Chatata  to  pay  us  a 
visit.  I  met  him  and  Rev.  Sterling  V.  Bates  at  the  depot;  they  were 
to  stay  with  us  during  the  session  of  the  Holston  Conference,  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  which  convenes  tomorrow  morning.  Bishop  A.  W.  Wil¬ 
son,  elected  by  the  General  Conference  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  May 
last,  is  to  preside  .  .  .  Sunday,  October  29th:  I  attended  a  most 
delightful  conference  love  feast  in  the  Methodist  church,  and  at  11 
a.  m.  heard  for  the  first  time  Bishop  Wilson  preach,  text  Acts  2:4, 
“and  They  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  etc.”  The  discourse 
was  very  fine,  a  true  gospel  sermon  .  .  .  Monday,  October  30th:  Went 
with  Mr.  Day  to  the  depot,  he  leaving  for  home.  We  have  enjoyed 
his  stay  exceedingly  much.  He  went  away  much  disappointed  be¬ 
cause  Ruth  did  not  consent  for  him  to  take  James  home  with  him. 

Wednesday,  December  6th:  Today  a  transit  of  Venus  occurred, 
beginning  at  9  a.  m.  and  ending  at  3  p.  m.  This  is  the  first  transit 
I  ever  witnessed.  We  dismissed  the  school  for  half  an  hour  to  observe 
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it.  Astronomers  say  it  will  be  126  years  before  the  next  transit  oc¬ 
curs.  How  wonderful  is  man’s  intellect,  that  he  can  calculate  with 
such  accuracy  the  movements  of  the  heavenly  bodies;  and  how  much 
more  wonderful  is  God’s  wisdom  and  skill,  that  He  can  create  these 
worlds  that  move  with  such  harmony  and  splendor  through  the  uni¬ 
verse  .  .  .Monday,  December  25th:  This  is  the  fourth  Christmas  we 
have  spent  in  Asheville.  We  dined  today  with  James  at  the  college. 
It  has  been  a  bright,  delightful  day  .  .  .  Wednesday,  December  27th: 
James  started  to  Fernandia,  Florida,  to  visit  father  and  to  attend 
the  Florida  Conference  at  Jacksonville.  I  attended  the  senior  dinner 
at  the  college  .  .  .  Sunday,  December  31st:  It  is  Sunday  night,  10 
o’clock,  the  last  day  in  the  year  1882.  This  year  began  on  Sunday 
and  ended  on  Sunday.  Ruth  and  the  three  children  are  sleeping  sweet¬ 
ly.  I  sit  alone  by  a  bright  fire,  while  a  deep  snow  covers  the  earth 
around  me;  and  the  cold,  bleak  wind  whistles  without.  My  heart  goes 
up  in  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  All  Good  for  the  great  and  manifold 
blessings  that  have  crowded  these  eventful  years.  Today  Brother  G. 
C.  Rankin  preached  from  the  13th  chapter  of  First  Corinthians,  “Now 
abideth  Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  these  three,  but  the  greatest  of  these 
is  Charity.”  A  good  sermon.  Professor  T.  P.  Summers  and  W.  L. 
Murphy  spent  the  evening  with  us. 

1883 

Sunday  (no  date):  Mary  Fowler  Atkins  was  baptized  this  even¬ 
ing  by  Rev.  K.  C.  Atkins,  assisted  by  Rev.  James  Atkins,  Jr. 

Sunday,  June  10th:  Commencement  sermon  in  the  chapel  of  A. 
F.  College.  It  was  to  have  been  preached  by  Dr.  Reid,  of  Raleigh, 
but  he  failed  to  come,  owing  to  misconnection  on  the  railroad.  Dr. 
Abernethy,  president  of  Rutherford  College,  being  present,  agreed  to 
preach.  His  text  was  Micah  4:5.  The  discourse  was  a  good  one, 
though  not  prepared  with  special  reference  to  such  an  occasion.  At 
night  Dr.  Solomon  Pool  preached  the  sermon  before  the  Young  Ladies 
Missionary  Society.  I  did  not  hear  this  sermon  but  it  was  said  to 
have  been  good  .  .  .  Monday,  June  11th:  At  8:30  p.  m.  were  the 
exercises  of  the  lower  and  intermediate  classes.  This  was  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  occasion  and  the  order  was  exceedingly  fine.  The  exercise 
closed  at  10:30  and  then  there  was  an  ice  cream  “festival”  in  the 
dining  hall,  given  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  literary  hall  .  .  . 
Tuesday,  June  12th:  Tonight  closing  exercises  for  the  year  1882-83 
were  held.  The  graduating  class  consisted  of  Misses  Lou  and  Nannie 
Morgan,  Miss  Laura  L.  Robertson,  Miss  Undine  V.  Wynne,  all  of  Ashe¬ 
ville,  Miss  Mary  B.  Price  of  Emory,  Virginia,  and  Miss  Kate  May  New- 
land  of  Lenior,  North  Carolina.  These  all  read  graduation  essays. 
The  medal  for  composition  was  awarded  to  Miss  Mary  B.  Price;  the 
medal  for  reading  to  Miss  Daisy  Van  Valkenburg  of  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  and  the  medal  for  scholarship  to  Miss  M.  Lou  Morgan.  These 
medals  were  presented  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Pool  of  Asheville  .  .  .  Thursday, 
June  14th:  We  left  James  and  sister  in  Asheville  and  started  for 
home.  The  train  made  good  time  and  brought  us  through  to  Knox¬ 
ville  by  5  o’clock.  Jack  met  us  at  the  train.  We  put  up  at  the 
Lamar  House  but  took  supper  at  Jack’s  .  .  .  Friday,  June  15th:  At 
11  o’clock  we  left  Knoxville  and  arrived  at  Chatata  at  2  p.  m.  Mr.  Day 
met  us  with  the  buggy.  We  anticipate  a  pleasant  vacation. 

Monday,  July  2nd:  Came  to  Knoxville  to  spend  a  few  days  at 
the  Normal  School  at  the  University  .  .  .  Saturday,  July  7th:  Re¬ 

turned  to  Chatata  after  spending  a  few  days  very  profitably  at  the 
Normal  School  at  Knoxville  .  .  .  Friday,  July  27th:  Ruth  and  I  gave 
W.  C.  Day  a  receipt  for  $456.55  in  favor  of  the  estate,  being  a  part 
of  $600  which  he  was  to  give  Ruth.  A  part  of  this  was  paid  by  re- 
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turning  to  me  a  note  amounting  to  $256.  This  puts  me  entirely  out 
of  debt.  I  “owe  no  man  anything”  and  have  a  house  and  lot  in 
Chatata  insured  for  $400,  and  $150  in  cash. 

August  21st:  My  35th  birthday.  I  spent  it  at  W.  C.  Day’s  .  .  . 
Friday,  August  31st:  Helped  Mr.  Day  “raise”  his  new  barn. 

Thursday,  September  6th:  We  came  from  Chatata  to  Knoxville. 
Put  up  at  the  Lamar  House.  Jack,  Lizzie  and  the  children  came  to 
our  room  and  sat  till  bedtime;  we  spent  the  time  very  pleasantly. 
.  .  .  Friday,  September  7th:  Left  Knoxville  for  Asheville  at  12  o’clock 
m.,  arriving  at  Warm  Springs  an  hour  behind  time.  The  Asheville 
train  had  left,  so  we  have  to  remain  a  day.  We  are  stopping  at  the 
Stone  House  just  west  of  the  depot.  The  fare  is  good  but  everything 
is  in  great  confusion  .  .  .  Saturday,  September  8th:  At  6  p.  m.  we 
arrived  in  Asheville  again  .  .  .  Wednesday,  September  12th:  Opened 
the  fifth  annual  session  of  the  college  with  45  students  in  attendance 
which  is  25  per  cent  less  than  last  year  .  .  .  Wednesday,  September  19th: 
Sent  to  Ginn,  Heath  &  Co.,  New  York,  a  postal  note  for  $3.44.  This 
is  the  first  of  these  notes  I  have  sent.  They  are  very  nice  and  con¬ 
venient  in  form  but  are  not  regarded  as  safe  as  the  postal  order. 
The  books  ordered  were  four  copies  of  Wentworth’s  Geometry  and 
Trigonometry  combined  .  .  .  Saturday,  September  22nd:  Bought 
from  J.  H.  Carter  a  cow,  of  a  whitish  color,  gimlet  hole  near  the 
tip  of  the  left  horn,  half  crop  out  of  the  under  side  of  each  ear, 
the  tip  of  the  left  ear  torn  by  a  dog,  cow  9  years  old,  price  $30  .  .  . 
Thursday,  September  27th:  Sent  to  J.  H.  Carter  on  written  order  from 
him,  by  colored  boy  Lee  Lewis,  $30  in  full  payment  for  cow. 

Friday,  October  19th:  Bought  from  Professor  C.  Falk  an  Esty 
organ,  style  220,  for  $70,  for  which  I  gave  the  Esty  Organ  Co.,  Atlanta, 
four  notes  $17.50  each  at  3,  6,  9,  12  months,  7  per  cent  interest,  due 
January  19,  ’84;  April  19,  ’84;  July  19,  ’85,  payable  at  the  Bank  of 
Asheville. 

Tuesday,  November  27th:  Ruth  and  I  went  to  opera  hall  to  hear 
Dr.  W.  H.  Milburn  (“The  Blind  Man  Eloquent”)  lecture  on  “What  a 
Blind  Man  Saw  in  Paris”.  The  lecture  was  good,  consisting  mainly  in 
descriptions  of  the  wonderful  city  of  Paris.  The  speaker  made  many 
good  points.  The  best  were  those  regarding  the  politeness  of  the 
French  and  their  great  reverence  for  old  age  .  .  .  Wednesday,  Nov¬ 
ember  28th:  Went  again  to  hear  Dr.  Milburn.  The  subject  was 
“Sargent  Smith  Prentiss”  whom  the  speaker  characterized  as  America’s 
greatest  orator.  This  lecture  was  far  superior  to  the  one  on  Paris. 
Prentiss  was  reared  in  Portland,  Maine,  and  went  to  Mississippi  at 
the  age  of  19,  when  that  State  was  new  and  rapidly  rising  in  im¬ 
portance.  He  was  preeminently  successful  as  lawyer  and  politician, 
but  by  drinking  and  gambling  ruined  his  health,  squandered  his  vast 
fortune  and  died  at  the  age  of  42  in  poverty  and  wretchedness. 

Sunday,  December  23rd:  At  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  James  be¬ 
gan  his  work  as  agent  for  the  Centenary  Fund  in  Holston  Conference. 
His  text  was,  “What  Hath  God  Wrought?”  The  discourse  was  ex¬ 
cellent  and  treated  mainly  of  the  history  of  Methodism  in  a  general 
way  .  .  .  Tuesday,  December  25th:  Our  fifth  Christmas  in  Asheville. 
We  spent  the  day  at  home  most  pleasantly.  Sister  and  her  two  child¬ 
ren  Mary  Lizzie  and  Wallace,  were  with  us.  The  day  has  been  mild 
and  pleasant  .  .  .  Monday,  December  31st:  The  last  day  of  the  year 
1883.  During  this  year  we  have  been  to  Chatata  and  spent  three  months. 
Sister  and  her  children  have  been  with  us  since  June  8th  and  are 
still  here.  Today  we  reopened  school  after  the  holidays,  James  hot 
teaching.  My  time  is  all  filled  and  the  work  quite  heavy.  God  has 
abundantly  blessed  us  all  during  the  year. 

(End  of  Volume  1) 
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1884 

Tuesday,  January  1st:  This  day  begins  a  new  year.  I  am  now 
past  my  35th  birthday.  “Goodness  and  mercy  have  followed  me  all 
the  days  of  my  life”.  I  enter  today  upon  heavier  work  than  ever 
before,  James  having  taken  the  agency  for  the  Centenary  cause  in 
the  Holston  Conference,  his  work  in  the  college  falls  mainly  to  me. 
I  will  do  my  best  with  it  .  .  .  Saturday,  January  26th:  Last  night 
a  heavy  fog  settled  down  on  Asheville  and  the  mountains  around. 
The  temperature  being  low,  the  vapor  was  frozen  on  all  the  trees; 
and  this  morning  the  mountains  around  presented  the  most  brilliant 
and  beautiful  scene  I  ever  saw  in  my  life. 

Saturday,  February  2nd:  This  morning  I  went  to  the  depot  with 
sister  and  her  two  children,  who  left  at  9:40  for  Chattanooga.  James 
went  with  them  as  far  as  Morristown,  this  being  his  first  trip  on 
the  Centenary  work.  Sister  arrived  here  on  the  8th  day  of  June, 
1883,  and  has  been  with  us  ever  since,  a  period  of  nearly  8  months. 
Sister  seemed  reluctant  to  go,  not  knowing  to  what  she  was  going, 
and  I  feel  depressed  on  this  account.  We  all  miss  her  very  much; 
it  seems  quite  lonely  tonight  .  .  .  Sunday,  February  3rd:  Dr.  Kinett, 
church  extension  secretary  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  North,  preached  at 
the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  The  Blue  Ridge  Conference  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  is  in  session  here,  which  accounts  for  Dr.  Kinett’s  presence. 
He  preached  from  Hebrews  13:8,  “Jesus  Christ,  the  same  yesterday 
and  today  and  forever.”  The  discourse  was  plain,  but  able  and  in¬ 
structive  .  .  .  Tuesday,  February  26th:  This  evening  at  8:30  o’clock 
Ruth  and  I  attended  in  the  Methodist  church  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Robert  Gilmer  of  Mount  Airy,  North  Carolina,  and  Miss  Love  Bran- 
ner.  They  had  20  attendants.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev. 
W.  W.  Bays,  under  a  beautiful  “marriage  bell”  made  by  Mr.  John 
Corry.  After  the  ceremony  we  went  to  the  college  and  partook  of 
the  elegant  supper,  which  was  not  served,  however,  until  nearly  mid¬ 
night.  James  was  not  at  home. 

Saturday,  April  12th:  I  purchased  from  W.  B.  Gwynn,  attorney 
for  J.  M.  Gwynn,  a  lot  in  North  Asheville  fronting  162  feet  on  Chest¬ 
nut  street,  running  back  190  feet,  and  joining  the  property  of  Major 
T.  C.  Westall.  The  terms  were  $200  in  60  days,  $200  in  6  months 
and  $200  in  12  months  all  bearing  interest  at  8  per  cent.  On  payment 
of  the  first  note  June  10th  the  said  W.  B.  Gwynn  is  by  written  agree¬ 
ment,  to  give  me  a  warranty  deed,  and  take  a  mortgage  on  said  lot 
for  the  other  two  notes.  James  Atkins,  Jr.,  is  my  security  on  the 
first  note;  the  other  notes  have  none  .  .  .  Thursday,  April  24th:  Paid 
W.  B.  Gwynn  $100  on  town  lots;  $75  of  the  amount  borrowed  from 
the  bank  at  30  days  (without  grace)  .  .  .  Friday,  April  25th:  Paid 
back  to  the  Asheville  Bank  the  $75  borrowed  yesterday;  no  interest. 

Wednesday,  May  14th:  Took  from  W.  B.  Gwynn,  “agent  in  fact” 
for  J.  M.  Gwynn  and  wife,  a  warranty  deed  to  the  lots  previously 
mentioned  and  gave  the  said  Gwynn  a  mortgage  on  the  same  in  order 
that  he  might  sell  the  two  notes  for  $200  each  to  H.  H.  Lyons.  The 
mortgage  embraces  only  these  two  notes,  due  October  12,  1884,  and 
June  12,  1885.  Below  is  a  verbal  copy  of  the  deed,  (omitted;  re¬ 
gistered  in  Book  No.  45,  pp  313  and  314). 

Sunday,  June  8th:  At  11  a.  m.  in  the  college  chapel  Rev.  C.  T. 
Carroll,  of  Morristown,  Tennessee,  preached  the  commencement  sermon. 
Text,  Galatians  2:30,  “The  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live 
by  faith  of  the  Son  of  God”.  It  was  a  plain,  interesting  Gospel  dis¬ 
course.  The  audience  was  large  and  attentive.  Music  was  made  by 
the  chorus  class  under  Professor  Victor  Kneringer  .  .  .  Monday,  June 
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9th:  Paid  W.  B.  Gwynn  $101.35  balance  in  full  of  first  payment 
on  two  lots  on  north  side  of  Chestnut  street  .  .  .  Tonight  we  had 
commencement  exercises  of  preparatory  and  collegiate  departments. 
Students  taking  part  were  Eva  Smith,  Nannie  Atkinson,  Delia  Young, 
Mamie  Bays,  Cordie  Erwin,  Lula  Fagg,  Maggie  Hilliard,  Laura  Doda- 
meade,  Louise  Carson,  Maggie  Brand,  junior  essayist.  The  crowd  was 
just  large  enough  to  fill  the  house  comfortably,  owing  to  the  gloomy 
weather  prospects.  The  exercises  were  about  two  hours  long  and 
quite  interesting  .  .  .  Tuesday,  June  10th:  Tonight  the  commence¬ 
ment  exercises  consisted  of  senior  essays  by  Miss  Cornelia  Board- 
man,  Fannie  Hunt  and  Mollie  Devault,  together  with  a  musical  con¬ 
cert.  Essayist’s  medal  was  awarded  to  Maggie  Brand,  reader’s  medal 
to  Laura  Dodameade,  scholarship  medals  to  Misses  F.  Hunt  and  C. 
Boardmans,  each  on  account  of  a  tie  in  grades  .  .  .  Wednesday,  June 
11:  Professor  Summers  and  quite  a  number  of  the  students  left  for 
home,  so  things  are  comparatively  quiet  about  the  college  grounds  .  .  . 
Wednesday,  June  25th:  Rented  to  J.  R.  Hill  for  two  months  our 
house,  furniture  and  cow  and  made  arrangements  to  go  to  Tennessee, 
but  the  railroad  being  broken  we  were  delayed  two  days  which  we 
spent  with  James  at  the  college  .  .  .  Friday,  June  27th,  Knoxville: 
At  10  o’clock  in  company  with  James  we  left  Asheville  and  arrived 
at  Knoxville  at  4:30  p.  m.  We  took  supper  at  Jack’s  and  had  a  very 
pleasant  time  indeed  .  .  .  Saturday,  June  28th:  Came  to  Chatata. 
Mr.  Day  met  us.  This  is  our  third  visit  since  we  went  to  Asheville 
first  in  August,  1879. 

Wednesday,  July  2nd:  James  came  up  from  Chattanooga  to  spend 
a  few  days  with  us  at  Mr.  Day’s  .  .  .  Saturday,  July  5th:  This  morn¬ 
ing  James,  Ruth  and  I  took  a  buggy  and  drove  five  miles  above  Cal¬ 
houn  to  visit  the  old  farm  on  which  James  and  I  had  been  reared. 
Twenty-two  eventful  years,  full  of  toil  and  experience,  have  passed 
since,  with  light  hearts  and  nimble,  boyish  feet  we  played  in  the  danc¬ 
ing  little  creek  and  roamed  over  the  hills  and  through  the  woods. 
In  1862  father  sold  the  farm  to  old  Mr.  Hugh  Leeper  for  $16,500  and 
bought  property  in  the  town  of  Sweetwater  to  which  we  moved.  We 
found  at  the  old  homestead  the  widow  of  Mr.  L.  who,  though  nearly 
80,  seems  to  have  changed  very  little  during  22  years.  She  seemed 
quite  cheerful  and  very  glad  to  see  us.  She  gave  us  an  excellent 
dinner.  We  first  visited  the  glorious  old  spring  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill  westward  from  the  house.  It  pours  forth  a  great  volume  of 
clear,  cold  freestone  water  as  in  the  days  of  our  boyhood,  and  the 

old  two-story  spring  house  still  stands  though  now  leaning  on  a  rail. 

We  next  visited  the  old  orchard  up  the  creek  from  the  spring  and 
found  it  almost  entirely  gone.  Half  a  dozen  trees  are  still  standing, 
though  partly  dead,  and  many  dry,  dead  trunks  stand  scattered  over 
the  ground,  sorrowful  reminders  of  the  changes  that  will  take  place 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years.  We  then  returned  to  the  spring  and 
indulged  in  some  cold  lemonade  and  a  short  rest  and  visited  other 
places  of  interest,  after  which  we  returned  to  the  house  for  dinner. 
The  afternoon  was  mainly  spent  in  pleasant  conversation  with  old 
Mrs.  Leeper  and  the  family  of  her  brother,  Mr.  Finley,  who  is  living 
with  her.  The  farm  of  nearly  700  acres  has  gone  down  wonderfully 
since  father  left  it  and  they  are  now  offering  to  sell  it  for  $4,700. 
Many  changes  have  taken  place  in  and  about  the  house,  barn  and 

grounds  since  1862.  This  visit  awakened  many  pleasant  and  some 

sad  memories  of  the  years  gone  by.  When  we  left  there  22  years 
ago  all  the  family  were  alive  and  together  and  in  the  enjoyment  of 
good  fortune.  Since  then  our  precious  mother,  who  spent  many  years 
of  suffering  and  anxious  though  happy  and  cheerful  toil  in  the  old 
farm  house,  has  passed  away.  The  children  are  all  scattered  and 
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all  except  George,  who  lives  in  Winston,  North  Carolina,  have  fami¬ 
lies  of  their  own.  Sister  lives  at  Chattanooga  with  two  children, 
Jack  at  Knoxville  with  three,  James  and  I  at  Asheville  with  two  and 
three  respectively.  In  the  afternoon  we  drove  to  John  Webb’s,  one 
mile  below  Charleston,  where  we  spent  a  few  hours  very  pleasantly 
and  took  supper,  after  which  we  drove  home,  barely  escaping  a  violent 
storm  of  wind  and  rain  .  .  .  Sunday,  July  6th:  Ruth  and  I  took 
James  to  Cleveland  to  preach  a  Centenary  sermon.  There  was  a  fine 
congregation  and  James  preached  a  fine  sermon  from  Numbers  23: 
23-24.  After  services  we  dined  at  Mr.  John  Goodner’s  by  the  church. 

Friday,  August  1st:  Borrowed  from  Uncle  R.  C.  Jackson  at  Knox¬ 
ville  for  12  months  from  this  date  $100  for  which  I  gave  my  note 
without  security  .  .  .  Saturday,  August  2nd:  Remitted  by  P.  0. 
Money  order  to  R.  A.  Keller,  Knoxville,  $22.50  payment  for  15  tons 
coal  shipped  to  Asheville  July  1st.  Remitted  to  J.  J.  Hill,  Asheville 
P.  0.  Money  order,  $15.60  to  pay  expenses  on  coal,  supplementing 
$32.40  sent  him  for  the  same  purpose  July  4th  .  .  .  Wednesday, 
August  13th:  Ruth,  Emmet  and  I  went  to  Chattanooga  and  spent 
the  night  with  Foster  McFarland  on  Missionary  Ridge.  This  was  our 
first  visit  to  him  .  .  .  Friday,  August  15th:  Rev.  Mr.  Drinnon’s 
on  Lookout  Mountain,  1:30  p.  m.:  At  this  hour  we  started  down 
the  mountain,  having  closed  a  visit  to  sister  who  is  boarding  with 
Mr.  Drinnon.  We  spent  one  day  and  one  night  with  her,  having 
come  up  on  the  14th.  This  was  a  sad  hour  to  me  inasmuch  as  I 
felt  that,  on  account  of  sister’s  very  feeble  health,  I  might  never 
see  her  again.  We  spent  the  night  at  Major  Thos.  McFarland’s  at 
Rossville  and  returned  to  Chatata  Saturday  morning  .  .  .  Tuesday, 
August  26th,  Knoxville:  After  spending  two  months  very  pleasantly 
at  home  we  left  this  morning  at  9  o’clock  and  came  to  Knoxville 
where  we  spent  the  evening  and  night  quietly  and  pleasantly  with 
Jack  and  his  family.  Lizzie  and  the  two  children  came  up  from 
Athens  with  us  .  .  .  Wednesday,  August  27th:  Just  two  months 
ago  today  we  left  this  place,  Asheville,  for  Tennessee.  We  left  Knox¬ 
ville  at  10  o’clock.  When  we  got  to  Morristown  we  met  Professor 
Summers  and  Mr.  James  Morris.  On  account  of  a  wrecked  freight 
train  near  Newport  we  were  detained  one  hour  and  a  half,  but  when 
we  came  to  Warm  Springs,  much  to  our  satisfaction,  we  found  the 
North  Carolina  train  waiting  for  us.  We  arrived  at  home  after  night 
and  found  the  house  dark  and  locked  up.  After  much  maneuvering 
we  got  in  and  got  the  children  off  to  bed.  Col.  Branner  and  James 
came  down  and  sat  with  us  awhile.  This  has  been  the  most  weari¬ 
some  day’s  travel  I  ever  did. 

Wednesday,  September  10th:  We  opened  our  sixth  year  in  “Ashe¬ 
ville  Female  College”.  The  year  bids  fair  to  be  a  prosperous  one. 
Opened  with  58  students  in  attendance  .  .  .  Friday,  September  26th:  ■ 
This  evening  Ruth  and  I  took  the  boys  and  attended  the  Fair  a  little 
while.  This  is  the  first  year  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Fair. 
The  industrial  display  is  very  creditable.  The  grounds  are  in  the 
river  bottom,  half  a  mile  above  the  depot  .  .  .  Saturday,  September 
27th:  Sent  E.  J.  Hale  &  Son,  New  York,  postal  money  order  for  $15 

for  books;  sent  Harper  &  Bros,  New  York,  $6  for  books. 

• 

Saturday,  November  1st:  Paid  Mrs.  A.  C.  Maffit  a  note  on  lot 
on  Chestnut  street,  Asheville,  $208.80,  which  note  had  been  sold  to 
her  by  W.  B.  Gwynn  .  .  .  Thursday,  November  13th:  Borrowed  of 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Maffit,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  $800  for  two  years  for  which 
I  executed  a  mortgage  on  my  lots  on  Chestnut  street  and  a  house 
to  be  built  on  one  of  these  lots  with  a  portion  of  the  money;  $210  of 
the  above  amount  was  a  note  and  interest,  balance  of  purchase  money 
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on  said  lots.  So  I  received  only  $590  in  cash.  This  sum  I  am  to 
expend  in  the  erection  of  a  house  on  one  of  the  lots.  The  interest 
on  the  $800  note  is  8  per  cent  and  is  to  be  paid  semi-annually.  W. 

B.  Gwynn  negotiated  the  loan  and  drew  up  the  papers,  for  which  he 
charged  the  exhorbitant  price  of  two  and  one  half  per  cent  .  .  . 
Saturday,  November  15th:  Received  a  letter  from  W.  F.  Cummings 
of  Knoxville  in  which  he  stated  that  Brother  Jack’s  house  was  burned 
on  the  13th  .  .  .  The  above  (accompanying  a  sketch  of  floor  plans 
of  house  with  note  that  G.  A.  Hughes  was  to  be  the  builder)  is  the 
ground  plan  of  a  house  which  I  today  began  to  have  built  on  the 
northside  of  Chestnut  street  on  a  lot  adjoining  that  of  Major  T.  C. 
Wes  tall.  The  main  building  and  hall  are  16  feet  or  one  and  a  half 
stories  high  and  the  kitchen  one  story  high. 

The  above  house  was  finished  January  21st  at  a  total  cost  of 
$755.64  besides  my  own  work;  and  was  today  rented  to  E.  T.  Rhein- 
heardt  for  one  year  at  $12.50  per  month,  payable  monthly  .  .  .  Thurs¬ 
day,  November  27th:  This  is  the  day  of  annual  Thanksgiving  ap¬ 
pointed  by  President  Arthur.  We  suspended  school  as  is  our  cus¬ 
tom,  and  dined  with  James  and  his  family  after  having  attended 
services  at  the  Methodist  church.  This  should  be  a  season  of  deep 
graditude  to  the  American  people  for,  as  a  nation,  we  have  many 
things  to  be  truly  thankful  for.  No  nation  has  greater  prosperity, 
more  profound  peace,  a  better  government  and  more  unbounded  free¬ 
dom.  We  should  be  especially  thankful  for  the  fact  that  we  are  a 
Christian  people,  a  nation  “where  God  is  the  Lord”  .  .  .  Sunday,  Nov¬ 
ember  30th:  10:30  a.  m.;  The  snow  is  now  falling  rapidly,  the  first 

of  the  season.  The  boys  have  bounced  out  into  the  yard  with  all 
the  joy  that  fills  a  boy’s  heart  on  the  first  appearance  of  snow  in 
the  early  winter.  I  confess  that  I  have  not  forgotten  those  emotions; 
but  with  every  snowfall  through  the  active  years  of  manhood  they 
come  up  as  inevitably  as  in  my  boyhood  days  when  we  boys  roamed 
through  the  snow  over  the  hills  of  the  old  home-farm  in  McMinn 
county,  Tennessee.  This  morning,  cold  and  bleak,  I  sit  in  my  study 
before  a  glowing  coal  fire,  watching  the  snow  fall,  and  thinking 
sympathizingly  of  the  many,  even  in  this  little  city,  who  are  devoid 
of  the  comforts  we  have;  and  my  heart  goes  up  in  thankfulness  to 
Him  from  whom  cometh  “every  good  and  perfect  gift”,  whose  “ten¬ 
der  mercies  are  over  all  His  works”,  and  who  “ruleth  all  things  in 
wisdom”. 

Tuesday,  December  23rd:  Sent  to  S.  C.  Allen,  504  Fourth  ave., 
Louisville,  Ky.,  postal  order  for  $7  with  application  for  membership 
in  the  “Methodist  Mutual  Aid  Association”. 

1885 

Tuesday,  January  6th:  Sent  W.  T.  Rogers,  Chattanooga,  $21.20 
to  pay  sister’s  way  to  Florida  and  sent  sister  $10.  ...  Monday, 
January  12th:  Took  (bearing  date  January  10,  1885)  a  policy  in 
“The  Crescent  Insurance  Company  for  $700  for  3  years  on  house  on 
north  side  of  Chestnut  street.  Policy  drawn  in  favor  of  Mrs.  A. 

C.  Maffit.  Premium  $14.  This  policy  was  delivered  to  H.  H.  Lyons 
as  agent  for  Mrs.  Maffit. 

Saturday,  February  21st:  Paid  W.  H.  Penland  &  Co.  $25,  A. 
C.  Davis  $20,  Doubleday  &  Scott  $15,  J.  P.  Sawyer  $15,  and  Brown 
&  Bearden,  in  full,  $5.75. 

Wednesday,  April  1st:  Sue  came  up  from  Chatata  and  took  us 
all  very  much  by  surprise,  but  greatly  to  our  delight.  .  .  .  Sunday, 
April  25th:  Heard  for  the  first  time  Rev.  Nathan  Bachman,  the 
evangelist.  His  discourse  was  concerning  the  training  of  children. 
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This  is  a  theme  of  deep  interest  to  me.  The  subject  that  weighs 

most  heavily  on  my  heart  is  how  I  may  train  my  children  so  as  to 

give  them  the  best  preparation  for  time  and  for  eternity.  Now  six 
little  innocent  feet  toddle  after  me  lightly  and  gleefully;  when  years 
have  come  and  gone,  with  their  varied  scenes  and  changes,  shall  these 

■  feet  tread  the  paths  of  virture  and  rectitude,  or  wander  off  into 

paths  of  darkness  and  crime  ?  Shall  these  little  hands  that  now 
rest  confidingly  in  mine  be  engaged  in  noble  and  lofty  pursuits  and 
in  ministering  to  suffering  humanity,  or  shall  they  be  given  to  vio¬ 
lence  and  degradation  ?  These  dear  little  ones  I  commend  to  God, 
and  pray  the  guidance  of  His  spirit  in  bringing  them  up  in  the  way 
they  should  go,  so  that  when  they  become  old  they  may  not  depart 
therefrom.  In  after  years,  when  they  look  on  this  scroll,  may  tneir 
lives  and  characters  be  the  fulfillment  of  my  highest  anticipations 
for  them.  This  is  a  holy  quiet  Sabbath  night  and  the  three  little 
fellows,  Emmet,  James  and  Mary,  are  sweetly  slumbering  around 
me,  unconscious  of  all  the  cares  and  trials  of  life,  and  I  pray  not 
that  they  be  taken  out  of  the  world  but  that  they  may  be  kept  from 
the  evil  that  is  in  the  world. 

Friday,  May  1st:  Gave  holiday  at  the  college.  Professor  Sum¬ 
mers,  James  Summers,  Emmet  and  I  went  to  the  French  Broad  fish¬ 
ing.  We  enjoyed  the  trip  but  caught  no  fish.  .  .  .  Saturday,  May 
2nd:  Sent  father  postal  order  on  Quincy,  Fla.,  for  $10.  .  .  .  Mon¬ 
day,  May  4th:  Sent  father  (from  James)  postal  order  on  Quincy, 
Fla.,  for  $20.  .  .  .  Friday,  May  8th:  Sent  R.  N.  Price  $2  which  pays 
subscription  to  “The  Holston  Methodist”  up  to  September,  1885. 

Tuesday,  June  9th:  Tonight  finished  our  sixth  annual  commence¬ 
ment  at  the  college.  This  has  been  our  most  successful  year,  130 
students  in  attendance.  The  exercises  consisted  of  senior  essays  and 
music,  the  awarding  of  diplomas  and  medals.  The  graduates  were 
Misses  Maggie  Brand,  Mattie  Donameade  and  Maggie  Dukes  of  Ashe¬ 
ville,  Hettie  Kincaid  of  Fincastle,  Tennessee,  Kate  Thomas  of  Arthur, 
Tennessee,  Louise  Carson  of  Sumter,  South  Carolina,  and  Lillian 
Luther  of  Prosperity,  South  Carolina.  Reader’s  medal  was  awarded 
to  Miss  Alice  Wilson  of  Lenoir,  North  Carolina,  essayist’s  medal  to 
Miss  Lillian  Luther  and  scholarship  medal  to  Miss  Louise  Carson 
over  Miss  Maggie  Brand  by  a  fraction  of  154/1,000.  .  .  .  Wednesday, 
June  17th:  James,  Sue,  Ruth  and  I  got  a  nice  bret  and  went  down 
to  Weaverville  to  attend  the  college  commencement.  We  dined  with 
Rev.  Ken  Atkins.  Weaverville  is  a  pleasant  little  place  embosomed 
in  an  amphitheatre  of  surrounding  mountains.  The  scenery  is  very 
fine  indeed.  Rev.  Dan  Atkins  is  president  of  the  college.  The  ex¬ 
ercises  in  the  forenoon  consisted  of  an  oratorical  contest  by  five  young 
men,  of  whom  J.  N.  Gill,  of  Buncombe  county,  won  the  medal  which 
was  awarded  at  the  afternoon  exercises  by  Rev.  James  Atkins,  Jr. 
The  exercises  in  the  afternoon  consisted  of  a  good  address  by  Sen¬ 
ator  Zeb  B.  Vance  on  Taxation  and  of  the  award  of  medals.  We 
returned  home  by  8  o’clock  and  I  found  in  waiting  a  sad  letter  from 
Anderson  McFarland  stating  that  sister  was  very  low.  This  is  the 
still  hour  of  night  and  all  the  loved  ones  of  my  household  are  sweetly 
sleeping  around  me  and  I  look  on  their  sweet,  innocent  faces  in  gentle 
slumber  and  pray  God  that  he  may  keep  them  from  the  evils  and 
hardships  of  life,  and  that  heaven’s  richest  benedictions  may  ever 
rest  upon  them.  .  .  .  Saturday,  June  20th:  On  the  morning  of  the 
19th  Ruth,  Emmet  and  I  in  company  with  James  took  the  train  and 
went  to  Black  Mountain  Station,  15  miles  east  of  Asheville  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Chautauqua  or  North  Carolina  Teachers’  Assembly.  We 
found  in  attendance  about  350  teachers.  The  station  consists  of  a 
very  large  hotel,  in  which  the  Assembly  was  entertained.  The  hotel 
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is  new  and  things  were  somewhat  in  confusion,  though  the  Assembly 
seemed  to  be  progressing  well.  They  adjourned  at  1  o’clock  until 
Monday,  so  we  did  not  get  to  see  much  of  the  workings  of  the  con¬ 
vention.  At  6:30  in  the  evening  Ruth,  Emmet  and  myself,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  Will  T.  Robertson,  an  Asheville  artist,  took  the  train 
and  went  9  miles  further  east  to  the  Round  Knob  Hotel.  I  reckon  the 
railroad  between  these  two  stations  is  the  most  wonderful  in  all  the 
world.  On  the  way  we  passed  the  summit  of  the  Blue  Ridge  where 
is  a  spring,  a  part  of  whose  water  flows  off  to  the  Atlantic  and  a 
part  toward  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  a  distance  of  four  miles  or 
less  we  passed  through  six  tunnels,  Swannanoa,  High  Ridge,  Burgen’s, 
McElroy’s,  Lick  Log,  and  Jarrett’s;  the  first  of  these  is  1,800  feet 
long,  the  others  are  quite  short.  The  engine  enters  Burgen’s  before 
the  last  coach  emerges  from  High  Ridge.  So  much  does  the  road 
wind  back  and  forth  through  the  mountains  that  we  passed  in  plain 
view  of  the  hotel  three  times  before  reaching  it.  We  stepped  from 
the  cars  on  to  the  porch  of  the  hotel;  three  stories  of  the  building 
are  below  the  level  and  three  above  it.  On  the  southeast  side  of  the 
house  is  a  magnificent  fountain,  268  feet  high,  said  to  be  the  highest 
in  the  world.  This  water  is  brought  from  “Mud  Cut”  about  4  miles 
away  and  is  carried  to  all  parts  of  the  building.  On  the  northeast 
and  east  is  a  beautiful  meadow  around  which  the  railroad  makes 
almost  a  circle,  and  in  this  meadow  is  a  small  round  hill  which  gives 
the  name  to  the  place — -Round  Knob.  The  remainder  of  the  scenery 
consists  of  mountains,  vast  ranges  and  lofty  peaks,  piled  up  in  aw¬ 
ful  and  sublime  .  grandeur.  The  hotel  is  a  good  building,  enter¬ 
taining  about  100  guests.  It  has  abundant  and  broad  halls  and  nice 
and  well  furnished  rooms.  It  belongs  to  the  railroad  company.  Capt. 
Troy  is  the  present  manager,  and  is  a  pleasant  affable  gentleman. 
At  1  o’clock  today  we  started  for  home,  arriving  about  2:30  p.  m. 
The  children  were  anxiously  awaiting  our  return.  Their  little  patter¬ 
ing  feet  and  their  little  prattling  tongues  make  home  the  sweetest 
and  most  enjoyable  place  on  earth— “Home,  Sweet  Home,  Be  It  Ever 
So  Humble,  There’s  No  Place  Like  Home”. 

July  24th:  Today  ended  the  first  session  of  the  State  Normal 
School  after  a  continuance  of  three  weeks  and  three  days.  I  taught 
Arithmetic,  United  States  and  North  Carolina  History.  The  other 
teachers  were  Professors  White  and  Wilson  and  Misses  Goodloe  and 
Millard.  .  .  .  Sunday,  July  26th:  Took  Sue  and  the  two  boys  to 
Chatata  where  we  arrived  at  10  o’clock  at  night.  Mr.  Day  met 
Sue  and  the  children.  I  went  on  to  Chattanooga  to  see  sister,  who 
is  in  a  dying  condition  from  consumption.  .  .  .  Monday,  July  27th, 
Devines,  Tennessee:  Came  out  this  morning  from.  Chattanooga  and 
found  sister  in  extreme  feebleness.  She  cannot  live  many  weeks. 

Saturday,  August  1st:  This  evening  just  at  night  I  left  sister 
to  return  home.  I  never  expect  to  see  her  again  in  this  life.  This 
was  indeed  a  time  of  sorrow  and  gloom.  I  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  who  could  visit  her.  James  was  sick,  Jack  had  a  child  sick 
and  father  and  George  were  too  far  away.  There  was  a  picture  of 
poverty  and  desolation  which  can  never  fade  from  my  memory.  The 
house  is  a  double  log  house  in  the  front  part  of  which  lives  a  man 
named  Wall,  with  six  children.  Sister  has  two  small  rooms  about 
10  x  12  feet  in  the  rear  of  the  house.  The  place  is  six  miles  south 
of  Chattanooga.  .  .  .  Tuesday,  August  4th:  After  an  absence  of  ten 
days  the  little  boys  and  I  returned  home.  We  found  Ruth  and  Mary 
at  the  depot  with  a  bret  waiting  for  us.  There  is  no  place  like  home. 
.  .  .  August  10th:  Bought  from  Cousin  James  M.  Atkins  the  patent 
right  in  Buncombe  county  for  Wm.  F.  Wimple’s  “fruit  picker”,  he 
having  bought  the  State  from  the  patentee,  W.  F.  Wimple.  I  gave 
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$25  in  cash  and  gave  an  obligation  to  pay  $25  more  when  half  the 
clear  profits  shall  have  reached  that  amount.  Borrowed  of  Barnard 
&  Sluder  $25  payable  in  60  days.  ...  At  7  o’clock  tonight  I  received 
a  telegram  from.  Anderson  (McFarland)  stating  that  our  dear  sister 
died  this  morning  and  would  be  buried  at  10  a.  m.  tomorrow.  I  am 
in  deep  sorrow,  but  trust  that  her  noble,  good  spirit  is  tonight  with 
•  that  of  our  darling  mother  in  the  Paradise  of  God.  Her  life  has 
certainly  been  one  of  suffering  and  sorrow;  but  her  weary  and  worn 
frame  now  sleeps  the  sleep  that  shall  know  no  waking  till  the  Resur¬ 
rection  morn,  when  we  shall  all  meet  again,  I  trust,  in  the  kingdom 
of  the  redeemed.  When  I  parted  from  sister  on  August  1st  she  gave 
me  mother’s  old  “family  Bible”,  and  also  a  set  of  jewelry  for  Ruth 
to  keep  for  Mary  Lizzie  until  she  becomes  grown,  being  a  set  I  bought 
for  sister  many  years  ago.  She  leaves  two  sweet  children,  Mary 
Lizzie,  age  8,  and  Wallace,  age  3  1/2.  May  the  Lord  bless  and  keep 
them  and  may  they  grow  up  to  honor  their  mother. 

Wednesday,  September  9th:  Opened  our  seventh  year  in  A.  F. 
College.  It  was  decidedly  the  finest  opening  we  have  ever  had,  there 
being  present  106  students,  25  of  whom  were  boarders.  The  largest 
number  present  at  any  previous  opening  was  75.  Faculty  this  year: 
Rev.  James  Atkins,  Jr.,  Rev.  T.  P.  Summers,  H.  O.  Hines  (music), 
B.  E.  Atkins,  Mrs.  C.  E.  McLoud,  Miss  Laura  McLoud  and  Miss  Om- 
burg  of  Rome,  Georgia.  We  feel  thankful  to  the  Divine  Providence 
for  the  blessings  and  the  success  which  have  thus  far  followed  us. 
.  .  .  Saturday,  September  12th:  Just  at  dark  father  arrived  from 
Florida.  We  all  hail  his  visit  with  great  delight.  This  is  the  first 
time  I  have  seen  him  since  April  7,  1881,  four  and  a  half  years.  He 
does  not  look  much  older  than  then  but  he  seems  feeble  and  totter¬ 
ing.  He  is  in  his  69th  year.  His  right  eye  droops  and  seems  en¬ 
tirely  out.  He  is  a  noble  good  man  and  has  always  been  as  kind  and 
indulgent  as  a  father  could  be.  .  .  .  Wednesday,  September  23rd: 
Father  and  ma  left  for  Florida.  They  spent  ten  days  with  us.  The 
visit  was  an  exceedingly  delightful  one  to  us.  We  all  regretted  very 
much  to  see  father  leave.  He  is  beginning  to  bend  under  the  weight 
of  years;  and  I  fear  this  is  the  last  visit  he  will  ever  make  us.  His 
life  has  been  a  long  and  useful  one.  .  .  .  Thursday,  September  24th: 
Brother  George  came  in  from  Winston.  We  had  not  seen  him  for 
more  than  four  years. 

Thursday,  October  1st:  George  left  for  his  home  in  Winston, 
after  spending  a  week  with  us,  which  we  all  en^oye ^e^e^din^ly.. 

Monday,  May  17th:  Received  a  telegram  saying  that  father 
was  “dangerously  ill”  in  Tallahassee,  Fla.  .  .  .  Tuesday,  May  18th: 
Telegram  from  Reverend  E.  H.  Harmon,  Tallahassee,  saying  father  died 
at  10:30  last  night,  Monday,  May  17,  1886.  A  truer,  nobler  man  and 
a  better  father  never  lived.  He  was  born  in  Laurens  District,  South 
Carolina,  February  25,  1817.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  69 
years,  2  months  and  22  days  old.  He  died  of  fever.  For  a  month 
he  was  confined  with  fever  at  his  home  in  Monticello,  Fla.,  where  he 
was  stationed  by  the  conference  last  January.  He  so  far  recovered 
from  the  fever  that  his  physician  had  dismissed  his  case  but,  his  im¬ 
provement  being  slow,  he  went  on  the  12th  to  Tallahassee  to  put  him¬ 
self  under  a  physician  in  whom  he  had  great  confidence;  and  in  a 
few  days  was  taken  violently  ill  and  lived  but  a  short  time.  No 
one  of  the  family  was  present  at  his  death,  save  his  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  April  1881.  In  1837  father  joined  the  Holston 
Conference  of  which  he  continued  a  member  for  nearly  forty  years. 
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In  1884,  while  stationed  in  Knoxville,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Fowler  Crawford  (nee  Jackson)  who  died  of  small  pox  in  Chatta¬ 
nooga  May  28,  1874,  nearly  12  years  prior  to  father’s  death.  In 
1876  he  was  transferred  to  the  Little  Rock  Conference  and  stationed 
in  Little  Rock.  In  January,  1880,  he  transferred  to  the  Florida  Con¬ 
ference  and  was  stationed  in  Fernandina  during  the  years  1880-’81-’82 
and  was  on  the  Tallahassee  District  during  the  years  1883-’84-’85, 
and  in  January,  1886  was  put  on  the  station  at  Monticello,  which 

he  regarded  as  the  most  pleasant  appointment  of  his  life.  My 

heart  overflows  with  sorrow  when  I  realize  that,  while  I  pen  these 

words,  his  noble  manly  form  which  to  our  boyhood’s  eyes  was  the  em¬ 
bodiment  of  all  manliness,  lies  cold  and  lifeless  in  a  faroff  land, 

waiting  to  be  laid  in  its  last  resting  place;  and  that  those  eyes  that 
beamed  so  kindly  on  our  innocent  childhood,  and  so  proudly  on  our 
bouyant  youth  and  developing  manhood,  are  forever  closed,  and  shall 
never  cast  their  kindly  glances  on  us  again.  He  left  ample  testi¬ 
mony  behind  that  he  had  fought  a  good  fight,  had  kept  the  faith,  and 

that  there  was  a  crown  of  life  laid  up  for  him.  He  left  four  sons; 

may  we  four  so  live  that  we  may  join  him  and  our  dear  mother  and 
sister  in  that  land  where  the  withering  touch  of  sickness  and  sorrow 
never  comes  to  blight  the  happiness  of  human  hearts.  I  gaze  now 
with  profound  love  and  admiration  on  pictures  of  my  father  and  mother, 
hanging  in  frames  above  my  mantel;  and  as  I  gaze  tender  memories 
and  associations  of  thirty-eight  years  pass  before  me  and  my  heart 
cries  out  in  anguish  for  one  more  greeting  from  those  loved  voices; 
but  it  cannot  be.  Farewell,  my  true,  noble,  tender  father,  farewell 
’till  we  meet  in  the  morning  of  the  great  Resurrection,  when  God  shall 
call  all  sleeping  dust  together.  Father  was  buried  at  Monticello, 
Florida,  at  10  a.  m.  Wednesday,  May  19,  1886.  The  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  E.  H.  Harmon,  presiding  elder  of  the  Tallahassee  District. 

Sunday,  June  6th:  Rev.  W.  E.  Bays  preached  our  commencement 
sermon  in  the  college  chapel.  .  .  .  Monday,  June  7th:  Commence¬ 
ment  night  for  the  undergraduates.  .  .  .  Tuesday,  June  8th:  Tonight 
the  senior  exercises  took  place.  The  graduates  were  Minnie  Alexander 
of  Pleasant,  Tennessee,  May  Belle  Cooper  of  Whittier,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  Loula  Bullock  of  Franklinton,  North  Carolina,  Eudora  Carruth 
of  Baton  Rouge,  Lousiana,  Bessie  Harris  of  Morristown,  Tennessee, 
Addie  Smith  of  Fairview,  North  Carolina,  Mary  Spain  of  Sardis,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  Lottie  Summey  of  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  Sallie  Weaver 
of  Weaverville  and  Alice  Wilson  of  Lenoir,  North  Carolina.  The  read¬ 
er’s  medal  was  awarded  to  Fannie  Ferguson  of  Waynesville,  North 
Carolina,  the  essayist’s  medal  to  Mary  Spain  of  Sardis,  Mississippi, 
the  art  medal  to  Sallie  Weaver  of  Weaverville.  Scholarship  medals 
were  awarded  to  Alice  Wilson  of  Lenoir,  North  Carolina,  and  Mary 
Spain  of  Sardis,  Mississippi.  .  .  .  Wednesday,  June  30th:  Today  at 
12  o’clock  our  fourth  child  was  born,  Lillian  Jackson  Atkins.  At¬ 
tendants  were  Dr.  W.  L.  Hilliard  and  Ann  Harris. 

Tuesday,  July  6th:  Began  the  second  session  of  the  State  Normal 
School.  Principal  Professor  E.  A.  Alderman  of  Goldsboro  assisted 
by  B.  E.  Atkins,  G.  D.  Meares,  Miss  Olivia  Millard  and  Miss  Maggie 
McDowell.  This  is  my  second  year  in  the  Normal.  I  am  teaching 
arithmetic  and  physiology.  Last  year  I  taught  arithmetic  and  his¬ 
tory. 

August  23rd:  Received  from  ma  by  express  father’s  watch  and 
a  medal  key  of  mine  which  he  wore  from  1869  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  May  17,  1886.  This  watch  is  an  open-face  gold  watch  which 
mother  gave  to  father  when  they  were  married  in  1845.  It  was  a 
present  to  her  from  her  father,  Joseph  Jackson.  This  watch  we  prize 


.8 n  me  jisC  to  v  iG 


•  ^  C;  IS  ,  O'  ,5»Hi  .  >.  ,-tX  .If  !  '/fJ!  v  t  *I?dv.  A#r.  \  *tI 

ntf  toon 

iixjziO  ttw-j riul't:  .  \  no  «*w  ha* 

isi  i  !)ff« 

it<38i:  ‘iq  J^Ortl  J  fe/i 

V  M.  -,2  ifm  i  (UM  VV  Wt>n08  i  .7  SW’Oft'SOVQ 

D  -iW  oa  U 

•  :  :  *■•..  •#»•:  .  •>  ,  ltd 

.■ra  !’  ’;o  j  *:>  q -ala  Um  fi.,o 

^«d«  7«T  or 

.?*o  y.np.hnjj  ;  ?p  .5 rh  k  inam 

.. 

/*!  . 

1  r«K  of 

Jon  a.  I  'io  noaii  /  •  ail  \  o|  bob'cawa  »■»»  7 
.fttiu  tt  ;rfiA  vam  trttlliH  .J  .W  .i<3  ei®v/  &Jn*brrjJ 

ruilfirtfe  ifO'it/9  aii  nay  <  '  :r .  >  ^lut,  ,Yi?Mrau7 

:: 

■ 

naqo  ri*t  j  d:Jr  r  . 

,fiCik>t  u>l  fi  ton  tv.  -ii  9  oJ  Maavxq 


Diary  of  Benjamin  E.  Atkins 


37 


very  highly  on  account  of  the  many  pleasant  associations  and  memo¬ 
ries  that  cluster  around  it.  From  my  earliest  childhood  I  was  ac¬ 
customed  to  see  father  wear  this  watch.  .  .  .  August  31st:  Tonight 
at  10  o’clock  Asheville  experienced  a  violent  earthquake  shock  which 
shook  all  the  homes  so  violently  that  many  people  rushed  out  into 
the  streets,  some  even  in  their  night  clothes.  This  was  the  first  earth¬ 
quake  I  ever  felt  and  the  sensation  was  by  no  means  a  pleasant  one. 
There  were  four  distinct  shocks  felt  within  the  space  of  half  an  hour. 
(Note:  This  was  what  is  always  referred  to  as  “The  Charleston  Earth¬ 
quake”— Eds.) 

Saturday,  September  4th:  Reports  through  the  newspapers  show 
this  earthquake  shock  to  have  extended  almost  over  the  entire  United 
States  and  to  have  done  much  damage  in  places.  The  city  of  Charles¬ 
ton  in  South  Carolina,  containing  more  than  60,000  people,  was  al¬ 
most  totally  wrecked  by  the  shock  of  the  31st  and  the  shocks  which 
followed  during  the  four  succeeding  days.  Many  houses  were  shat¬ 
tered  and  the  entire  population  took  refuge  in  the  streets,  parks  and 
open  fields.  Much  suffering  is  the  result,  but  money  is  being  sent 
liberally  from  all  parts  of  the  nation  to  relieve  the  sufferers.  The 
town  of  Summerville,  South  Carolina,  was  also  wrecked  by  the  earth¬ 
quake.  .  .  .  Wednesday,  September  8th:  We  began  the  eighth  year 
in  the  A.  F.  College  with  74  students  present.  During  the  day  two 
others  came  in.  The  faculty  for  this  year  is:  Rev.  James  Atkins, 
Jr.,  Rev.  T.  P.  Summers,  B.  E.  Atkins,  Misses  Laura  McLoud,  Sallie 
Omburg,  Sallie  Weaver,  and  Miss  Kelley,  teacher  of  music. 

October  21st:  Tonight  for  the  first  time  Asheville  was  lighted 
by  electricity.  These  lights  consist  mainly  of  four  iron  towers  125 
feet  high  with  four  globes  on  each  tower.  These  towers  are  located 
as  follows:  One  in  front  of  the  court  house;  one  at  the  junction  of 
Woodfin  and  Locust  streets  in  the  rear  of  the  college;  one  on  Mer- 
rimon  avenue  and  one  at  the  junction  of  Haywood  and  Academy  streets. 
In  addition  to  these  there  are  drop  lights  at  various  points  in  the 
city.  The  light  is  brilliant  and  gives  general  satisfaction. 

.  Sunday,  December  5th:  Tonight  at  8:30  an  alarm  of  fire  was 
given  at  the  college  boarding  house.  The  excitement  was  quite  high 
for  a  time.  The  snow  was  12  or  14  inches  deep  and  the  girls  were 
standing  around  in  the  yard  with  their  trunks  scattered  here  and  there 
through  the  snow.  The  partition  between  two  rooms  in  the  brick 
part  of  the  building  took  fire  and  burned  to  the  ceiling  above.  This 
is  the  first  time  the  college  has  been  a-fire  during  the  eight  years 
we  have  used  it  .  .  .  Monday,  December  6th:  The  deepest  snow  I 
have  ever  seen,  being  at  least  26  inches  deep.  This  is  our  eighth 
year  at  the  college  and  is  the  first  day  we  have  ever  been  compelled 
to  suspend  school  on  account  of  the  weather.  Not  a  single  student 
put  in  an  appearance.  Asheville  is  completely  “snowed  under”.  All 
travel  and  work  is  suspended. 

1887 

Wednesday,  January  12th:  Sold  my  house  and  lots  on  Chest¬ 
nut  street  to  Professor  Elwyn  Waller  for  $2,200  cash.  Of  this  amount 
I  paid  a  mortgage  of  $800  to  Mrs.  A.  C.  Maffit,  leaving  me  $1,400  net. 
In  April,  1884,  I  bought  these  lots  for  $600,  so  I  made  on  the  invest¬ 
ment  $800.  .  .  .  Thursday,  January  13th:  Loaned  to  A.  J.  Lyman 
$1,400  for  12  months  at  8  per  cent,  payable  semi-annually.  I  took  as 
security  a  mortgage  on  two  lots,  one  on  Main  street  in  Asheville 
adjoining  the  lot  of  Mrs.  Fulton  and  opposite  Rankin’s  tankard,  front¬ 
ing  100  feet  on  Main  street  and  running  back  200  feet,  having  on  it 
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a  stable  insured  to  my  benefit  for  $300;  and  a  lot  on  Pearson’s  road 
near  Academy  street,  adjoining  the  lands  of  one  Harvey  Johnston 
(colored)  and  purchased  from  him,  on  which  lots  are  to  be  erected 
two  houses  ana  insured  to  my  benefit  at  $300.  I  made  Rev.  James 
Atkins,  Jr.,  my  brother,  trustee  in  this  mortgage. 

Wednesday,  February  2nd:  Sue  came  up  from  Chatata  to  pay 
us  a  second  visit.  Ruth  went  to  the  depot  to  meet  her.  I,  being  un¬ 
able  to  attend  school,  stayed  with  the  children. 

April  2nd:  Purchased  from  N.  P.  Chedister  and  wife,  S.  R.  Ched- 
ister,  a  lot  on  North  side  of  Patton  avenue,  fronting  70  1/2  feet  on 
the  avenue  and  running  back  125  feet,  having  a  common  alley  on  the 
rear  and  east  sides  of  10  feet.  Sum  paid,  $1,500.  A  mortgage  on 
the  lot  was  executed  to  Mrs.  V.  S.  Chapman  for  $1,000  of  the  money 
paid  on  said  lot,  12  months,  8  per  cent  interest  payable  semi-annually. 
The  remaining  $500  was  borrowed  from  Prof  T.  P.  Summers  to  be 
paid  on  January  13,  1888,  and  secured  by  placing  in  his  hands  a 
mortgage  for  $1,400  from  A.  J.  Lyman  for  money  loaned  him.  The 
above  named  lot  adjoins  the  land  of  C.  Cowan  and  lies  nearly  op¬ 
posite  the  large  frame  storehouse  built  by  Straith  &  Thompson.  I 
also  purchased  today  from  Jas.  Butrick  two  unimproved  lots  on  south¬ 
east  side  of  Depot  street,  fronting  on  said  street  66  feet  each  and 
running  back  between  200  and  300  feet  and  widening  to  more  than 
100  feet  each  in  the  rear.  These  lots  cost  $1,600,  for  $800  of  which 
a  first  mortgage  was  executed  to  Mr.  Menzie  through  D.  C.  Waddell 
and  a  second  mortgage  to  Jas.  Butrick  for  the  remaining  $800,  en¬ 
dorsed  by  J.  M.  Campbell,  for  which  endorsement,  and  selling  said 
lots  in  the  future,  Campbell  is  to  have  one  half  the  net  profits  after 
interest  and  all  other  expenses  have  been  paid.  .  .  .  Tuesday,  April 
19th:  Sue  left  for  home  after  spending  two  and  a  half  months  with 
us.  Her  visit  was  enjoyed  very  much  by  all  of  us  and  we  hated 
very  much  to  give  her  up.  .  .  .  Saturday,  April  30th:  August  1,  1884, 
I  borrowed  from  Uncle  R.  C.  Jackson,  Knoxville,  Tennessee  $100  to 
be  put  in  the  coal  business  with  J.  J.  Hill  of  Asheville.  Mr.  Hill 
used  up  the  money  and  up  to  this  time  has  never  refunded  it.  To¬ 
day  I  paid  the  note  amounting  to  $116.60. 

Saturday,  May  7th:  We  all  went  to  Professor  King’s,  two  miles 
in  the  country,  where  we  spent  a  most  delightful  day,  returning  home 
about  5  o’clock  this  evening.  It  is  certainly  refreshing  to  see  how 
the  children  enjoy  a  day  in  the  country. 

Thursday,  June  2nd:  On  the  nights  of  June  1st  and  2nd  we  had 
the  closing  exercises  of  the  Asheville  Female  College,  held  in  the 
court  room,  because  repairs  being  made  on  the  college  chapel  pre  • 
vented  its  being  used.  There  were  eight  graduates:  Lucy  Alexander, 
Ida  Baird,  Susan  Dukes  and  Estelle  Gudger  of  Asheville,  Addie  Gree- 
ver,  Genevieve  Sharp  and  Mary  Spurgeon  of  Tennessee  and  Lillie  Otts 
of  Moore’s,  South  Carolina.  The  reading  medal  was  awarded  to  Mary 
Spurgeon,  the  writers  medal  to  Genevieve  Sharp,  the  art  medal  to 
Bessie  Harris  of  Morristown,  Tennessee,  and  the  scholarship  medal 
to  Addie  Greever  of  Galbraith’s  Springs,  Tennessee.  .  .  .  Wednesday, 
June  8th,  Chatata:  Ruth,  and  four  children  and  I  with  Aunt  Ann 
Harris  (colored)  left  Asheville  for  a  visit  to  this  place.  The  day 
was  cool  and  pleasant.  We  made  close  connection  at  Morristown  and 
came  straight  through,  arriving  at  Chatata  20  minutes  past  4  p.  m. 
Mr.  Day  met  us  at  the  station  and  we  reached  home  some  time  be¬ 
fore  night.  At  Knoxville,  brother  Jack  and  sister  Lizzie  met  us  at 
the  train. 

Tuesday,  July  6th:  Ruth  and  I  came  to  Knoxville  to  visit  Bro- 
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ther  Jack  and  family.  ".  .  .  Friday,  July  8th:  Returned  from  Knox¬ 
ville  to  Chatata  after  having  spent  three  days  most  pleasantly  with 
Jack  and  family.  During  our  stay  we  went  on  the  street  car  out  to 
the  old  “Fair  Ground”  place  which  father  once  owned.  This  was  my 
first  visit  since  we  moved  from  there  30  years  ago.  A  few  of  the 
old  landmarks  were  recognizable. 

Wednesday,  August  10th:  After  two  months  delightful  visit  to 
Mr.  Day’s  family  near  Chatata,  we  returned  today  to  Asheville,  ar¬ 
riving  at  10  p.  m.  and  stopping  at  the  Grand  Central  Hotel  on  Pat¬ 
ton  avenue  and  kept  by  N.  P.  Chedister.  .  .  .  Thursday,  August  11th: 
Rented  and  moved  into  a  house  belonging  to  Mrs.  Charlotte  Walker 
on  the  south  corner  of  Bailey  and  Phillips  street,  No.  93  Bailey. 
Rent  $20  per  month.  .  .  .  August  20th:  Purchased  of  W.  O.  Wolfe 
a  lot  100  feet  on  Charlotte  street  by  170  feet  on  Baird  street  in  North 
Asheville.  Paid  $50  on  the  same,  agreeing  to  pay  $150  more  within 
90  days  and  in  failure  am  to  forefeit.  Price,  $1,000.  The  residue,  $850, 
bears  8  per  cent  interest  from  this  date. 

September  14th:  Began  our  ninth  annual  session  in  the  Ashe¬ 
ville  Female  College  in  the  new  building  erected  on  the  site  of  ihe 
old  one.  It  will  cost  when  completed  and  furnished  about  $50,000 
We  opened  with  about  75  pupils. 

Friday,  October  21st:  Gave  holiday  because  of  the  coming  of 
President  Cleveland  and  his  wife.  They  arrived  about  10  o’clock  a. 
m.  Drove  up  Depot  street,  Patton  avenue  and  up  to  Battery  Park 
Hotel,  where  they  spent  about  five  minutes,  thence  to  Patton  avenue 
again,  up  to  public  square,  down  South  Main  and  out  to  Connally's 
View  where  they  were  to  take  the  train.  They  went  with  a  great 
rush,  drawn  in  an  open  bret  by  four  black  horses.  Such  a  throng 
of  people  was  never  seen  in  Asheville  before.  The  crowd  was  estimated 
at  15,000.  On  September  9th  I  received  a  letter  from  Uncle  Ander¬ 
son  Taylor  Atkins,  father’s  youngest  brother  and  the  only  living  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family  so  far  as  I  know.  During  the  past  few  months  I 
have  written  several  letters  in  my  effort  to  find  him.  The  letter 
was  written  September  3rd  at  Peace  Valley,  Howell  county,  Mo.,  near 
which  place  Uncle  Taylor  has  a  farm.  He  has  seven  children  whose 
names  are:  Mary  Caldona,  Joseph  Elomo,  Benjamin  Bivens,  Wil¬ 
liam  Anderson,  John  Henley,  Frances  Arminda  Pearl,  Norah  Ellen 
Josephine.  He  said  in  this  letter  that  he  has  heard  nothing  from 
any  of  his  folks  for  many  years.  Did  not  even  know  of  his  mother’s 
death  and  had  not  heard  of  father’s  death.  I  answered  this  letter 
but  up  to  this  time  (December  4th)  have  not  received  an  answer. 

November  25th:  Took  a  deed  from  W.  O.  Wolfe  and  Julia  E. 
Wolfe  for  a  lot  at  the  corner  of  Charlotte  and  Baird  streets  in  North 
Asheville,  96  by  166  feet,  price  $1,000,  of  which  I  paid  $50  and  gave 
mortgage  for  the  remaining  $950,  payable  on  August  1,  1888,  at  8 
per  cent  interest.  The  deed  for  the  lot  is  recorded  in  Book  61,  Page 
37.  Registered  December  3,  1887. 

December  2nd:  Paid  to  James  $100  on  lot  at  corner  of  Locust 
and  Woodfin  streets,  being  the  northeast  corner  of  the  college  grounds. 
.  .  .  December  12th:  The  steam-heating  apparatus  was  put  into  opera¬ 
tion  and  we  moved  our  school  work  from  tne  old  boarding  house  back 
into  the  new  college  building.  All  works  satisfactorily.  .  .  .  Decem¬ 
ber  24th:  Paid  James  $550  on  lot  at  corner  of  Locust  and  Woodfin 
streets.  No  deed  made  yet.  .  .  .  December  25th:  Through  the 
Providence  of  God  we  have  been  brought  to  see  the  return  of  an¬ 
other  Christmas.  This  year  it  comes  on  Sunday.  It  is  a  dark,  gloomy, 
disagreeable  day,  with  rapidly  melting  snow.  This  is  our  ninth  Christ- 
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mas  in  Asheville.  This  year  we  are  living  at  No.  76  Charlotte  street 
in  a  four  room  house  belonging  to  Sam  W.  Ray.  We  are  having  a 
quiet  Christmas  all  to  ourselves  and  the  children  and  enjoying  the 
few  simple  and  inexpensive  presents  brought  them  by  “Santa  Claus”. 

1888 

January  6th:  I  purchased  from  Asheville  Female  College  a  lot 
on  the  corner  of  Locust  and  Woodfin  streets  for  $1,400,  paying  in  cash 
$650  and  giving  a  mortgage  for  $750  due  in  one  year.  The  lot  is 
more  fully  described  as  follows:  Beginning  at  the  corner  of  Wood- 
fin  and  Locust  streets,  running  with  the  south  margin  of  Woodfin 
66  feet,  thence  south  16  degrees  East  160  feet,  thence  North  74  de¬ 
grees  East  82  feet  to  Locust  street,  thence  with  margin  of  said  street 
to  the  beginning.  The  deed  is  recorded  in  Book  61,  Page  200. 

April  17th:  Began  erection  of  an  eight-room  house  on  corner  of 
Woodfin  and  Locust  streets.  A.  L.  Melton,  architect  and  S.  M.  Terrell, 
foreman.  .  .  .  April  28th:  Paid  Mrs.  V.  S.  M.  Chapman  $200  on  mort¬ 
gage  note. 

June  1st:  Cancelled  mortgage  made  to  Asheville  Female  College 
on  lot  at  corner  of  Woodfin  and  Locust  streets  and  gave  to  Gen. 
Ulysses  Doubleday  a  mortgage  on  same  lot  for  $2,000  for  two  years 
at  8  per  cent  interest  payable  semi-annually.  Of  this  amount  $750 
was  to  satisfy  the  mortgage  above  referred  to  and  the  balance  was 
used  in  building  an  eight  room  house  on  the  said  lot.  Deeded  to  W. 
O.  Wolfe  a  lot  on  corner  of  Charlotte  and  Baird  streets  in  payment 
of  claim  on  same  amounting  to  $966.  Collected  from  A.  J.  Lyman 
$504.17  balance  in  full  on  mortgage  on  Main  street  property  in  North 
Asheville.  Paid  Professor  T.  P.  Summers  $504.17,  amount  in  full 
on  note  dated  April  2,  1887.  Sold  to  W.  O.  Wolfe  lot  on  corner  of 
Charlotte  and  Baird  streets  for  $996  in  full  payment  of  amount  due 
him  on  same  lot,  he  agreeing  to  refund  me  the  amount  paid  him  and 
for  improvements,  $58,  provided  he  should  succeed  in  selling  the  lot 
so  as  to  realize  $1,000.  Took  from  E.  J.  Aston,  agent  for  the  North 
British  Insurance  Company,  a  policy  for  $1,800  for  three  years  on 
new  house,  corner  Woodfin  and  Locust.  .  .  .  June  12th:  Closed  our 
ninth  year  in  Asheville  Female  College.  On  Sunday,  the  10th,  Rev. 
Dr.  G.  C.  Rankin  preached  the  annual  sermon.  On  Monday  night,  the 
11th,  was  the  annual  concert.  The  chapel  was  well  filled.  Tuesday, 
the  12th,  graduation  exercises.  The  graduates  were  Belle  Bright  of 
Haywood  county,  Lizzie  Crawford  of  Franklin,  Ella  Hart  of  Ashe¬ 
ville,  Fannie  Ferguson  and  Ida  Ferguson  of  Waynesville,  Mary  Fergu¬ 
son  of  South  Carolina,  Carrie  Summers  of  Johnson  City,  Tennessee, 
Mattie  Teague  of  North  Carolina.  Art  medals  to  Mary  Pridemore  and 
Lizzie  Orr  of  Jonesville,  Virginia,  Crayon  to  Ida  Ferguson,  Readers 
medal  to  May  Humphrey  of  Wisconsin,  Writer’s  medal  to  Carrie  Sum¬ 
mers,  Scholarship  medal  to  Ella  Hart.  .  .  .  June  13:  Just  as  the  clock 
struck  the  midnight  hour  our  fifth  child  was  born,  Bennie  Weaver 
Atkins,  at  No.  76  Charlotte  Street,  Physician  Dr.  M.  L.  Neilson,  nurse 
Mrs.  Nancy  Walton. 

July  24th:  Moved  into  our  new  house,  corner  Woodfin  and  Lo¬ 
cust.  This  house  was  begun  on  April  17th  and  was  built  by  S.  M. 
Terrell,  John  Dillon,  J.  J.  Rich  and  S.  R.  Mitchell  at  a  cost  of  $2,200, 
and  the  lot  cost  $1,400,  making  a  total  of  $3,600. 

September  5th:  Dr.  Sam  Day  came  over  to  see  us  from  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  Kansas.  His  visit  was  very  unexpected.  .  .  .  September  6th: 
Tonight  at  Temperance  Hall,  over  Carmichael’s  drug  store,  I  joined 
the  insurance  organization  known  as  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
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Workmen.  The  amount  is  $2,000  and  the  maximum  cost  is  $24  per 
annum.  My  policy  is  made  payable  to  my  wife,  Ruth  Day  Atkins. 

.  .  .  September  10th:  Dr.  Sam  W.  Day  left  for  his  home  in  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  Kansas,  after  spending  five  days  with  us.  It  rained  every 
day  during  his  stay,  so  that  we  could  not  get  around.  This  is  the 
first  time  we  have  seen  him  since  he  left  Chatata,  Tennessee  in  Sept¬ 
ember,  1877.  .  .  .  September  12th:  Opened  our  tenth  annual  session 
in  the  Asheville  Female  College.  Pupils  present  54.  The  small  number 
was  due  largely  to  the  very  inclement  weather  which  has  continued 
for  two  weeks  with  hardly  any  cessation. 

October  3rd:  The  Holston  Conference,  M.  E.  Church,  South,  con¬ 
vened  in  Asheville,  Bishop  Hargrove  presiding.  This  is  the  first  ses¬ 
sion  held  here  since  October,  1882.  Our  guests  are  Revs.  Kennerly  C. 
Atkins,  C.  Bartowe  McFarland,  James  F.  McFarland,  lay  delegate  from 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  and  Sister  Lizzie,  Brother  Jack’s  wife  from 
Knoxville.  .  .  .  October  7th:  This  evening  at  6  o’clock  at  our  home 
Rev.  Ken  C.  Atkins  baptized  our  two  daughters,  Lillian  Jackson  and 
Bennie  Weaver,  he  having  baptized  the  other  three  children  in  years 
gone  by.  Besides  the  entire  family  there  were  present  Rev.  T.  P. 
Summers,  James  R.  and  C.  B.  McFarland,  Sister  Lizzie  and  Mrs.  Nancy 
Walton. 

December  27th:  This  evening  George  came  up  from  Winston  to 
pay  us  a  visit.  This  is  the  first  time  we  have  seen  him  since  October, 
1885. 


1889 

May  14th:  Rev.  S.  N.  Barker,  former  president  of  Willis  College, 
Willis,  Texas,  and  myself,  leased  the  Asheville  Female  College  for  a 
term  of  five  years  from  James  Atkins,  Jr.,  and  J.  A.  Branner.  We 
are  to  pay  $3,000  the  first  year  and  $4,000  per  annum  for  the  succeed¬ 
ing  four  years.  Payments  are  to  be  made  in  two  equal  parts  on  the 
first  day  of  September  and  February  of  each  year.  After  expenses 
are  paid,  Prof.  B.  takes  three-fifths  and  I  two  fifths  of  the  net 
proceeds,  he  to  act  as  president  and  run  the  boarding  department 
and  I  to  occupy  the  house  on  north  side  of  the  campus  and  attend 
to  the  local  patronage.  We  are  to  take  charge  of  the  college  Sept¬ 
ember  1,  1889.  .  .  .  May  16th:  Sold  to  J.  M.  Campbell  the  lot  on 
Depot  Street,  purchased  from  Jas.  Butrick  April  2,  1887.  On  this 
trade  I  neither  made  nor  lost  anything. 

June  4th:  Rev.  S.  N.  Barker  and  wife,  who  are  to  be  associated 
with  me  in  the  college,  came  in  from  Texas  .  .  .  June  12th:  Tonight 
we  closed  with  a  reception  at  the  college,  our  tenth  year  in  this  institu¬ 
tion.  During  these  ten  years  James  and  I  have  worked  side  by  side. 
He  now  retires,  but  I  continue.  On  Friday,  the  8th,  was  the  art  levee. 
Sunday  at  11  a.  m.  the  annual  sermon  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Waterhouse  of 
Church  Street  Church,  Knoxville,  subject  “Eternal  Life”.  At  8:30 

p.  m.  the  missionary  sermon  by  Rev.  Sam  H.  Hilliard  of  Centenary 
Church,  Knoxville.  Monday  night,  the  annual  concert  was  held.  Large 
crowd,  receipts  about  $75.  This  is  the  second  year  we  have  charged 

for  admittance  to  the  concert  and  find  that  it  works  well.  Monday, 

the  11th,  graduating  exercises  were  held  with  the  following  seniors: 
Mary  C.  Pridemore  of  Jonesville,  Virginia,  Janie  H.  Henry  of  Georgia, 
Lizzie  V.  Orr  of  Jonesville,  Virginia,  Lula  Lloyd  of  Nebraska,  M. 

Bennie  Ledbetter  of  North  Carolina,  Mamie  M.  Justus  of  Henderson¬ 
ville,  Edith  E.  Smith  of  Asheville,  Medals — Neatness,  Jessie  Warnes; 
Art,  Janie  Henry;  Crayon,  Dorcas  Rowe;  Reading,  Ethel  Lyons;  Writer’s, 
Janie  Henry;  Scholarship,  Mamie  Justus. 
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July  20th:  Rented  our  new  house,  corner  Woodfin  and  Locust, 
to  Dr.  B.  F.  Arrington  for  $300  a  year  and  moved  into  the  frame  house 
on  the  north  side  of  the  college  campus. 

August  31st:  James  and  family  moved  out  of  the  college  after 
a  ten-years  residence  therein.  I  took  20  shares  in  Southern  Mutual 
Building  &  Loan  Association. 

September  1st:  Rev.  S.  N.  Barker  and  I  took  possession  of  the 
college  and  entered  a  five  year  lease.  .  .  .  September  11th:  Rev. 
S.  N.  Barker  and  I  opened  school  with  70  pupils;  of  this  number  33 
are  boarders.  Most  of  these  are  new  students.  Emmet,  James  and 
Mary  entered  school  for  the  first  time.  .  .  .  September  14th:  Up  to 
this  time  41  boarding  pupils  have  arrived  and  of  this  number  there 
are  14  out  of  the  46  old  boarders  who  did  not  graduate  and  ought, 
therefore  to  have  returned.  We  have,  at  the  close  of  the  first 
three  days  of  school  82  pupils.  .  .  .September  18th:  Today  ends  the 
first  week  of  school  and  the  roll  of  pupils  has  increased  to  97.  Of 
these  49  are  boarders. 

October  4th:  Ruth,  Emmet,  Mary,  Lillian  and  Bennie  Weaver 
started  to  Tennessee  to  visit  grandpa  (W.  C.  Day)  at  Chatata.  James 
remained  at  the  college  with  me.  .  .  .  October  9th:  Today  closes 
the  first  month  of  school.  We  have  60  boarding  pupils  with  53  day 
pupils,  making  113.  Of  these  8  are  specials  in  art  and  music  .  .  . 
October  12th:  Wrote  my  first  letter  on  the  typewriter  to  Emmet  at 
Chatata  .  .  .  October  23rd:  Ruth  and  the  children  returned  from  a 
three  weeks  visit  to  Chatata.  James  and  I  met  them  at  the  depot  with 
a  carriage. 

December  6th:  Tonight  I  attended  in  the  court  house  a  meeting 
called  by  Mayor  Blanton  in  honor  of  Hon.  Jefferson  Davis,  ex-president 
of  the  Confederacy.  He  died  in  New  Orleans  at  1:30  p.  m.  this  day 
at  the  age  of  82.  .  .  .  December  11th:  At  noon  today  the  burial  of 
President  Davis  took  place  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  A  memorial 
service  in  honor  of  this  noble  man  was  held  in  Central  Methodist 
Church,  South,  which  was  attended  by  the  surviving  veterans  of  Bun¬ 
combe  county,  who  marched  in  a  body  from  the  court  house.  The 
crowd  was  far  greater  than  the  church  could  accommodate.  The 
scene  was  a  very  impressive  one.  Over  the  pulpit  hung  the  Conferedate 
flag,  which  had  waved  over  brave  hearts  a  quarter  of  a  century  be¬ 
fore— three  stripes,  red,  white  and  red,  a  blue  cross  in  the  corner  hold¬ 
ing  13  stars,  representing  the  13  Southern  states  engaged  in  the  bloody 
conflict.  No  doubt  similar  services  were  held  in  almost  every  town 
in  the  South,  for  Mr.  Davis  was  loved  and  admired  all  over  this  fair 
land.  He  will  surely  go  into  history  as  one  of  America’s  greatest  and 
noblest  men.  He  has  passed  beyond  the  reach  of  the  mean,  sneaking 
calumny  which  has  followed  him  for  25  years.  .  .  .  December  20th: 
Dr.  Sam  W.  Day,  Ruth’s  oldest  brother,  died  in  McPherson,  Kansas. 
He  died  after  an  illness  of  a  few  days  of  a  complication  of  heart 
disease  and  rheumatism.  He  left  a  wife  and  two  children,  John,  a 
boy  of  16  years,  and  Mattie,  11  years.  Sam  went  from  Chatata  to 
McPherson  in  September,  1877,  hence  he  had  been  there  for  nearly 
13  years.  He  was  a  very  fine  and  successful  physician.  In  deep 
sorrow  we  mourn  with  the  bereaved  widow  and  fatherless  children. 

1890 

April  1st:  Closed  with  James  Atkins,  Jr.,  and  J.  A.  Branner  a 
lease  on  the  Asheville  Female  College  for  five  years  from  Septem¬ 
ber,  1890,  but  to  take  possession  July  1st.  They  reserve  cottage  on 
College  street  for  personal  use,  but  I  am  to  have  control  in  event  they 
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vacate  it.  At  the  end  of  five  years  I  am  to  have  refusal  of  the  pro¬ 
perty  during  the  next  four  years.  The  price  is  one-fifth  of  gross 
proceeds  from  the  school  and  one-tenth  of  gross  proceeds  from  summer 
boarders  but  is  not  to  fall  below  $2,500  a  year,  which  amount  is  to  be 
paid  on  October  1st  of  each  year.  The  one-tenth  mentioned  above  is 
to  be  expended  in  repairs  and  permanent  improvements  on  the  build¬ 
ings  and  grounds.  If  they  sell  the  property  during  the  first  five  years 
of  this  lease  they  are  to  pay  me  five  per  cent  of  the  sale,  if  dur¬ 
ing  the  second  year  4  per  cent,  third  year  3  per  cent,  fourth  year  2 
per  cent,  fifth  year  1  per  cent.  If  the  building  should  be  destroyed 
they  are  to  refund  a  part  of  prepaid  rental  in  proportion  to  unexpired 
portion  of  the  year  in  which  such  destruction  may  occur. 

May  5th:  Went  to  depot  with  James  who  was  starting  to  General 
Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Rev.  G.  C. 
Rankin,  Rev.  J.  H.  Weaver  and  Hon.  H.  A.  Gudger  went  at  the  same 
time.  At  the  train  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  F.  L.  Reid  of  Raleigh 
Advocate,  Dr.  J.  R.  Brooks  and  Rev.  Jesse  Cunniggim  of  the  N.  C.  Con¬ 
ference.  .  .  .  May  10th:  Rev.  J.  D.  Arnold  came  from  Reidsville  to 
confer  with  me  in  reference  to  taking  a  position  in  Asheville  Female 
College.  .  .  .  May  11th:  At  night  in  Central  Methodist  church,  Rev. 
J.  D.  Arnold  preached  a  most  excellent  sermon.  .  .  .  May  12th:  Ruth 
and  I  spent  the  afternoon  driving  with  Brother  Arnold.  .  .  .  May  13th: 
Brother  Arnold  left  for  Reidsville  after  closing  a  contract  to  work  in 
Asheville  Female  College  on  the  following  terms:  He  is  to  travel  and 
drum  for  the  school  during  each  vacation  and  teach  during  the  ten 
school  months.  I  pay  his  traveling  expenses,  give  board,  $600  a  year 
and  the  board,  tuition,  etc.,  of  his  two  daughters,  Pearl  and  Virginia. 
On  the  same  train  on  which  Brother  Arnold  left  mother  (Mrs.  W.  C. 
Day,  his  stepmother)  and  Albert  Day  came  up  from  Chatata. 

June  23rd:  Prof.  Barker  having  left  for  Abingdon,  Va.,  on  the  21st, 
we  too  took  possession  of  the  college  today  and  began  to  clean  it  up 
for  the  reception  of  summer  boarders. 

July  7th:  At  10:10  p.  m.  Mary  Lyons  Atkins,  James’  oldest  dau¬ 
ghter,  13  years  of  age,  died  at  Emory  &  Henry  College,  Virginia.  Sad 
and  mysterious  calamity.  How  deeply  we  do  sympathize  with  our 
brother  and  sister  in  this  sore  affliction.  .  .  .  July  9th:  In  company 
with  Dr.  F.  L.  Reid,  editor  of  The  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate,  Rev. 
Mr.  Guthrie,  pastor  at  Salisbury,  and  others,  I  went  to  Brevard.  We 
went  on  the  cars  to  Hendersonville  and  thence  Mr.  Waters,  a  Baptist 
brother,  took  us  in  a  hack  up  the  French  Broad  river  to  Brevard,  a 
distance  of  21  miles.  Dr.  Reagan  and  myself  were  quartered  at  Mr. 
Nathan  McMinns,  a  very  pleasant  place.  The  family  consists  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McMinn,  John,  Beulah,  Nat  and  May  .  .  .  July  12th:  Re¬ 
turned  from  Brevard  by  way  of  Hendersonville,  arriving  about  night. 
.  .  .  July  26th:  Mother  and  Mrs.  Kibler  left  for  Chatata. 

August  12th:  Mag,  widow  of  Dr.  Sam  W.  Day,  carrie  to  Asheville 
with  Johnnie  and  Mattie  to  live  with  us  in  the  college. 

September  10th:  Opened  my  first  session  in  charge  of  the  Ashe¬ 
ville  Female  College  with  the  following  faculty:  Rev.  J.  D.  Arnold, 
Miss  Lou  T.  Couling  of  Tazwell  C.  H.,  Virginia,  Miss  Laura  McCloud 
of  Asheville,  Miss  Ethel  Lyons  of  Knoxville,  Miss  Eva  Wright  of 
Princeton,  Indiana,  Miss  Ella  M.  Henderson  of  Logansport,  Indiana, 
Miss  Ella  McD.  Allford  of  Selkirk,  South  Carolina,  and  Miss  Martha 
Burmeister  of  Germany.  We  opened  with  63  pupils  of  whom  only  18 
are  boarders. 

October  22nd:  At  11  o’clock  a.  m.  the  college  was  discovered  to  be 
on  fire  in  the  fourth  floor.  I  was  in  the  First  National  Bank  paying 
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a  note  when  the  alarm  was  sounded,  and  when  I  reached  the  college  a 
vast  throng  of  people  had  assembled  and  had  torn  nearly  everything 
out  of  the  building.  Rain  was  falling  heavily.  The  people  of  Ashe¬ 
ville  took  the  boarding  pupils  to  their  homes  and  kindly  took  care  of 
them  till  the  following  Saturday,  until  we  could  replace  the  furniture 
and  get  things  fixed  up.  We  suspended  school  for  only  two  days. 
The  damage  was  $4,000  which  amount  was  paid  by  the  insurance  com¬ 
pany.  Of  this  amount  about  $1,750  was  used  in  repairing;  the  balance 
$2,250  was  used  by  the  owners  of  the  property  for  private  purposes. 

1891 

March  12th:  Deeded  back  to  N.  P.  Chedister  a  lot  purchased 
from  him  on  Patton  avenue  April  1,  1887.  He  paid  me  purchase  money, 
$1,500,  and  interest  and  taxes,  amounting  in  all  to  $2,054.  The  title 
was  considered  defective.  This  lot  had  been  sold  to  me  by  A.  J.  Ly¬ 
man  and  he  had  paid  me  on  it  $300,  which  amount  I  today  refunded 
him.  .  .  .  March  23rd:  Paid  Gen.  U.  Doubleday  mortgage  of  $250  and 
the  mortgage  was  released  on  the  books. 

April  10th:  Borrowed  from  B.  Vaught  of  Boston,  Mass.,  through 
John  Childs  $1,800  at  8  per  cent  interest.  Commission  paid  Mr.  Childs 
$50.  .  .  .  April  14th:  Paid  in  full  a  mortgage  of  $2,000  on  my  Wood- 
fin  street  house  held  by  Gen.  U.  Doubleday.  We  could  not  find  the 
note  for  $2,000  among  Gen.  Doubleday’s  papers  so  I  took  George  F. 
Scott’s  (trustee)  receipt  stating  the  fact  and  filed  same  with  cancelled 
mortgages. 

May  29th:  Art  levee  at  Asheville  Female  College  this  afternoon. 
The  display  of  paintings  and  crayons  was  very  fine.  Committee  to 
award  medals  was  composed  of  Fred  A.  Hull,  Maj.  W.  E.  Breese,  and 
H.  Redwood.  Medal  for  best  crayon,  “Pharaoh’s  Horses”  was  awarded 
to  Miss  Mary  Sevier  of  Asheville;  medal  for  best  oil  painting,  “Re- 
connoitering”,  was  awarded  to  Miss  Carrie  Nichols  of  Asheville.  Tea¬ 
cher,  Miss  Ella  McD.  Alford.  .  .  .  May  31st:  Dr.  S.  S.  Lambeth,  of 
Lynchburg,  Virginia,  preached  our  commencement  sermon  at  Central 
church  and  at  night  a  sermon  before  the  college  missionary  society. 
These  were  both  very  fine  sermons  and  were  much  enjoyed  by  the 
large  audiences  present. 

June  1st:  Annual  concert  tonight  by  Miss  H.  Burmeister  and 
the  other  teachers.  It  was  pronounced  one  of  the  best  ever  given  here. 
.  .  .  June  2nd:  At  10:30  a.  m.  graudating  exercises.  Class:  Miss 
Maggie  Love  of  Waynesville,  essay,  “Beyond  the  Alps  Lies  Italy”; 
Miss  Flora  Monroe  of  Jonesboro,  North  Carolina,  essay,  “The  Heroes 
That  Fail”;  Miss  Jessie  Warnes  of  Mossy  Creek,  Tennessee,  essay, 
“The  Struggle  for  Fame”.  Elocution  medal  to  Miss  Nellie  Hynson  of 
Covington,  Kentucky,  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Byrd;  essay  medal  to  Miss  Jessie 
Warnes  by  Hon.  G.  A.  Shuford;  art  medal  to  Miss  Carrie  Nichols  by 
Professor  P.  P.  Claxton;  crayon  medal  to  Miss  Mary  Sevier  by  Major 
W.  E.  Breese;  scholarship  medal  to  Miss  Jessie  Warnes,  by  B.  E.  At¬ 
kins.  Today  in  Knoxville  Mary  Ellis  Atkins,  oldest  daughter  of  J. 
J.  Atkins,  was  married  to  Mr.  Alfred  Burrows.  On  account  of  com¬ 
mencement  we  could  not  attend.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev. 
James  Atkins,  uncle  of  the  bride  and  president  of  Emory  &  Henry 
College.  .  .  .  June  11th:  Rented  the  college  for  the  summer  to  A. 
B.  Sites  for  the  board  of  my  own  family  and  Mrs.  Day’s  family 
and  $250  per  month.  During  the  school  year  just  closed  the  enroll¬ 
ment  was  146,  being  in  many  respects  the  best  school  we  have  ever 
had.  Of  these  51  were  boarders  and  95  day  pupils.  .  .  .  June  28th: 
Ruth  and  I  returned  from  a  trip  to  Morehead  City  on  the  Atlantic 
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Coast  wither  we  went  to  attend  the  North  Carolina  Teachers  Assembly. 
We  had  some  pleasant  sailing  on  Bogue  Sound  and  the  Atlantic.  We 
went  down  on  the  22nd  and  on  the  24th  went  in  a  sail  boat  to  the 
light  house  14  miles  from  the  hotel.  We  gathered  many  beautiful 
shells  on  the  beach  near  the  light  house. 

July  4th:  Took  Emmet,  James  and  Mary  down  to  their  grandpa’s 
at  Chatata  to  spend  a  few  weeks. 

September  9th:  Opened  our  13th  year  in  Asheville  Female  Col¬ 
lege,  100  pupils  present,  40  of  these  boarding  pupils.  This  is  the  best 
opening  the  college  has  ever  had.  The  teachers  are  Professor  J.  D. 
Arnold,  Miss  Lou  T.  Couling,  Miss  Carrie  Black,  Miss  Ellen  Hender¬ 
son,  Miss  Annie  Page  in  the  literary  department;  Professor  R.  E. 
Hennings,  music  director,  assisted  by  Miss  M.  C.  Stowe  and  Miss 
Lizzie  Porter;  art  department,  Miss  Rena  A.  Blythe. 

1892 

June  5th:  Dr.  E.  E.  Hoss,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  preached  our 
commencement  sermon  in  Central  church  and  the  missionary  sermon 
at  night.  These  were  both  very  able  and  edifying  sermons.  .  .  .  June 
6th:  At  8:30  p.  m.  the  annual  concert  was  held  in  the  chapel  by 
Professor  R.  E.  Hennings,  director  of  music.  .  .  .  June  7th:  Gradu¬ 
ating  exercises.  Diplomas  were  awarded  to  the  following  girls:  Lizzie 
Andrews,  Monroe,  North  Carolina;  Pearl  Arnold,  Asheville;  Sadie  E. 
Bostick,  Henry,  Tennessee;  Annie  V.  Call,  Mocksville,  North  Carolina; 
Ineva  T.  Gash,  Calhoun,  North  Carolina;  Lillie  R.  Rowe,  Monroe,  North 
Carolina;  Nannie  M.  Witten,  Tazewell  C.  H.,  Virginia.  Reading  medal 
to  Mary  W.  Brown,  Asheville;  essay  medal  to  Lillie  Rowe,  Monroe;  art 
medal  to  Ineva  Gash,  Calhoun;  crayon  medal  to  Bertie  Smith,  Ashe¬ 
ville;  scholarship  medals  to  Pearl  Arnold,  Asheville,  and  Sadie  Bostick, 
Henry,  Tennessee.  On  Tuesday  night  a  reception  was  given  to  the 
senior  class.  There  was  a  fine  company  of  invited  guests.  The  feast 
was  sumptuous  and  everything  passed  off  very  delightfully.  .  .  .  June 
8th:  Nearly  all  the  teachers  and  pupils  left  for  their  homes,  giving 
the  college  a  lonely  and  deserted  appearance.  This  has  been  the  most 
successful  year  of  the  past  13  years.  Enrollment  159;  of  these  69 
boarded  in  the  college.  At  the  close  of  the  year  I  was  able  to  pay 
every  teacher  in  full. 

September  13th:  Opened  our  14th  year  in  the  Asheville  Female 
College  with  only  50  pupils,  the  smallest  opening  we  have  ever  had. 
Of  this  number  only  12  were  boarding  pupils.  Teachers,  J.  D.  Arnold, 
Dr.  C.  A.  Garratt,  Misses  L.  Porter,  E.  M.  Henderson,  Cora  Peeples, 
Julia  F.  Chandler,  Emma  E.  Smith,  Rachel  Cornett,  Eulalia  V.  Corn¬ 
elius.  The  outlook  is  very  gloomy  inasmuch  as  there  is  not  patronage 
enough  to  meet  half  the  expenses. 

October  15th:  School  has  been  in  session  one  month  and  the  en¬ 
rollment  is  85.  Of  this  number  29  are  boarding  pupils  and  the  income 
for  the  year  on  that  basis  is  about  $8,000,  which  will  be  enough  to 
meet  expenses  without  rent.  .  .  .  October  29th:  Bought  $1,000  paid- 
up  stock  in  the  Citizens  Building  &  Loan  Association  of  Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  The  amount  paid  for  same  was  $500  less  $10  commission, 
making  net  cost  $490  for  which  a  check  was  made  to  S.  H.  George. 
The  stock  draws  6  per  cent  interest,  payable  semi-annually.  The  stock 
is  expected  to  mature  in  six  years. 

December  18th:  At  Central  church  Rev.  H.  F.  Chreitzberg,  from 
Columbia,  South  Carolina,  our  new  pastor,  preached  his  first  sermon. 
It  was  an  able  effort  and  very  pleasing  to  the  congregation.  .  .  . 
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December  22nd:  Brother  George  J.  Atkins  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie 
Frances  Arnold,  of  Thomasville,  North  Carolina,  age  23.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  by  Rev.  E.  L.  Stamey,  pastor,  of  Bethel  church,  in  the 
parlor  of  Mr.  Jas.  H.  Hampton's  home,  No.  140  Bailey  street.  Ruth 
and  I  with  a  few  other  friends  were  present.  .  .  .  December  23rd: 
Adjourned  for  Christmas;  will  resume  January  2nd.  All  the  girls  ex¬ 
cept  Lee,  Mary  and  Rachel  Davis,  Sue  Hall,  Mary  Lizzie  McFarland, 
Mattie  Day,  Hattie  Campbell  and  Elva  Laughlin  went  home  to  spend 
the  holidays. 

1893 

March  18th:  James  came  over  from  Emory  &  Henry  College  to 
spend  a  few  days  in  consultation  regarding  the  college.  It  was  de¬ 
cided  to  build  a  gymnasium  and  to  make  various  internal  improve¬ 
ments.  .  .  .  March  25th:  Professor  W.  F.  Grabau,  from  Dr.  Price's 
College  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  accepted  by  telegram  a  position  of¬ 
fered  him  in  the  church  and  college  here.  The  terms  of  my  letter 
of  March  23rd  were  as  follows:  He  to  take  charge  of  music  in  the 
church,  play  organ  and  train  choir  for  $600  a  year,  beginning  the 
middle  of  June.  In  the  college  he  takes  charge  of  the  music,  plays 
organ  in  chapel,  trains  chorus  class  once  a  week,  instructs  25  pupils 
for  $600  a  year;  and  if  more  pupils  are  given  him  his  salary  is  in¬ 
creased  in  proportion. 

April  10th:  Borrowed  from  Charles  S.  Baylis,  of  New  York,  $2,000 
in  gold  on  Woodfin  street  house  in  order  to  pay  B.  Vaught,  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  $1,872  principal  and  6  months  interest  borrowed  from  him  on  same 
property  April  10,  1891.  Principal  and  interest  are  payable,  in  two 
years,  in  gold  if  demanded. 

May  26th:  At  8:30  p.  m.  the  elocution  and  music  classes  gave 
a  concert  in  the  college  chapel.  The  room  was  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  The  exercises  were  good,  and  lasted  about  two  hours.  The 
International  Flag  Drill,  prepared  by  Miss  Henderson,  was  especially 
fine.  .  .  .  May  27th:  Art  display  from  11  a.  m.  to  2  p.  m.  The  dis¬ 
play  was  good  but  nothing  to  compare  with  that  made  by  Miss  Blythe 
last  year;  so  said  the  committee  on  art  and  crayon  medals,  Fred  A. 
Hull,  J.  P.  Sawyer  and  W.  F.  Randolph.  .  .  .  May  28th:  At  11  a. 
m.  in  Central  church  Dr.  Frank  Richardson,  of  Broad  Street  church, 
Knoxville,  preached  the  commencement  sermon.  .  .  .  May  29th:  An¬ 

nual  concert  conducted  by  Misses  Cornelius  and  Porter.  This  was  said 
to  be  the  best  for  years.  The  house  was  crowded  with  an  intelligent 
audience.  The  program  Was  about  two  hours  long,  after  which  there 
was  a  half  hour  of  social  intercourse  .  .  .  May  30th:  Graduating 
exercises  opened  with  a  prayer  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Weaver,  presiding  elder 
of  the  Asheville  district,  and  was  closed  with  the  benediction  by 
Rev.  J.  C.  Troy,  pastor  of  Riverside  church.  The  following  girls 
graduated:  Mamie  E.  Chreitzberg,  Asheville;  Annie  H.  Haskins,  Boyd- 
ton,  Virginia;  Annie  Scott,  Sadie  Scott,  Asheville;  Anna  B.  Smith, 
Rogersville,  Tennessee;  Electa  Davis,  Kensington,  Georgia.  Medals  as 
follows:  Painting  to  Mary  Sevier,  Asheville;  crayon,  Rachel  Davis, 
Kensington,  Georgia;  essay  and  reading  medals  to  Fannie  Eskridge, 
Asheville,  scholarship  to  Annie  H.  Haskins,  Boydton,  Virginia.  This 
has  been  the  hardest  year  since  we  reopened  the  college  in  1879.  Total 
enrollment  was  only  110.  We  opened  with  12  boarders  and  closed  with 
35.  Six  boarding  pupils  dropped  out  during  the  year.  Eight  new 
boarding  pupils  entered  during  the  last  term.  Total  income  for  this 
year,  when  all  shall  have  been  collected,  will  reach  about  $9,000,  the 
smallest  ever  known.  It  has  been  a  very  trying  year. 
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June  1st:  This  is  Thursday  night,  the  second  after  the  close  of 
school.  Every  teacher  and  pupil  has  left  and  nobody  remains  in  the 
college  except  my  own  family  and  Mrs.  Maggie  Day  and  her  two  child¬ 
ren,  John  and  Mattie.  Supreme  quiet  reigns  throughout  the  building 
and  it  is  a  favorable  time  for  meditation  on  the  experiences  of  the 
year.  These  have  not  been  pleasant  simply  because  of  the  intense 
strain  and  anxiety  in  meeting  my  financial  obligations,  but  in  the 
midst  of  all,  I  paid  every 'teacher  in  full,  leaving  accounts  in  town  of 
$500  which  I  hope  to  pay  in  a  few  days.  .  .  .  June  15th:  Brother 
James  and  family  returned  from  Emory,  Virginia,  to  assume  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Asheville  Female  College  after  an  absence  of  four  years, 
during  three  years  of  which  I  have  been  president  of  Asheville  Female 
College,  of  which  institution  I  took  charge  at  the  retirement  of  Rev. 
S.  N.  Barker,  June  20,  1890.  We  today  returned  to  our  own  home, 
corner  Woodfin  and  Locust  streets,  from  which  we  moved  July  20, 
1889,  thus  being  absent  from  it  nearly  four  years.  During  most  of 
those  four  years  it  was  rented  to  Dr.  B.  F.  Arrington  and  W.  S. 
Cushman  at  $30  per  month.  We  have  eight  rooms  in  our  house,  all 
neatly  and  comfortably  furnished.  I  am  now  to  resume  my  work  in  the 
school  room  as  formerly.  James  is  to  pay  me  a  salary  of  $1,000  and 
10  per  cent  on  all  local  collections,  which  local  patronage  I  am  to  look 
after. 

July  1st:  Returned  from  Waynesville  where  I  spent  two  days  at¬ 
tending  the  W.  N.  C.  Teachers  Convention.  The  session  was  pleasant 
and  profitable.  During  my  stay  I  stopped  with  Hon.  R.  D.  Gilmer  and 
family  who  were  exceedingly  kind  to  me.  .  .  .  June  ll-12th:  Attended 
teachers’  institute  at  Weaverville.  Took  Emmet  and  Mary  the  first 
day  and  James  and  Lillian  the  second  day.  Dined  at  Dr.  Weaver’s  and 
also  at  Brother  Austin’s.  .  .  .  July  29th:  Returned  from  Mills  River 
in  Henderson  county,  where  I  spent  two  days  attending  district  con¬ 
ference.  Rev.  J.  C.  Troy,  J.  M.  Fuller,  of  New  York,  and  myself  were 
entertained  at  the  home  of  Wm.  F.  Kimsey. 

August  9th:  Emmet  took  a  place  in  the  grocery  store  of  William 
Kroger  on  College  street.  The  place  was  unsought.  This  is  his  first 
beginning  to  work  away  from  home.  He  is  only  15  years  old. 

September  14th:  Opened  our  15th  annual  session  in  the  Asheville 
Female  College,  with  66  pupils  present.  The  number  would  doubtless 
have  been  much  larger  but  for  the  fact  that  for  two  weeks  past  the 
heaviest  rains  for  18  years  have  been  falling,  and  many  pupils  and 
four  teachers  are  cut  off  by  broken  railroads;  and  numerous  town 
pupils  were  kept  away  by  the  inclement  weather.  Of  the  66  pupils 
only  16  were  boarding  pupils.  The  teachers  are:  Rev.  James  Atkins, 
B.  E.  Atkins,  W.  F.  Grabau  (music),  Nashville,  Tennessee;  Miss  Rena 
A.  Blythe  (art),  Monongahela,  Pennsylvania;  Miss  Nellie  Browne 
(chapel),  Anderson,  South  Carolina;  Miss  Eva  L.  Patterson  (prep), 
Monongahela,  Pennsylvania;  Miss  L.  Edna  Todd  (vocal  music),  Sen- 
atobia,  Mississippi;  Miss  Daisy  Sheltman  (elocution)  Christiansburg, 
Virginia;  Miss  Edwards  (physical  culture).  Prospects  for  the  school 
are  good,  considering  the  stringency  in  money  matters. 

1894 

April  11th:  Started  to  Jasper,  Tennessee,  to  see  the  Pryor  In¬ 
stitute.  Spent  the  night  with  Brother  Jack  at  Knoxville.  .  .  .  April 
12th:  Went  to  Chattanooga.  .  Rev.  Ken  Atkins  met  me  and  I  went 
to  his  home  in  St.  Elmo  at  the  foot  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  re¬ 
mained  until  3  o’clock,  and  then  went  to  Jasper  where  I  arrived  at 
5  p.  m.  Professor  Thomas  L.  Bryan  met  me  at  the  train  and  I  spent 
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the  night  with  him  in  the  institute.  This  is  a  good  building  in  a 
level  campus  of  about  10  acres  right  at  the  foot  of  a  spur  of  the 
Cumberland  mountans.  Jasper  is  a  nice  town  of  about  1,200  people. 

.  .  .  April  13th:  After  spending  a  pleasant  day  and  conferring  with 
trustees,  I  drove  six  miles  to  Shellmound  on  the  Tennessee  river  to  take 
the  Nashville  train  for  Chattanooga.  Spent  the  day  at  Mr.  Day’s 
near  Cleveland.  .  .  .  April  16th:  Returned  home  after  spending  Sun¬ 
day  night  with  Jack. 

May  9th:  Wrote  to  S.  H.  Alexander,  Jasper,  Tennessee,  accept¬ 
ing  Pryor  Institute.  .  .  .  May  27th:  James  preached  in  Central  church. 
This  was  the  first  sermon  I  had  heard  from  him  in  a  long  time  and 
was  the  best  I  ever  heard  from  him.  I  make  this  record  thinking  I 
shall  not  have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  him  again  soon. 

June  3rd:  Dr.  Gross  Alexander,  of  Vanderbilt  University,  preached 
commencement  sermon  for  the  Asheville  Female  College  in  Central 
church;  a  very  able  discourse.  .  .  .  June  5th:  Graduating  exercises 
at  8:30  p.  m.  Class:  Ida  Alexander,  Swannanoa,  North  Carolina; 
Julia  Atkinson,  Terrie  Butterick,  Addria  Chreitzberg,  Pearl  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  Jessie  Merrick,  Mary  Sevier,  Daisy  Smith,  Genie  Smith,  Nora 
Summer,  Asheville;  Odessa  Bruner,  Monroe,  North  Carolina;  Carrie 
Pemberton,  Florence  Spinks,  Albemarle;  Willie  Sain,  Rowesville,  South 
Carolina;  Jennie  Sullivan,  Salisbury;  Mary  Willson,  Statesville.  Medals 
were  awraded  as  follows:  Neatness  to  Sallie  Love,  reading  to  Bertha 
Gaston,  Crayon  to  Dottie  Atkinson,  painting  to  Carrie  Pemberton, 
essay  to  Terrie  Buttrick,  scholarship  to  Mary  Willson.  This  closes  my 
15th  year  in  the  college.  We  will  leave  in  a  few  days  for  Jasper, 
Tennessee,  where  I  shall  open  a  boy’s  training  school.  .  .  .  June  26th: 
This  afternoon,  after  having  packed  and  moved  out  all  our  furniture, 
we  closed  our  house  at  corner  of  Woodfin  and  Locust  streets  and  spent 
the  night  with  James  and  family  in  the  college.  .  .  .  June  27th:  At 
5  p.  m.  we  left  Asheville,  removing  to  Jasper,  Tennessee,  to  take 
charge  of  the  Pryor  Institute.  We  have  been  in  Asheville  15  years, 
having  gone  there  August  29,  1879.  During  all  these  years  I  have 
worked  in  the  Asheville  Female  College,  and  on  its  beautiful  campus 
our  five  children  have  grown  up  ’til  the  youngest  is  six  years  old 
and  the  oldest  16.  We  leave  the  college  and  Asheville  with  many 
regrets,  but  it  has  become  necessary  on  account  of  the  education  of 
the  two  boys,  Emmet  and  James.  .  .  .  June  28th:  After  spending 
the  night  of  the  27th  in  Palace  Hotel  in  Knoxville,  we  came  down 
to  Chatata  where  we  will  spend  a  part  of  the  summei  with  Mr.  Day’s 
family. 

July  2nd:  Ruth,  Emmet,  James  and  I  went  over  to  Jasper  to  . 
have  the  furniture  put  away.  All  were  delighted  with  the  place. 
During  our  two-days  stay  there  we  boarded  with  Mrs.  Hopkins  and 
her  daughter,  Miss  Julia,  near  the  institute.  On  our  return  July  5th 
we  went  out  and  spent  a  day  and  night  with  Mary  Lizzie  and  Wallace 
at  Mrs.  Thomas’  in  Rossville,  Georgia.  The  freight  on  our  car  of  furni¬ 
ture  from  Asheville  was  $100.80,  being  $8.80  more  than  I  was  to  pay. 

.  .  .  July  24th:  Came  with  Ruth  and  the  five  children  from  Cleve¬ 
land  to  Jasper  to  make  our  home  for  a  term  of  years  if  everything 
works  well  with  us.  We  arrived  at  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  and  went 
directly  to  the  Pryor  Institute  which  is  at  the  foot  of  the  Cumberland 
mountains  about  half  a  mile  from  the  depot. 

August  31st:  Our  expenses  in  moving,  advertising  and  getting 
ready  for  school  have  been  about  $500,  thus  exhausting  all  my  surplus 
and  going  a  little  beyond. 

September  6th:  Professor  J.  C.  Hicks  and  myself  opened  our 
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first  session  in  Pryor  Institute  with  59  pupils.  Many  of  the  citizens 
were  present.  Assistant  teachers:  Miss  Bessie  Mullens,  Franklin,  Tenn¬ 
essee,  preparatory;  Miss  J.  Frances  Goodson,  Valley  Station,  Kentucky, 
music.  .  .  .  September  14th:  At  the  end  of  the  first  week  and  a 
half,  our  number  had  increased  to  86  pupils.  Only  two  of  these  are 
boarding  in  the  institute,  Hugh  Atkins,  St.  Elmo,  Tennessee,  and  Burl 
Hall,  Kensington,  Georgia. 


1895 

May  1st:  Went  to  Chattanooga  to  see  Brother  James  who  was  on 
his  way  from  Asheville  to  Nashville  and  Louisville.  .  .  .  May  31st: 
Closed  our  first  school  year  in  Pryor  Institute,  Jasper,  with  a  pleas¬ 
ant  exercise  of  music  and  declamations  in  the  chapel.  Declaimers  were 
Emmet  D.  Atkins,  Hugh  B.  Atkins,  John  P.  Day,  N.  Ray  Cartwright, 
Lawrence  N.  Spears,  and  Richard  A.  Stewart.  Had  a  good  audience 
and  good  order.  Enrolled  during  the  year  126  pupils. 

June  10th:  This  morning  my  son  James  and  I  returned  from  Pike- 
ville,  Tennessee,  whither  we  went  on  the  6th  to  attend  the  district 
conference  of  the  Sequatichie  District.  During  our  stay  we  were  sta¬ 
tioned  with  the  family  of  Dr.  Ross,  consisting  of  himself  and  two  sons, 
Sidney  and  Charley.  They  also  have  a  young  married  daughter,  Mrs. 
Pope.  Their  other  guests  were  Rev.  J.  F.  Hash  and  Dr.  Lenty,  of  Spring 
City,  and  Miss  Hattie  Waterhouse,  of  Rhea  Springs,  sister  of  Dr.  R. 
G.  Waterhouse,  president  of  Emory  &  Henry  College.  On  Saturday, 
the  8th,  James  and  I  dined  at  the  home  of  H.  B.  Norwood,  postmaster, 
whose  wife  was  Miss  Mary  Igou,  who  had  gone  to  school  with  me 
at  Sale  Creek  in  1871-72,  twenty-four  years  ago.  I  had  not  met  her 
since  until  this  time.  Colonel  A.  L.  Spears,  General  Jackson  and  Colonel 
W.  D.  Spears  made  me  a  bond  for  1895-96  guaranteeing  $2,000  as  the 
minimum  income  in  the  literary  department  of  Pryor  Institute,  pay¬ 
able  June  1,  1896.  .  .  .  June  29th:  Returned  from  Chattanooga  where 
Emmet,  James  and  myself  had  been  in  attendance  on  the  International 
Epworth  League  Conference.  It  was  held  in  a  mammoth  tent  on 
the  grounds  of  Grant  University  on  Oak  Street.  This  was  an  immense 
gathering  of  Christian  workers,  numbering  some  10  or  12  thousand 
people.  There  I  met  numerous  friends  and  college  companions  whom 
I  had  not  seen  for  many  years,  some  of  them  for  more  than  20  years. 

July  8th:  Returned  from  my  first  visit  to  Dunlap  in  Sequatchie 
county,  27  miles  above  Jasper,  whither  I  went  on  the  5th  in  company 
with  Rev.  A.  D.  Stewart.  We  spent  our  time  chiefly  with  his  son- 
in-law,  James  M.  Rogers,  and  brother-in-law,  W.  T.  Alley.  This  morn¬ 
ing  Mrs.  Day  returned  to  Chatata  after  a  visit  of  five  weeks. 

August  9th:  Returned  from  a  two-weeks  visit  to  Mr.  Day’s  family 
at  Chatata. 

September  4th:  Professor  Hicks  and  I  opened  our  second  annual 
session  in  Pryor  Institute  with  only  55  pupils.  Prospects  for  any 
valuable  increase  is  very  small  indeed. 

November  3rd:  On  Friday  evening,  the  1st,  Dr.  R.  G.  Water- 
house,  president  of  Emory  &  Henry  College,  came  to  the  institute  and 
remained  until  Monday  morning.  Sunday  he  preached  an  excellent 
sermon  and  at  night  made  an  excellent  talk  on  education.  .  .  .  Nov¬ 
ember  8th:  Ruth  went  to  Chattanooga  to  attend  the  meeting  of  Wo¬ 
man’s  Missionary  Society  for  Chattanooga  District  in  Centenary  church. 

December  9th:  The  boys  of  Pryor  Institute  held  their  first  public 
debate  in  the  chapel.  Subject:  “Resolved,  That  LaFayette  deserves 
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more  praise  than  Washington  for  defending  America”.  Debators: 
Emmet  D.  Atkins  and  N.  Ray  Cartwright  affirmative,  Turley  T.  Rankin 
and  John  P.  Day  negative.  Declaimer,  Lawrence  N.  Spears;  orator,  R. 
A.  Stewart. 

December  24th:  Returned  this  evening  from  Nashville.  On  the 
21st  I  took  Lillian  and  Mary  to  Chattanooga  to  send  them  to  Cleve¬ 
land.  At  1  o’clock  that  night  I  took  the  train  for  Nashville,  arriving 
there  at  6:30  Sunday  morning.  Attended  Sunday  school  and  church 
at  McKendree  church.  J.  U.  Rust  is  superintendent  of  Sunday  school. 
Dr.  Morris  preached  a  fine  sermon.  Sunday  afternoon  I  visited  Dr. 
G.  W.  F.  Price  at  his  college  for  young  ladies  on  Broad  street.  Mon¬ 
day  I  “did  up  the  city”,  mainly  on  the  street  cars,  of  which  this 
city  has  a  most  admirable  system.  Visited  the  Methodist  Puplishing 
House,  State  Capital,  Vanderbilt  University  where  I  dined  with  Dr.  W. 
F.  Tillctt  and  wife  (Miss  Laura  McLoud).  Visited  Peabody  Normal 
College  where  I  found  Misses  Flora  Gash  and  Sadie  Bostick,  former 
pupils  of  mine  at  Asheville.  Monday  evening  took  tea  with  Judge 
E.  H.  East. 

1896 

March  19th:  Heavy  snowstorm  at  Jasper  all  day.  Cold  and  stormy. 
.  .  .  March  23rd:  Wallace  McFarland,  sister’s  youngest  child,  had 
his  left  arm  terribly  torn  in  the  woolen  mill  at  Rossville,  Georgia. 
He  was  about  14  years  of  age  and  very  small.  .  .  .  March  25th:  Wal¬ 
lace’s  arm  was  amputated  by  Dr.  Holtzclaw;  blood  poison  had  set  in. 
.  .  .  March  29th:  Returned  from  Rossville,  whither  I  went  on  yes¬ 
terday  to  visit  Wallace.  .  .  .  March  30th:  Wallace  died  at  1:50  a.  m. 
and  was  buried  on  Tuesday,  March  31st.  I  attended  the  funeral  as 
did  brother  Jack  and  wife  from  Knoxville.  Dr.  S.  H.  Day,  Ruth’s 
uncle,  died  at  Cleveland  today  of  blood  poisoning. 

April  28th:  Emmet  went  to  Nashville  to  attend  the  Epworth 
League  gathering  for  the  State.  This  was  his  first  trip  off  alone. 

May  21st:  Concert  in  the  chapel  by  music  and  primary  classes 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Goodson.  Large  audience,  excellent  order 
and  interesting  exercises.  .  .  .  May  23rd:  Closing  exercises  were  to 
have  taken  place  last  night  but  a  violent  storm  just  at  night  pre¬ 
vented  and  so  we  postponed  them  until  Saturday  night.  The  exer¬ 
cises  consisted  of  original  speeches  by  six  of  the  young  men  and  of 
music  on  piano  and  guitar.  The  young  men  delivering  orations  were: 
N.  Ray  Cartwright,  “Tact,  Push  and  Principle”;  Lawrence  N.  Spears, 
‘‘The  Revoultion”;  Richard  A.  Stewart,  “The  Model  Commonwealth”; 
Emmet  D.  Atkins,  “The  Majesty  of  Trifles”,  and  Hugh  B.  Atkins,  “The 
Old  and  the  New  South”.  This  was  the  first  attempt  of  these  boys 
at  orations  in  public;  they  all  acquitted  themselves  admirably.  These 
exercises  closed  my  second  year  in  Pryor  Institute.  During  the  year 
we  enrolled  95  pupils.  Total  income  from  the  literary  department  was 
$1,437.50.  The  balance  of  $2,000  was  paid  by  General  Jackson  Pryor, 
Colonel  A.  L.  Spears,  and  W.  D.  Spears,  according  to  bond  previously 
given  by  them.  This  balance  was  $562.50  or  $187.50  each. 

June  6th:  Returned  to  Jasper  from  trip  to  various  points  in  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee.  I  left  home  on  Thursday  evening,  June  4th, 
John  Wineman  taking  me  to  Shellmound  on  Tennessee  river  whence  I 
went  on  the  main  line  to  Chattanooga.  Spent  night  at  Read  House. 
Taking  train  Friday  morning  I  went  to  Asheville.  In  Knoxville  I 
telephoned  for  Jack  and  he  came  over  to  the  depot  and  had  about  20 
minutes  with  me.  Spent  Friday  night  with  James’  family  at  Ashe¬ 
ville  College.  James  and  Love  Branner  had  gone  to  Emory  &  Henry 
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commencement.  Saturday  morning  I  went  to  Spartanburg,  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  On  the  cars  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Jones,  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Hendersonville.  I  had  three  hours  at  Spartanburg.  Spent  it 
visiting  Converse  and  Wofford  Colleges.  From  this  point  I  went  to 
Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  66  miles  east  on  R.  &.  D.  main  line.  This 
town  was  the  point  to  which  I  had  started.  Rev.  W.  M.  Bagby  is  the 
pastor.  He  met  me  and,  during  my  stay  which  lasted  till  Monday 
morning,  he  showed  me  many  courtesies.  I  was  entertained  by  C.  M. 
Nolen,  depot  agent.  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  several  gentlemen, 
R.  C.  G.  Love  and  sons,  bankers;  Mr.  George  A.  Gray,  owner  of  cot¬ 
ton  mills;  Morris  Brothers,  merchants;  Jenkins,  Ashbury,  leaders  of 
the  choir  at  the  Methodist  church;  U.  E.  Long,  tin  merchant;  O.  W. 
Davis,  large  real  estate  owner.  This  is  a  good  town  of  about  2,800, 
four  large  cotton  mills  and  another  in  course  of  erection  by  Gray  & 
Love.  I  also  met  Professor  Douglass,  who  has  charge  of  the  Academy. 
Gastonia  is  a  fine  opening  for  a  school  if  they  had  a  good  house.  .  .  . 
June  8th:  Today,  I  took  the  train  for  High  Point,  100  miles  north¬ 
east  of  Gastonia,  arriving  there  about  9:30  at  night.  Stopped  at  Bell- 
view  Hotel.  S.  H.  Hilliard  is  pastor  (of  the  Methodist  church)  and 
has  an  elegant  church  on  Washington  avenue.  This  is  an  admirable 
town  of  about  4,000,  broad  straight  streets,  bordered  on  each  side  by 
large  elm  trees,  thus  giving  a  pleasing  appearance  to  the  town.  High 
Point  is  one  of  the  best  towns  in  the  State,  between  20  and  30  factories, 
mostly  furniture.  There  is  a  good  school  building  here,  near  the  depot 
on  the  north  side,  occupied  by  Professor  Weatherly;  another  academy 
on  South  street  but  not  well  located.  This  is  the  property  of  W.  H. 
Ragan,  wealthy  furniture  manufacturer  and  a  leading  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  drove  me  over  the  town  in  his  buggy.  I  also 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Bradshaw,  president  of  the  Commercial 
National  Bank.  .  ..  June  10th:  Arrived  at  Asheville  about  4  p.  m. 

James  and  Love  Branner  had  returned  from  Emory  &  Henry  about 
two  hours  before.  Asheville  has  improved  very  materially  since  we 
left  it  two  years  ago.  I  met  many  friends,  all  of  whom  seemed  anxious 
for  us  to  return.  I  found  that  James  had  made  marked  improvements 
on  the  interior  of  the  college.  Took  dinner  Thursday  with  Professor 
H.  L.  King  and  family.  Saturday,  the  13th,  came  to  Knoxville  and 
spent  Sunday  with  Brother  Jack  and  family.  In  the  afternoon  Jack 
and  I  visited  my  old  friend  and  former  associate,  John  Webb,  who 
seems  almost  as  one  brought  up  from  the  grave.  We  also  visited 
Mary  Ellis  Burrows,  Jack’s  oldest  daughter,  who  has  a  delightful  home 
in  North  Knoxville.  .  .  .  June  15th:  Came  to  Cleveland.  John, 
Mag  and  Mattie  (Day)  went  out  to  Mr.  Day’s  and  spent  the  day 
with  me,  which  was  passed  most  pleasantly.  .  .  .  June  18th:  Tend¬ 
ered  my  resignation  as  principal  of  Pryor  Institute,  where  we  have 
spent  two  years  very  profitably  to  our  children.  Having  made  no  other 
arrangements  for  any  other  point  I  am  now,  for  the  first  time,  “adrift”, 
but  am  considering  three  places,  Gastonia,  High  Point  and  Asheville, 
all  in  North  Carolina.  .  .  .  June  30th:  Met  James  at  Chattanooga. 
He  came  from  Asheville  on  his  way  to  Nashville  to  take  charge  of 
his  office  as  Sunday  school  secretary  (of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,) 
to  which  he  had  been  elected  by  the  book  committee  to  succeed  Dr. 
Kirkland,  who  died  in  Asheville  the  latter  part  of  May.  We  had 
about  two  hours  together.  The  time  was  spent  mainlv  in  discussing 
the  question  of  my  returning  to  Asheville,  and  I  finally  decided  not 
to  go  but  to  locate  in  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  a  thriving  little  town 
of  about  3,000. 

July  3rd:  Ruth,  the  children  and  I  departed  from  Jasper  after 
having  been  there  just  two  years.  Many  of  our  friends  were  at  the 
depot  to  bid  us  good  bye  and  they  expressed  many  regrets  at  our 
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departure.  Mary  Lizzie  McFarland  was  with  us,  having  spent  several 
weeks  at  our  house.  After  spending  the  day  in  Chattanooga  we  came 
up  to  Cleveland  where  Mr.  Day  met  us.  Before  leaving  Jasper  the 
boys  and  I  boxed  and  packed  all  our  goods  in  the  dining  room  of 
Pryor  Institute  for  me  to  return  later  and  ship  to  Gastonia,  N.  C. 

.  .  .  July  5th:  Began  today  to  tear  down  my  large  house  in  Chatata 
and  move  the  material  to  Mr.  Day’s,  in  Walker  Valley,  to  ceil  some 
rooms  upstairs  for  our  own  use.  The  balance  of  the  lumber  is  to  be 
used  in  building  a  cottage  on  the  west  side  of  Mr.  Day’s  farm.  .  .  . 
July  29th:  Ruth  and  I  spent  yesterday  and  part  of  today  on  Lookout 
Mountain  with  Mary  Lizzie  at  Mrs.  Thomas’  and  came  over  to  Jasper 
this  afternoon  to  have  our  furniture  sent  to  Gastonia.  .  .  .  July  30th: 
After  much  trouble  about  a  car,  we  got  our  furniture  loaded.  Weight 
was  9,480  pounds;  freight  $73.94.  J.  M.  Lewis  charged  me  $6  for  load¬ 
ing  the  goods  into  the  car.  During  our  stay  in  Jasper,  two  nights 
and  one  day,  we  were  most  kindly  entertained  by  General  Jackson 
Pryor  and  his  wife.  They  are  noble  people  and  among  our  warmest 
friends.  The  general  is  now  in  his  81st  year.  I  never  expect  to  see 
him  again  in  this  life,  but  hope  to  meet  him  in  a  better  land.  .  .  . 
July  31st:  Ruth  and  I  took  our  final  leave  of  Jasper  where  we  have 
spent  two  years  and  made  some  of  the  warmest  friends  of  our  life; 
we  shall  remember  them  all  with  much  pleasure  as  the  years  go  by. 
On  our  way  home  we  went  to  St.  Elmo  and  dined  with  Rev.  K.  C. 
Atkins  and  family  and  spent  a  few  hours  very  pleasantly.  Went  on  to 
Cleveland  late  in  the  afternoon. 

August  6th,  Gastonia,  N.  C.:  Tuesday,  the  4th,  left  Ruth  and 
the  children  at  Cleveland  and  started  for  Gastonia.  Spent  Tuesday 
afternoon  and  night  with  Brother  Jack  and  family  in  Knoxville.  Spent 
Wednesday  afternoon  and  night  with  Brother  James  and  family  at 
the  college  in  Asheville.  There  I  met  Dr.  J.  H.  Carlisle,  president  of 
Wofford  College  at  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina.  Today  came  from 
Asheville  to  Gastonia;  spent  night  with  C.  M.  Nolen,  depot  agent,  with 
whom  I  stayed  during  my  first  visit  to  this  place  early  in  June.  .  .  . 
August  8th:  Yesterday  and  today  I  spent  moving  our  furniture  into 
a  house  belonging  to  William  Jenkins  on  Marietta  street  and  adjoining 
the  Presbyterian  church  on  the  north  side.  I  am  taking  my  meals  at 
M.  H.  Shuford’s  on  Mill  street  and  rooming  at  home,  this  being  my 
first  night  alone.  I  am  wishing  now  for  Ruth  and  the  children.  .  .  . 
August  16th:  This  p.  m.  returned  to  Gastonia  from  Bethesda.  Yes¬ 
terday  morning  Rev.  W.  M.  Bagby  and  I  went  on  train  to  Lowell,  5 
miles  east,  and  Brother  Steele,  the  pastor,  took  us  three  miles  south 
to  Bethesda,  a  beautiful  country  place  where  Brother  Bagby  was  to 
hold  quarterly  meeting  for  Brother  Wrenn.  Took  dinner  and  supper 
with  J.  B.  Horsley,  a  man  the  image  of  Jas.  R.  McFarland.  After 
service  on  Saturday  night  we  went  to  H.  R.  Elmore’s  where  we  re¬ 
mained  until  we  came  away  in  a  buggy  to  Gastonia,  6  miles  and  de¬ 
lightful  road  .  .  .  August  19th:  M.  H.  Shuford  drove  me  out  to 
the  dairy  farm  of  J.  L.  Torrence,  3  1/2  miles  south  of  Gastonia.  .  .  . 
August  20th:  Assisted  Mr.  Robert  Rankin  in  laying  off  the  Oak¬ 
land  High  School  building  on  Oakland  street  and  Elm  street  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  Gastonia.  The  hands  then  began  to  dig  the 
foundation  and  we  expect  to  have  two  large  rooms  on  first  floor 
ready  for  opening  school  on  Thursday,  September  17th,  less  than  a 
month  off.  .  .  .  August  21st:  Workmen  began  laying  brick  on  Oak¬ 
land  High  School  building.  This  is  my  48th  birthday.  I  trust  the 
coincidence  is  a  prophecy  that  I  am  to  take  a  new  start  in  life’s 
great  work  and  to  labor  even  more  zealously  than  in  the  past  to  so 
walk  and  so  work  that  I  may  help  my  race  more  and  more  as  the  years 
go  by.  “Goodness  and  mercy  have  followed  me  all  my  days”,  so 
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far.  .  .  .  August  27th:  Ruth  and  the  five  children  arrived  in  Gastonia 
from  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  from  which  point  they  started  at  6:30  this 
morning,  coming  by  way  of  Asheville  and  Spartanburg.  This  was  their 
first  coming  to  Gastonia. 

September  17th:  Emmet,  James  and  I  went  to  Charlotte  to  hear 
a  speech  from  Hon.  William  Jennings  Bryan,  Democratic  nominee  for 
the  presidency.  The  speech  was  plain  and  forceful  and  dealt  mainly 
with  the  financial  question,  advocating  the  free  and  unlimited  coin¬ 
age  of  silver.  There  was  an  immense  throng  present.  .  .  .  Sept¬ 
ember  24th:  On  the  21st  of  August,  five  weeks  ago,  the  foundation 
of  Oakland  High  School  building  was  laid  and  this  morning  at  9 
o’clock  we  opened  the  first  session  with  84  pupils  in  attendance.  Open¬ 
ing  exercises  by  Rev.  W.  M.  Bagby,  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 
Teachers  assisting  me  were:  Miss  Loulye  L.  Gains  of  Burkville,  Va., 
(music);  Miss  Eugenia  Thrower  of  Henderson  (primary);  Miss  Lollie 
Shuford  of  Gastonia  (art).  .  .  .  October  22nd:  Ended  first  month 
of  school.  Estimated  revenue  from  tuition  and  music  for  first  month 
$182.  .  .  .  November  18th:  Second  month  closed:  Pupils  enrolled 
102.  Number  in  daily  attendance  96.  Estimated  revenue  for  the  month 
$195. 

December  16th:  Third  month  of  school  closed.  Pupils  enrolled 
104.  Estimated  revenue  $196.  .  .  .  December  23rd:  Adjourned  school 
for  the  Christmas  holidays.  .  .  .  December  25th:  Our  first  Christmas 
in  Gastonia.  We  all  spent  it  quietly  but  happily  at  home.  .  .  .  Decem¬ 
ber  30th:  Reopened  school.  About  70  of  our  92  pupils  were  on  hand, 
about  77  per  cent.  This  was  a  very  good  opening. 

1897 

January  1st:  John  Maxwell  from  Long  Savannah,  James  county, 
Tennessee,  arrived  to  enter  school.  He  went  to  school  to  me  in  Pryor 
Institute  during  the  two  previous  years  and  made  rapid  progress  in 
his  work.  He  is  an  excellent  young  man  and  our  children  are  all  very 
fond  of  him  and  we  are  happy  to  have  him  with  us  again.  .  .  .  Jan¬ 
uary  4th:  Started  our  oldest  boy,  Emmet,  off  to  college.  He  is  18  1/2 
years  old  and  enters  the  sophomore  class  in  Wofford  College,  Spartan¬ 
burg,  South  Carolina,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Carlisle.  Our 
ernest  prayers  go  after  the  noble  boy  that  he  may  continue  in  the 
right  way  and  make  a  noble  man  who  shall  honor  God  and  bless  his 
race.  We  miss  him  immensely  this  first  night  of  his  absence.  .  .  . 
January  6th:  Sent  to  H.  P.  Williams  (Atlanta,  Georgia)  secretary, 
Southern  Mutual  Building  &  Loan  Association  my  certificate  of  20 
shares,  $2,000,  No.  938.  I  gave  notice  of  withdrawal  on  January  1st 
to  take  effect  in  60  days,  but  a  letter  today  from  Secretary  Williams 
says  that  it  will  be  90  days.  I  sent  with  certificate  my  passbook 
containing  all  my  monthly  payments  to  date  from  September,  1889. 
.  .  .  January  13th:  Today  closes  the  fourth  month  of  school.  Number 
of  pupils  in  attendance  is  92.  Estimated  revenue  for  the  month  is 
$194.50.  .  .  .  January  22nd:  Miss  Eugenia  Thrower,  teacher  of  the 
primary  department,  resigned  and  went  home.  Miss  Ora  Lee  Schell, 
of  Lenoir,  takes  her  place  for  the  balance  of  the  year.  .  .  .  January 
22nd:  Miss  Schell  began  her  work  in  school  today.  .  .  .  January  29th: 
Letter  from  Brother  Jack  stating  that,  by  virture  of  a  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  Citizens  Building  &  Loan  Association  of  Knox¬ 
ville  would  likely  have  to  go  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver.  We  hold 
a  certificate  of  $1,000  paidup  stock  in  same,  most  of  which  we  will 
probably  lose. 

February  12th:  Received  a  letter  from  C.  T.  Rawls,  of  Asheville, 
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now  in  Atlanta,  saying  the  Southern  Mutual  Building  &  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion  had  gone  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver.  He  was  there  looking 
after  the  interests  of  North  Carolina  shareholders.  We  have  $2,000 
in  same.  Most  of  this  we  will  probably  lose.  “So  goes”.  .  .  .  Febru¬ 
ary  27th:  Sent  to  Fulton  Colville,  a  lawyer  in  Atlanta,  an  order  to 
H.  P.  Williams  for  my  certificate  of  stock  ($2,000)  in  Southern  Mutual 
Building  &  Loan  Association  to  be  delivered  to  said  Colville. 

April  8th:  This  being  the  close  of  the  eighth  month  of  school, 
Mary  and  I  drove  to  Dallas,  four  miles  north  of  Gastonia,  the  county- 
site  of  Gaston  county,  where  I  received  from  W.  T.  Henderson,  county 
treasurer,  $162.04,  being  apportionment  of  free  funds  to  96  pupils  in 
Oakland  High  School.  I  have  just  sent  out  tuition  bills  for  8th  and 
9th  months,  less  the  credit  of  this  free  fund,  and  the  two  combined 
make  these  two  last  months  aggregate  $434,  or  $217  for  each  month. 
This  is  the  best  showing  of  any  month  during  the  year. 

May  31st:  Last  night  near  midnight  Brother  James  came  by  from 
Concord  with  Ruth,  James  and  Mary,  whither  they  had  gone  on  the 
27th  to  attend  the  Epworth  League  and  S.  S.  Convention  of  the  W. 
N.  C.  Conference,  James  remained  with  us  until  1  o’clock  p.  m.  today 
and  returned  to  Asheville.  We  enjoyed  his  visit  very  much,  it  being 
the  first  he  has  made  us  since  we  left  Asheville  in  June,  1894  to  go 
to  Jasper,  Tennessee. 

June  4th:  This  morning  the  pupils  of  Oakland  High  School  as¬ 
sembled  in  the  brick  academy  on  the  hill.  I  distributed  their  semi¬ 
annual  reports  for  the  spring  term  and  we  adjourned  without  any 
public  exercise.  The  pupils  did  regular  class  work  up  to  the  last 
day.  On  account  of  opening  late  in  September,  we  made  only  nine 
months.  This  closed  our  first  year  in  Gastonia.  Upon  the  whole  the 
school  did  very  well.  Total  enrollment  was  127.  During  most  of  the 
year  we  had  in  daily  attendance  from  90  to  95  but  during  the  last 
month  or  two  there  was  a  heavy  falling  off  especially  in  the  primary 
department.  Financially  the  school  did  fairly  well,  yielding  a  cash 
total  of  $1,750  with  about  $50  possibly  collectible  making  $1,800.  Of 
this  amount  I  paid  to  teachers  $572,  leaving  balance  of  $1,228,  out  of 
which  all  contingent  expenses  were  paid,  still  leaving  a  fairly  good 
salary  for  9  months  work.  .  .  .  June  29th:  Emmet  returned  from  Knox¬ 
ville,  having  gone  there  on  the  17th  from  Spartanburg  as  a  delegate 
from  Wofford  College  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to  the  summer  school  held  in  the 
Tennessee  University. 

July  21st,  Henrietta,  N.  C.:  Leaving  Gastonia  at  10:30  a.  m.  in 
a  hack,  Reverend  W.  M.  Bagby,  W.  H.  Jenkins,  Grier  Jenkins  and  I 
came  to  Henrietta  to  attend  the  district  conference  of  the  Shelby 
district.  The  distance  is  40  miles.  Passing  through  Bessemer  City, 
by  Cleveland  Springs,  through  Shelby  on  Carolina  Central  Railway, 
and  Mooresboro  on  the  Three  C’s  Railway,  we  arrived  in  Henrietta 
at  8:30,  just  as  services  were  beginning.  .  .  .  July  24th:  Returned  from 
Henrietta.  Took  the  Carolina  Central  at  Ellenboro,  five  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Henrietta,  came  through  Shelby  down  to  Lincolnton,  35  miles 
south,  and  there  we  took  the  Carolina  &  Northwestern,  usually  known 
as  “The  Narrow  Gauge”,  18  miles  to  Gastonia.  Henrietta  is  on  a  branch 
of  the  Broad  River.  There  are  two  large  cotton  mills  1  1/4  miles 
apart,  both  belonging  to  the  same  company,  which  also  owns  1,300 
acres  of  land  and  all  the  houses,  except  a  few  on  one  side  of  the  town, 
owned  by  a  man  named  Haynes.  The  place  is  said  to  contain  about 
4,000  and  they  are  all  connected  in  some  way  with  the  mills.  I  was 
entertained  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Frank  M.  Logan,  whose  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  his  wife  and  four  pretty  little  girls,  the  oldest  being  8  years, 
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Bessie,  Eva,  Ellarine,  and  Marguierite.  .  .  .  July  25th:  A  card  from 
John  Day  at  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  announcing  the  death  at  Afton, 
Indian  Territory,  of  Ruth’s  youngest  sister,  Mrs.  Mattie  Lavinia  Owen- 
by.  She  died  July  22nd,  leaving  three  small  children. 

August  21st:  Ruth  and  I  returned  from  Asheville  where  we  went 
on  the  18th  to  visit  brother  James  and  Professor  H.  L.  King’s  family. 
.  .  .  August  26th:  Moved  into  the  house  of  Jacob  Jenkins  on  Narrow 
Gauge  street  (now  South  Broad)  in  Gastonia.  It  is  a  delightful  place 
and  has  five  acres  of  land.  Pay  $12.50  per  month. 

September  1st:  Opened  my  second  annual  session  of  Oakland 
High  School  with  66  pupils,  being  18  less  than  the  number  we  opened 
the  first  year  on  September  24,  1896.  The  prospect  for  a  lucrative 
school  is  very  unpromising,  but  we  shall  work  the  harder  to  make  a 
success.  Assistant  teachers  for  this  year  are  Misses  L.  L.  Gaines 
and  Lona  Hendricks  of  Shelby  .  .  .  September  27th:  Emmet  returned 
to  Wofford  College  to  enter  the  junior  class. 

November  7th:  Evangelist  J.  E.  Schoolfield,  of  Danville,  Virginia, 
began  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  town  hall.  .  .  .  November  16th:  To¬ 
night  Mr.  Schoolfield  closed  his  meeting.  All  the  services  were  largely 
attended  and  we  trust  much  good  was  done.  Mr.  Van  Pelt  led  the  sing¬ 
ing.  The  people  paid  Mr.  Schoolfield  $125  and  Mr.  Van  Pelt  $160. 

December  23rd:  Adjourned  school  for  the  holidays  to  resume 
January  3rd.  The  literary  society  had  a  debate  at  night  in  the  chapel, 
to  which  only  the  members  of  the  school  were  invited.  Subject: 
“Which  deserves  the  greater  praise  for  defending  America,  Washing¬ 
ton  or  LaFayette?”  Speakers,  James  W.  Atkins,  John  Maxwell,  Hope 
Forbes  and  Claude  A.  Eury.  Good  debate.  .  .  .  December  25th:  Christ¬ 
mas  came  on  Saturday.  It  is  our  second  in  Gastonia;  passed  quietly 
and  pleasantly  in  our  home  in  the  J.  Jenkins  house  on  Narrow  Gauge 
street.  This  is  my  fiftieth  Christmas  on  the  earth.  During  all  these 
years  the  Lord  has  been  good  to  me  and  mine.  The  blessings  he  has 
bestowed  upon  us  have  been  too  numerous  to  be  enumerated  but  we 
are  devoutly  thankful  for  them  all.  And  we  hope  and  purpose  to  use 
better  and  better  from  year  to  year  all  the  blessings  he  may  bestow 
upon  us.  We  have  Emmet  home  from  Wofford  College  to  spend 
Christmas. 

1898 

January  3rd:  Reopened  school  after  a  week’s  vacation.  Most  of 
the  pupils  returned.  Three  stopped  and  11  new  ones  entered.  When 
the  fall  term  closed  75  were  in  attendance.  .  .  .  January  28th:  Miss 
L.  L.  Gaines  resigned  and  went  home.  Her  plea  was  a  lame  throat. 

February  7th:  Tonight  in  the  opera  hall  Sam  Jones  delivered  his 
famous  lecture  “Get  There”.  About  560  were  present.  John  W. 
Moore  and  I  had  engaged  him.  After  paying  him  $156  and  other  ex¬ 
penses,  about  $35,  we  cleared  about  $70.  .  .  .  February  14th:  After 
an  absence  of  two  weeks  Miss  Gaines  returned  to  resume  her  work 
in  school.  .  .  .  February  21st:  Emmet  went  as  a  delegate  from  Wof¬ 
ford  College  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to  the  National  Convention  held  at  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio. 

March  1st:  James  went  as  delegate  from  Gastonia  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
to  the  State  Convention  at  Asheville.  .  .  .  January  6th:  This  evening 
at  5:30  Mrs.  Maggie  Day,  mother  of  John  and  Mattie  Day,  died  at 
Cleveland,  Tennessee.  She  had  been  sick  for  six  weeks. 

May  17th:  Closed  our  second  and  last  year  in  Oakland  High 
School  at  Gastonia.  Enrollment  during  year  was  92.  Of  this  number 
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66  held  out  to  the  end.  The  cash  income  for  the  year  was  $1,350.  Of 
this  amount  $515.50  was  paid  to  Misses  Gaines  and  Hendricks  for  teach¬ 
ing,  leaving  a  balance  for  my  own  salary  of  $833. 

June  1st:  Shipped  our  furniture,  10,215  pounds,  to  Athens,  Tenn., 
where  I  succeed  Dr.  L.  L.  H.  Carlock  as  president  of  Athens  Female 
College.  We  left  Gastonia  at  1:10  p.  m.  by  way  of  Spartanburg 
where  Emmet  met  us  at  the  depot.  .  .  .  June  3rd:  After  spending 
two  days  with  Professor  H.  L.  King  and  family  near  Asheville,  we 
left  for  Cleveland.  I  stopped  at  Knoxville  to  spend  Saturday  and 
Sunday  with  Jack.  Ruth  and  the  children  went  on  to  Cleveland.  .  .  . 
June  6th:  Came  from  Knoxville  to  Athens,  visiting  the  Athens  Fe¬ 
male  College  for  the  first  time.  I  am  well  impressed  with  the  build¬ 
ings  and  grounds  and  also  with  the  town,  which  has  improved  very 
much  within  the  past  20  years.  Found  furniture  all  put  away  nicely 
in  Dr.  Carlock’s  residence.  .  .  .  June  7th:  Came  to  Cleveland  and  found 
James  and  Mary  in  town  with  the  buggy.  .  .  .  June  18th:  Sent  to 
Powell  &  Snider,  Asheville,  $125  on  note  of  Atkins  &  Branner,  which 
I  agreed  with  James  to  pay  as  an  offset  for  balance  due  from  S.  N. 
Barker  to  A.  &  B.  on  rent  of  Asheville  College.  This  $125  is  really 
all  that  is  due  on  the  rent,  I  having  paid  balance  in  repairs,  etc.,  on 
the  college.  Balance  on  P.  &  S.  note  is  $187.  .  .  .  June  22nd:  Came 
from  Cleveland  to  Athens  and  purchased  horse  and  buggy  from  Dr. 
Carlock  for  $95.  Visited  John  Cate  and  Mrs.  Frank  Shuman  near 
Niota  in  company  with  Miss  Clyde  Carlock.  .  .  .  June  24th:  Drove 
from  Athens  to  Mr.  Day’s  near  Cleveland. 

July  6th:  Visited  W.  L.  Ledford  on  Hiawassee,  six  miles  below 
Charleston.  .  .  .  July  7th:  Mary  and  I  spent  the  night  at  John  Howard’s 
near  Benton,  Tennessee.  .  .  .  July  11th:  Took  dinner  and  spent  the 
night  with  Peter  Grubb  in  Riceville.  His  wife  was  Miss  Lissie  Bryan 
of  Chatata.  In  the  afternoon  I  drove  across  to  Mouse  Creek  and  visited 
Tom  Owen,  whose  wife  as  Miss  Mattie  Woods  of  Wartrace,  Tennessee, 
and  who  refugeed  to  Riceville  during  the  Civil  War  and  stayed  at  old 
Mr.  Hugh  Leeper’s,  who  had  purchased  the  farm  on  which  I  was  raised. 
.  .  .  July  12th:  Spent  the  night  with  Cousin  Frank  Atkins  near 
Long’s  Mill,  8  miles  south  of  Athens.  I  had  not  seen  Frank  for  25 
years.  He  has  a  family  of  nice  children,  all  grown — Will  (married 
Miss  Hoyle  and  lives  in  Chattanooga);  John  (the  oldest);  Horace  (mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Mosely),  Eula,  Ethel  and— -  .  .  .  July  13th:  Dined  with 

W.  H.  Patty  at  Carlock,  13  miles  south  of  Athens;  spent  the  night  at 
Joel  P.  Johnson’s  on  Hiawassee  River  .  .  .  July  14th:  Spent  the  night 
His  wife  is  a  sister  of  Reverend  Jno.  T.  Stover  .  .  .  July  15th:  Dined 
with  Reverend  D.  McCracken  at  Carlock,  pastor  of  Athens  circuit, 
with  Dr.  B.  F.  Gravy  at  Grady.  His  wife  was  Senie  Long,  daughter 
of  Reverend  Carroll  Long,  at  whose  house  I  boarded  during  my  first 
school,  taught  at  Wesleyanna  8  miles  south  of  Athens,  in  the  fall  of 
1869.  Mrs.  Gravy  was  one  of  my  pupils.  She  has  a  grown  daughter, 
Bettie;  sons,  Will  and  Carroll,  and  little  girl,  Annie.  In  the  late  after¬ 
noon  I  went  to  Cleveland  on  the  car  and  spent  the  night  with  John 
and  Mattie  Day.  .  .  .  July  19th:  Spent  the  three  previous  days  with 
my  family  at  Mr.  Day’s.  Spent  the  night  of  the  19th  with  John  Sprad- 
ling,  8  miles  northwest  of  Athens,  near  Fiketon;  daughters,  Flora  and 
Gertrude.  .  .  .  July  20th:  Dined  with  Mrs.  Ruth  Buchanan  in  De¬ 
catur.  Children,  Arthur  and  Grace.  Met  Reverend  John  B.  Carnes, 
pastor  of  Decatur  circuit.  Spent  the  night  with  Jerome  B.  King  at 
Hester  Mills,  5  miles  north  of  Decatur  on  Sewee  Creek.  Children,  Will 
Charley,  Neal,  Sidney,  Maggie,  lola  and  Eula  Lee  .  .  .  July  21st: 
Dined  at  Mrs.  Mary  Johnson’s,  bend  of  Tennessee  river,  14  miles  be¬ 
low  Kingston.  Came  down  Ten-Mile  Valley,  visiting  the  families  of 
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Polk  Peak,  Baldwin,  Wasson,  B.  Boggis  and  Bryant  Moore  and  spent 
the  night  again  at  John  Spradling’s,  near  Fiketon.  .  .  .  July  22nd: 
Visited  Joe  Neal,  3  miles  northwest  of  Niota  (step-daughter,  Bertha 
Willis).  Dined  at  John  Cates;  visited  Mr.  Haley,  mile  below,  and 
spent  the  night  with  Mrs.  Smith  and  her  daughters,  Addie  and  Eva,  6 
miles  east  of  Athens  near  Cedar  Springs  church.  Eva  and  Addie  were 
educated  by  me  in  Asheville  Female  College.  .  .  .  July  23rd:  Visited 
W.  F.  Hudson’s  family,  8  miles  north  east  of  Athens;  daughters,  Ethel 
and  Lela.  Dined  at  Dennis  Isbell’s,  6  miles  northeast  of  Athens.  His 
wife  was  Miss  Emma  Calloway,  who  was  reared  on  farm  adjoining  my 
father’s,  two  miles  below  Riceville.  .  .  .  July  25th:  In  company  with 
Miss  Eva  Smith  I  visited  various  families  in  this  neighborhood  (Cedar 
Springs).  Mr.  White,  Tom  Small,  Joe  Smith,  Isaac  Denton,  Mrs.  Boyd, 
Barnetts,  Cochran,  Taylor  Miller,  and  returned  to  Athens,  spending 
the  night  with  Dr.  Carlock  at  the  college.  .  .  .  July  26th:  Drove  from 
Athens  to  Cleveland  to  spend  a  few  days  with  the  family  at  Mr.  Day’s. 

August  4th:  Took  charge  of  Athens  Female  College  in  Western 
part  of  Athens.  Emmet  and  I  drove  through  from  Mr.  Day’s  in 
the  buggy,  arriving  about  noon.  Ruth  and  the  children  came  on  the 
late  afternoon  train.  .  .  .August  13th:  Ruth  and  I  went  to  Chattanooga 
to  make  some  purchases  for  the  house.  We  went  out  to  Rossville  for 
an  hour  to  see  Mary  Lizzie  but  she  was  on  the  mountain.  .  .  .  Aug¬ 
ust  21st:  Fifty  years  ago  today  I  was  born  two  miles  south  of  this 
place  (Athens)  at  the  old  Cedar  Springs  Camp  Grounds.  At  that  time 
my  father  was  presiding  elder  of  the  Athens  district.  I  visited  the  old 
camp  grounds  last  Monday  in  company  with  my  two  baby  girls,  Lillian 
(12  years)  and  Bennie  Weaver  (10  years).  All  traces  of  the  shed  and 
camp  have  passed  away  and  the  spot  is  now  covered  by  a  large  ceme¬ 
tery  were  multitudes  of  the  former  worshippers  at  this  sacred  shrine 
are  sleeping  “the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking.”  A  part  of  the  old 
house  where  I  was  born  is  still  standing.  During  the  half  century  that 
has  passed  many  sad  changes  have  come.  My  father,  mother  and 
sister  have  passed  over  the  river  and  gone  on  to  the  better  land.  I 
have  around  me  a  devoted  wife  and  five  pleasant  and  promising 
children,  the  oldest  20  and  the  youngest  ten  years  of  age.  During  all 
these  fifty  years  the  Lord  has  blest  and  kept  me.  Ruth  and  I  have 
just  returned  from  a  pleasant  drive  to  my  birthplace  which  is  a  three- 
room,  one  story  cottage  on  the  hill  across  by  the  spring  from  where 
the  old  shed  and  camp  stood.  The  old  house  is  still  standing  and,  with 
50  acres  appertaining  thereto,  is  owned  and  occupied  by  an  old  super¬ 
annuate  preacher  of  the  M.  E.  Church  named  R.  O.  Ayers,  with  his  wife 
and  two  sons.  As  we  passed  the  noble  spring  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
we  drank  freely  where  I  used  to  quench  my  thirst  many  times  in  the 
years  long  gone  by. 

September  1st:  Returned  from  Cane  Creek  camp  grounds,  12  miles 
south  of  Athens,  where  I  spent  four  days  attending  camp  meetings, 
conducted  mainly  by  Brother  R.  T.  Webb,  D.  McCracken,  A.  Kincaid, 
and  Sorrells  from  Ducktown.  Pleasant  time  and  good  meeting.  Emmet 
and  James  accompanied  me.  .  .  .  September  13th:  Emmet  and  James 
started  for  Emory  and  Henry  College  in  Washington  county,  Virginia. 
Emmet  is  to  enter  the  senior  and  James  the  sophomore  class.  Twenty- 
four  years  ago  last  June  I  graduated  from  this  college.  May  the 
Lord  follow  and  keep  these  two  noble  boys  and  make  them  good  and 
useful  men.  .  .  .  September  14th:  Opened  my  first  session  in  Athens 
Female  College.  Pupils  64;  of  these  33  were  in  the  chapel  and  31  in 
the  primary  room.  Four  boarding  pupils,  Stella  Patty,  Bettie  Gravy, 
Frankie  Sherman  and  Nellie  Kimbrough.  Three  teachers  besides  my¬ 
self,  Misses  Eunice  Ogilvie,  Edith  Carlock  and  Fannie  McKeldin. 
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December  21st:  In  the  college  parlor  Miss  Edith  Carlock,  one  of 
our  teachers,  was  married  to  Robert  Hornsby.  Reverend  J.  A.  Burrow, 
presiding  elder  of  the  Cleveland  district,  performed  the  ceremony. 
Present  were  Mayor  W.  C.  Hornsby  and  wife,  Misses  Fannie  McKeldin 
and  Minnie  Cass,  Miss  Ogilive  and  Ruth  and  myself.  .  .  .  Decem¬ 
ber  23rd:  Emmet  and  James  returned  from  Emory  &  Henry  to  spend 
Christmas.  .  .  .  December  24th:  Mary  Lizzie  McFarland  came  up 
from  Rossville,  Georgia,  to  spend  the  holidays.  .  .  .  December  25th: 
John  P.  Day  came  up  from  Cleveland  to  spend  a  few  days  with  us. 

1899 

.  January  2nd:  Reopened  school  after  a  week’s  vacation.  Emmet 
returned  to  Emory  &  Henry,  leaving  James  at  home.  On  opening 
school  after  Christmas  we  had  an  increase  of  about  ten  pupils,  two 
boarders  among  them.  .  .  .  January  13th:  James  returned  to  Emory 
&  Henry  to  join  Emmet.  He  was  kept  at  home  by  poisoning  of  his 
arms.  .  .  .  January  24th:  Telephone  message  from  Mr.  Day  at  Chatata 
asking  for  Ruth  to  come  to  her  mother,  who  was  very  sick.  She 
went  on  a  local  freight,  taking  Lillian  and  Bennie  Weaver  with  her. 
.  .  .  January  26th:  Went  down  to  see  Mrs.  Day  and  found  her  very 
sick.  Returned  tonight  bringing  Bennie  Weaver  with  me.  This  week 
closed  the  first  term  of  the  Athens  College.  It  closed  with  73  in 
regular  attendance. 

February  14th:  Today  closed  the  severest  cold  spell  ever  known 
in  this  section  of  the  country,  lasting  for  nearly  one  week.  The  ther¬ 
mometer  fell  to  13  degrees  below  zero.  .  .  .  February  15th:  Ruth 
and  Lillian  returned  from  Chatata,  leaving  Mrs.  Day  improved  and, 
we  trust,  out  of  danger.  .  .  .  February  23rd:  Today  Ruth  and  I  went 
before  U.  S.  Thompson,  county  court  clerk  for  McMinn  county,  Tenn¬ 
essee,  and  acknowledged  deed  to  C.  S.  Baylis,  No.  74  Broad  street, 
New  York,  for  our  house  and  lot,  corner  Woodfin  and  Locust  streets, 
Asheville,  North  Carolina,  for  $2,362.50.  The  deed  was  mailed  to  L. 
A.  Fairinholt,  agent  for  Mr.  Baylis  at  Asheville,  with  instructions  to 
return  mortgage  and  note  cancelled.  On  April  10,  1893,  I  borrowed 
from  Mr.  Baylis  $2,000  to  pay  the  debt  on  this  house,  expecting  subse¬ 
quently  to  get  money  that  I  was  saving  up  in  two  building  and  loan 
associations,  one  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  one  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
In  January,  1897,  both  these  concerns  collapsed,  and  in  them  I  lost 
enough  money  to  have  paid  off  the  mortgage;  but  after  that  time  I 
was  not  able  even  to  pay  the  interest  and  rather  than  have  a  fore¬ 
closure  sale  at  which  Mr.  Baylis  would  have  been  forced  to  bid  in 
the  property  for  the  debt,  we  decided  to  deed  him  the  property  at 
figures  that  would  cover  principal,  accrued  interests,  taxes  and  in¬ 
surance.  The  property  cost  us  $4,500  in  cash,  so  we  lost  $2,000  by 
the  misfortune,  and  so  all  the  little  savings  of  a  lifetime  went;  and 
I  am  left,  at  the  age  of  50  years,  with  nothing  of  this  world’s  goods 
except  our  household  furniture.  But  I  am  blessed  in  this,  that  I  have 
a  noble,  sweet  wife  and  five  good,  obedient  and  intelligent  children, 
three  of  whom,  two  boys  and  one  girl,  are  nearly  through  their  college 
courses  and  will  soon  be  prepared,  under  Divine  Providence,  to  lift 
a  part  of  life’s  burden  from  my  bending  shoulders. 

May  30th:  Tonight  in  Cone’s  opera  hall  were  held  the  closing  ex¬ 
ercises  of  Athens  Female  College  for  our  first  year.  We  had  ex¬ 
ercises  Monday  and  Tuesday  nights,  Two  graduates  in  the  literary 
departments,  Misses  Helen  Bate  Allen,  and  Estelle  Patty  Carlock  of 
Carlock;  two  in  music,  Misses  Addie  Lou  Riddle  and  Elizabeth  Williams, 
of  Athens.  We  enrolled  during  the  year  95  pupils. 

June  14th:  Ruth,  Emmet,  James  and  myself  returned  to  Athens 
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from  Emory  &  Henry  College  whither  Ruth  and  I  had  gone  on  the  10th 
to  attend  commencement,  Emmet  and  James  being  in  school  there. 
Emmet  graduated  on  the  13th,  lacking  three  days  of  being  21  years 
of  age.  He  served  as  tutor  in  the  college  during  the  year  and  James 
won  the  English  scholarship  valued  at  $100  in  college  fees  for  next 
year.  Just  25  years  have  passed  since  I  graduated  there,  and  this 
was  my  first  visit  back  during  that  time.  I  met  many  old  friends 
and  the  occasion  was  one  of  much  pleasure,  but  would  have  been  more 
enjoyable  had  the  weather  been  pleasant;  it  rained  almost  constantly. 
Going  up  Saturday  we  spent  several  hours  in  Knoxville  with  brother 
Jack  and  family.  .  .  .  June  28th:  Returned  from  a  trip  to  Shelby- 
ville,  Tennessee,  about  50  miles  southeast  of  Nashville.  This  is  a  very 
beautiful  town  of  2,500  or  3,000.  It  is  surrounded  by  the  finest  country 
I  have  ever  seen.  I  arrived  there  Friday  evening  and  remained  until 
Monday  evening,  the  6th,  stopping  at  an  excellent  boarding  house  near 
the  depot,  kept  by  Mr.  B.  G.  Hight.  Shelbyville  is  at  the  end  of  a 
short  railroad,  eight  miles  long,  running  out  from  Wartrace  on  N.  C. 
St.  L.  Railway.  Monday  night  I  went  to  Huntsville,  Alabama,  and  on 
Tuesday  morning  drove  12  miles  northeast  to  Mayesville  and  then 
walked  across  1  1/2  miles  to  Brownsboro  on  M.  &  C.  Railway  where 
I  waited  from  11  a.  m.  to  5:30  p.  m.  for  a  train  into  Chattanooga. 
Spent  Tuesday  night  at  Rossville  with  Anderson  and  Mary  Lizzie  and 
came  home  on  the  28th,  Wednesday. 

August  3rd:  One  year  ago  tomorrow  I  brought  my  family  to 
Athens  into  the  female  college.  We  had  a  hard  year.  The  school 
lacked  about  $300  of  meeting  all  expenses  of  school  and  family,  so 
today  we  left  Athens  to  go  to  Mr.  Day’s  four  miles  north  of  Cleve¬ 
land.  James  and  I  came  through  in  the  buggy.  .  .  .  August  23rd, 
Paris,  Texas:  After  spending  about  three  weeks  at  Mr.  Day’s  work¬ 
ing  on  the  new  house,  preparatory  to  living  there  this  year,  I  started 
to  Texas,  leaving  Cleveland  at  6:40  a.  m.  Came  over  Memphis  & 
Charleston  to  Memphis,  arriving  at  7:10  p.  m.  Left  at  9  over  the 
Iron  Mountain  by  Bald  Knob  and  Little  Rock  to  Texarkana,  100  miles 
east  of  Paris,  arriving  there  at  9:15  a.  m.  Thursday,  then  on  Texas 
Pacific,  arriving  at  Paris  at  12:55.  Made  close  connections  everywhere. 
The  distance  is  732  miles,  cost  of  ticket  $22.55.  The  object  of  my 
coming  was  to  take  charge  of  Mary  Connor  College  in  connection  with 
Professor  Thos.  L.  Bryan.  I  landed  here  a  total  stranger  but  found 
one  man  in  the  city  whom  I  knew  30  years  ago  in  McMinn  county, 
Tennessee,  Reverend  W.  D.  Mountcastle,  who  is  now  presiding  elder 
on  the  Paris  district.  I  left  Ruth  and  all  the  children  at  Mr.  Day’s. 
Emmet  was  to  leave  the  next  day  to  open  school  at  Floyd  C.  H., 
Virginia.  Paris  is  a  fine  town  of  16,000,  broad  streets,  north,  south, 
east,  and  west.  Much  shade  in  town.  Secured  board  with  Mr.  Dan 
Kelly  near  the  square,  on  the  corner  of  North  Wall  and  Houston  streets, 
nearly  opposite  the  county  court  house,  built  of  stone,  and  a  very  fine 
structure  costing  $140,000  .  .  .  August  27th:  Attended  my  first 
service  at  Centenary  church,  corner  North  Wall  and  Houston  streets. 
Heard  Reverend  John  A.  Black  preach  a  good  sermon  on  service  to 
our  fellows  from  Matthews  20:28.  .  .  .  August  28th:  Received  first 
letter  from  Ruth  and  the  children,  also  a  card  from  Emmet  stating 
he  arrived  at  Christianburg,  Virginia,  at  11  o’clock  Thursday  night. 

September  7th:  Began  to  board  with  Mr.  J.  R.  Barnette  opposite 
Mary  Connor  College  on  the  corner  of  Pine  Bluff  and  Webb  streets. 

Mrs.  Barnette  was  a  DeLosier  from  Mo.  They  have  two  small  child¬ 
ren,  Hazel  and  Frank.  .  .  .  September  13th:  After  remaining  in  Paris 
three  weeks,  Professor  Bryan  declining  to  come,  I  decided  not  to  open 
the  college  and  so  took  the  Texas  &  Pacific  westward  for  the  Indian 
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Territory.  Spent  two  hours  at  Sherman,  60  miles  west  of  Paris,  a 
good  town  of  10,000  where  the  North  Texas  Female  College  is  located, 
a  fine  school  under  the  management  of  Mrs.  Kidd-Key,  wife  of  Bishop 
J.  S.  Key.  Late  in  the  evening  I  went  on  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  Railway,  12  miles  northward  to  Dennison,  Texas,  a  good  town 
of  about  10,000.  Here  I  spent  the  night.  .  .  .  September  14th:  Took 
the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Railway  for  a  run  directly  north  across 
the  Indian  Territory,  225  miles  to  Big  Cabin  to  visit  Ruth’s  brother, 
Dr.  W.  A.  Day,  arrving  at  11  a.  m.  .  .  .  September  20th:  Spent  a 
week  with  Albert  and  family,  during  which  time  I  drove  over  much 
of  the  prairie,  visiting  Lee  Owenby  and  family,  15  miles  east,  and  Dick 
Parks  and  family  at  Chelsea,  15  miles  west.  At  the  latter  place  I 
visited  Mrs.  Arnold,  who  was  Miss  Victoria  Powell,  a  pupil  in  Ashe¬ 
ville  Female  College  in  1880-81.  This  territory  is  a  grand  and  beauti¬ 
ful  country,  covered  with  prairie  grass  and  sustaining  thousands  of 
fine  cattle.  This  morning  Albert  drove  me  to  Vinita  so  I  could  take 
the  6  p.  m.  train  for  St.  Louis.  During  the  day  I  visited  Miss  Ineva 
Gash,  of  Asheville,  one  of  my  former  pupils  who  is  teaching  art  in 
the  Willie  Halsell  College  in  Vinita.  At  6  p.  m.  I  took  the  train  for 
St.  Louis  where  I  arrived  at  7:30  a.  m.  on  the  next  day,  the  21st. 
Leaving  St.  Louis  at  8:28  a.  m.  came  by  way  of  Evansville,  Indiana, 
crossing  the  Ohio  at  Henderson,  Kentucky,  came  directly  south  ac¬ 
ross  the  State  of  Kentucky  and  on  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where 
we  arrived  at  8:30  p.  m.  .  .  .  September  22nd:  Spent  most  of  the 
day  in  Nashville.  Visited  Dr.  L.  F.  Beaty  at  the  S.  S.  Publishing 
House  and  also  J.  W.  Blair  and  Professor  Mell  of  Teachers’  Bureau. 
Left  Nashville  for  Chattanooga.  Went  to  Rossville  and  spent  the 
night  at  Mr.  Thomas’.  .  .  .  September  23rd:  Arrived  at  Cleveland. 
Mattie  Day  and  Lillian  and  Bennie  Weaver  met  me  at  the  depot.  It 
was  just  one  month  ago  that  I  left  for  Texas. 

“POVERTY  HILL” 

October  31st:  Today  we  moved  from  Cleveland  into  a  new  house 
on  Mr.  Day’s  farm,  4  miles  north  of  town.  This  house  I  have  partly 
ceiled  since  my  return  from  Texas.  Here  we  propose  to  remain  until 
next  fall.  I  shall  spend  part  of  the  time  in  reading  and  writing  and 
in  teaching  the  three  girls. 

December  14th:  Returned  from  a  trip  to  Cassandra  and  Ken¬ 
sington,  Georgia,  whither  I  went  on  the  invitation  of  Jas.  B.  Turn- 
ley  to  see  about  a  high  school.  The  whole  thing  was  a  failure.  While 
at  Kensington  I  spent  the  10th,  11th,  and  12th  with  the  family  of 
John  Davis,  whose  daughters,  Lee,  Rachel  and  Mary  had  attended  our 
school  at  Asheville.  I  visited  Mary  Lizzie  McFarland,  at  Rossville, 
Georgia,  (my  niece)  going  and  returning.  .  .  .December  25th:  Dined 
and  spent  the  day  with  Mr.  Day’s  family.  This  is  the  first  Christmas 
we  have  spent  in  the  country  in  20  years.  The  day  was  very  enjoy¬ 
able,  but  it  was  a  great  deprivation  not  to  have  our  boys,  Emmet  and 
James,  with  us.  They  are  spending  the  holidays  at  Emory,  Virginia, 
where  James  is  at  school.  Brother  James  at  Nashville  sent  the  child¬ 
ren  a  box  with  a  nice  dress  apiece  and  nuts  and  candies;  he  also  sent 
me  a  $25  check. 


1900 

January  1st:  A  new  year  begins  and  finds  Ruth,  the  three  little 
girls  and  myself  living  in  the  country  four  miles  north  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Emmet  teaching  at  Floyd,  Virginia,  and  James  in  college  at 
Emory.  It  is  a  cold  snowy  day  and  I  have  spent  part  of  it  getting 
wood  from  the  forest. 
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February  5th:  Emmet  begins  his  second  term,  a  subscription 
school  at  Floyd,  Virginia.  .  .  .  February  10th:  Attended  the  funeral 
of  Judge  John  B.  Hoyle  in  Cleveland.  The  service  was  held  in  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  by  the  pastor,  Reverend  D.  E.  Hawk.  A  few 
appropriate  remarks  were  made  by  Professor  J.  A.  Stubblefield,  president 
of  Centenary  College.  The  church  was  filled  by  citizens  of  Cleve¬ 
land.  Judge  Hoyle  was  a  warm  friend  of  my  father  many  years  ago. 
He  was  a  man  of  high  and  noble  character.  His  surviving  wife  was 
Mrs.  Gussie  Parker,  who  assisted  me  in  school  at  Chatata  in  1875, 
prior  to  her  marriage  to  Judge  Hoyle.  Today  Emmet  sent  me  $30 
out  of  his  earnings  at  Floyd,  Virginia,  to  aid  in  meeting  the  family 
expenses.  This  is  the  first  help  any  of  our  children  have  been  able 
to  render  us,  having  always  been  in  school  and  on  expenses  up  to  this 
time.  We  very  much  appreciate  the  fact  that  our  children  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  reach  a  point  where  they  can  be  helpful,  and  especially 
that  they  manifest  a  willingness  and  even  an  eagerness  to  be  so. 

May  2nd:  Went  to  Chattanooga  on  the  way  to  Pulaski,  Tennessee, 
to  see  Martin  College;  went  out  to  Rossville  and  took  supper  with 
Mary  Lizzie.  Went  to  Nashville  on  the  night  train.  .  .  .  May  4th: 
After  spending  Thursday  and  Friday  with  James  in  Nashville  he  and 
I  went  to  Pulaski.  Reverend  W.  R.  Peebles  joined  us  at  Campbell’s, 
20  miles  north  of  Pulaski.  We  spent  the  night  at  Coffman  House. 
.  .  .  May  5th:  Met  trustees  of  Martin  College  in  People’s  Bank.  Leased 
college  for  T.  L.  Bryan  and  myself  for  a  term  of  five  years  from 
June  15,  1900,  on  following  terms:  First  year,  no  rent;  second  $300; 
third,  $400;  fourth,  $500;  fifth,  $500.  James  returned  to  Nashville 
and  “Buck”  (Reverend  W.  R.  Peebles)  and  I  went  to  spend  Sunday 
at  his  home  near  Campbell’s  or  Fountain  Creek.  .  .  .  May  7th:  Re¬ 
turned  to  Pulaski  and  secured  board  with  Captain  Calvin  A.  Reynolds, 
opposite  the  college.  His  family  were  Lillian,  Lucile  and  David. 
His  brother,  Captain  Lee  Reynolds  and  wife,  Mr.  James  Northington 
and  wife,  Mr.  Buford  Short  and  wife  and  Professor  Foster  were  the 
boarders  .  .  .  May  10th:  After  examining  the  college  property  care¬ 
fully  and  having  garden  ploughed  and  planted,  I  returned  to  Nash¬ 
ville.  .  .  .  May  12:  Reached  Cleveland  today.  Pulaski  is  a  good  town 
of  4,000  in  a  very  hilly  but  fertile  section.  Martin  College  is  a  large, 
superb  building,  well  furnished,  having  a  large  and  beautiful  campus. 
They  have  always  had  a  fine  school  there  until  the  past  two  years. 
We  hope  to  guild  it  up  again.  .  .  .  May  28th:  This  morning  at  6:45, 
Central  time,  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  began  and  the  last  trace  passed 
off  at  8:45,  just  two  hours.  Ruth,  the  three  girls  and  I  observed  it 
from  our  home  in  Walker  Valley,  near  Cleveland.  At  our  place  it 
was  almost  total,  only  a  very  small  strip  of  the  upper  left-hand  edge 
of  the  sun  remaining  unobscured.  I  witnessed  a  total  eclipse  of  the 
sun  in  Smith  county,  Virginia,  in  the  summer  1868  or  1869  in  company 
with  John  (Jack)  M.  Campbell.  We  were  on  the  road. 

June  13th:  This  evening  Emmet  returned  from  his  first  year’s 
teaching  at  Floyd,  Virginia.  He  made  $290,  of  which  he  saved  $127. 
.  .  .  June  20,  Pulaski,  Tennessee:  John  Day  and  I  left  Mr.  Day’s 
near  Cleveland  and  drove  to  Rossville,  Georgia,  and  spent  the  night 
with  Foster  McFarland.  Thursday  we  drove  from  there  by  Kelley’s 
Ferry  to  Jasper  where  we  visited  Pryor  Institute  for  a  few  minutes 
and  then  spent  the  night  with  General  Jackson  Pryor.  Friday  we 
went  upon  Cumberland  Mountain,  1  1/2  miles  above  Jasper  over  a 
good  road  across  the  top  of  the  mountain  15  miles  to  Tracy  City,  where 
we  dined,  thence  6  miles  to  Monteagle,  a  beautiful  town  on  the  western 
brow  of  Cumberland,  then  down  the  mountain  and  about  one  mile  down 
the  valley  toward  Cowan  and  spent  the  night  with  old  Mr.  Hawkins. 
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His  son’s  name  was  Ira.  Saturday  we  drove  southwest  to  Winchester, 
12  miles,  where  we  stopped  an  hour  and  thence  west  by  Fayetteville 
Pike  to  within  6  miles  of  Fayetteville  and  spent  the  night  in  a  deep 
gorge  with  an  old  man  by  the  name  of  Bryant.  His  son’s  name  was 
Ed.  Sunday  we  drove  through  Fayetteville  over  the  Pulaski  Pike 
to  within  6  miles  of  Pulaski  and  stopped  with  Mr.  Giles  Reynolds, 
a  most  delightful  place.  Mrs.  Reynolds  was  an  Ezell,  son’s  name, 
Eugene,  and  little  girl  of  12  named  Louise.  Monday  morning,  the 
25th,  we  drove  into  Pulaski  about  9  o’clock,  having  ended  a  buggy 
ride  of  about  165  miles  in  five  days,  making  an  average  of  33  miles 
per  day.  The  road  from  Fayetteville  to  Pulaski  was  very  hilly  and 
laborious,  but  we  found  good  roads  most  of  the  way.  .  .  .  June  26th: 
After  spending  24  hours  with  me  in  Pulaski,  John  left  at  11:30  a.  m. 
for  Cleveland  by  way  of  Decatur,  Alabama,  and  I  am  in  the  college 
alone  tonight.  I  am  now  here  to  begin  work  for  Martin  College. 
.  .  .  June  28th:  Columbia  District  Conference  convened  in  Pulaski, 
Bishop  H.  C.  Morrison  presiding.  Sermon  at  11  a.  m.  by  Reverend 
J.  A.  Burrow,  presiding  elder  of  the  Cleveland  district  and  editor  of 
The  Midland  Methodist.  Excellent  sermon.  .  .  .  June  29th:  Bishop 
Morrison  preached  at  11  a.  m.  This  was  my  first  time  to  hear  him. 
It  was  a  very  fine,  plain  gospel  sermon.  I  dined  with  the  bishop 
at  the  residence  of  old  Mr.  J.  B.  Childers.  I  found  him  (the  bishop) 
very  sociable  and  entertaining  and  like  him  very  much.  .  .  .  June 
30th:  Bishop  Morrison  preached  again  at  11  a.  m.  and  the  confer¬ 
ence  adjourned  at  3:30  p.  m. 

August  29th:  Ruth  came  from  Cleveland  bringing  with  her  the 
four  children,  James,  Mary,  Lillian  and  Bennie  Weaver,  also  Mattie 
Day  to  enter  school.  Emmet  remained  at  his  grandpa’s  to  go  to  Emory 
&  Henry  College,  where  he  is  to  teach  this  year.  I  joined  them  at 
Prospect,  12  miles  south  of  Pulaski,  whither  I  had  gone  on  a  “drumm¬ 
ing”  expedition. 

September  6th:  Professor  T.  L.  Byran  and  I  opened  our  first 
session  of  Martin  College;  64  pupils  present,  12  of  these  boarders. 
Teachers:  Mrs.  E.  Rogers,  Miss  Mary  Lawson,  Miss  Lizzie  Lou  Harris, 
Miss  Sallie  Sheppard,  primary;  and  Miss  Ethel  Dismukes,  art. 

October  4th:  Today  ends  the  first  month  of  school,  enrollment 
103,  26  boarders. 

December  1st:  Professor  Bryan  and  I  returned  from  Decatur, 
Alabama,  whither  we  went  on  November  29th  to  attend  the  sessions 
of  the  North  Alabama  Conference.  There,  for  the  first  time,  I  met 
my  cousin,  Dr.  Wightman  Fletcher  Melton,  president  of  Tuscaloosa 
Female  College,  and  his  father,  Reverend  Issac  Quimby  Melton,  who 

married  my  first  cousin,  Fannie  Louise  Ellis,  daughter  of  Reverend 
Enoch  Ellis,  near  Attalla,  Alabama.  Her  sisters  are:  Mrs.  T.  J. 
(Lizzie  Coleman)  Watkins,  Nocatee,  Florida;  Mrs.  Nora  Grant,  Weed- 
owee,  Alabama;  Mrs.  Gussie  Tomlin,  Tallapoosa,  Georgia;  Mrs.  Rosa 
Crump,  Steels,  Alabama.  The  daughters  of  I.  Q.  and  Fannie  Melton 
are  as  follows:  Mrs.  W.  C.  Rayburn,  Guntersville,  Alabama;  Mrs. 
May  Roberts,  Potersville,  Alabama;  Mrs.  Hettie  Shores,  Warrior, 
Alabama;  Mrs.  Buena  Collins,  Warrior,  Alabama;  and  Miss  Kate  Mel¬ 
ton,  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  teacher  in  the  college  there.  Met  brother 
James  at  the  Conference.  He  came  by  from  the  South  Carolina  Con¬ 
ference  at  Chester,  South  Carolina.  .  .  .  December  20th:  Adjourned 
for  Christmas.  All  the  girls  went  home  except  Mattie  Day  and  Mary 
Vernon.  Professor  Bryan  and  family  went  to  Alabama. 
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1901 

January  1st:  Reopened  school;  all  boarding  girls  returned  ex¬ 
cept  Annie  Cherry,  and  11  new  ones  were  added.  Second  quarter  ended 
with  100  pupils  in  actual  attendance,  35  boarders.  .  .  .  January  21st: 
James  left  to  re-enter  Emory  &  Henry  College.  He  was  to  spend 
a  week  with  his  grandfather,  W.  C.  Day,  at  Cleveland  and  to  go  on 
from  there. 

May  1st:  This  was  our  Spring  holiday  which  was  spent  on  a 
picnic  at  Krap’s  Springs,  8  miles  northeast  of  Pulaski,  a  most  delight¬ 
ful  place  for  such  an  occasion.  Several  friends,  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Dickson,  furnished  carriages  and  took  all  the 
boarding  girls  and  teachers.  .  .  .  May  21st:  Our  first  commencement 
at  Martin  College.  Friday  night,  17th,  children’s  concert.  Sunday 
and  Sunday  night  sermons  by  Dr.  John  B.  McFerrin,  of  Birmingham, 
Alabama.  Able  sermons.  Monday  night,  20th,  annual  concert,  said 
to  have  been  one  of  the  best  ever  given  at  the  college.  Large  audience 
and  very  fine  order.  Tuesday  morning,  graduating  exercises.  Ad¬ 
dress  by  Dr.  L.  F.  Mangum,  presiding  elder  of  the  Eufaula  district, 
Alabama  conference.  An  able  address.  Graduates  on  this  occasion 
were  Misses  Annie  Dove  Abernethy,  Tarpley,  Tennessee;  Thomas 
Marietta  Abernathy,  Pulaski,  Tennessee;  Mary  Fowler  Atkins,  Pulaski, 
Tennessee;  Rebecca  Stacy  Braden  and  Edna  McMillan,  Pulaski;  Alice 
Burke  Peebles,  Fountain  Creek,  Tennessee;  Lucille  Rogers,  Dresden, 
Tennessee;  Mattie  Sue  Smith,  Bethel,  Tennessee;  Martha  Moon  Tom¬ 
linson,  Culleoka,  Tennessee;  and  Ruby  Whitfield,  Veto,  Alabama.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  there  were  96  in  actual  attendance;  actual  revenue 
$5,920.  .  .  .  May  30th:  Ruth  went  to  Cleveland  to  visit  her  father, 
W.  C.  Day,  who  is  reported  very  sick. 

September  5th:  Emmet  returned  from  Emory  &  Henry  College 
after  having  worked  all  summer  in  the  office  of  Dr.  R.  G.  Waterhouse, 
the  president.  .  .  .  September  10th:  James  left  for  Emory  &  Henry. 
.  .  .  September  12th:  Opened  our  second  year  in  Martin  College  with 
54  pupils,  being  12  less  than  last  year.  Of  these  21  are  boarders. 
The  following  were  our  boarders  on  the  first  day— Mary  and  Rosa 
Bell,  Annie  Crossno,  Addie  and  Blanche  Campbell,  Everett  Dean,  Adelia 
Elkin,  Ethel  Giddens,  Sadie  Gilbert,  Annie  Gray,  Nina  Haywood,  Viva 
L egg,  Ella  and  Joanna  Montague,  Cora  Oakley,  Patty  Powell,  Edwina 
Rogers,  Opie  Reed,  Kate  Smith,  Georgia  and  Sallie  Sherrill.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  are  the  teachers— Mrs.  E.  Rogers,  Misses  Mary  Lawson,  Lillian 
Bell,  Cora  Stanwood,  Mary  Brown  and  matron,  Mrs.  T.  E.  Pond.  .  .  , 
September  17th:  Emmet  left  to  enter  Vanderbilt  University  at  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee,  having  secured  a  $200  fellowship  in  that  institution. 
He  takes  courses  in  Philosophy,  German  and  economics. 

October  3rd:  Miss  Gertrude  Moon  entered  the  boarding  depart¬ 
ment,  making  the  26th;  on  the  10th  Miss  Pearl  Bell,  of  Heron,  Tenn¬ 
essee,  entered  making  the  27th.  .  .  .  October  23rd:  Tennessee  Con¬ 
ference  convened  here  with  Bishop  O.  P.  Fitzgerald  presiding.  Our 
guests  at  the  college  are  Reverend  J.  A.  Burrow,  editor  of  The  Mid¬ 
land  Methodist;  Reverend  Sam  L.  Fain  and  wife,  of  Lawrenceburg; 
Dr.  James  Atkins,  Sunday  school  editor  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South; 
Dr.  H.  M.  Hamil,  of  the  Sunday  school  department;  Dr.  H.  Urquhart, 
editor  of  The  Alabama  Advocate,  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Trueheart,  missionary 
secretary,  of  Nashville. 

December  25th:  Spent  this  Christmas  in  Martin  College.  All  the 
family  were  at  home  except  James  who  was  in  Gastonia,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  having  gone  to  take  the  position  of  assistant  editor  to  W.  F. 
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Marshall  of  The  Gastonia  Gazette.  He  left  his  school  work  at  Emory 
&  Henry  College,  Virginia,  in  the  middle  of  his  senior  year.  .  .  . 
December  31st:  All  of  our  boarding  girls  returned  after  the  Christ¬ 
mas  holidays  except  Allie  and  Pauline  Crook,  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi. 
The  following  new  boarders  came  in:  Lizzie  Lusby,  of  Mooresville, 
Tennessee;  Mildred  Edmundson,  Fannie  Carden  and  Mary  Lee  Meadows, 
of  Bethel,  Tennessee;  Rena  Haywood  and  Eula  May  Gower,  of  Corners- 
ville,  Tennessee. 

1902 

March  27th:  Telephone  message  from  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  an¬ 
nouncing  serious  illness  of  Mrs.  (W.  C.)  Day,  Ruth’s  mother.  At 
11:30  a.  m.  Ruth  and  Lillian  left  for  Cleveland.  .  .  .  March  28th: 
Heaviest  rain  ever  known  in  this  section  fell  today.  Millions  of  dollars 
worth  of  property  was  destroyed.  Eleven  persons  were  drowned  in 
Giles  county  alone,  and  all  the  railroad  service  broken  up.  .  .  .  March 
30th:  Went  to  Nashville  and  spent  the  night  with  Emmet  who  is  a 
student  at  Vanderbilt  University.  .  .  .  March  31st:  Spent  the  day 
with  Dr.  S.  A.  Steel  at  Logan  Female  College  in  Russellville,  Kentucky. 
This  is  a  fine  country  and  good  town;  and  they  have  a  good  local 
school,  more  than  a  hundred,  but  few  boarders. 

April  1st:  Returned  from  Russellville  to  Nashville  and  spent  the 
day  with  Emmet,  dining  at  Kissam  Hall.  Returned  to  Pulaski  tonight. 

May  20th:  Closed  our  second  year  at  Martin  College.  Twelve 
graduates,  Mary  F.  Atkins  (special  in  music),  Mattie  L.  Aymett,  Helen 
Butler,  Margery  Ezell  and  Lois  Anderson,  of  Pulaski;  Carrie  F.  Craig, 
of  Centerville,  Tennessee;  Mattie  A.  Day,  Cleveland,  Tennessee;  Adelia 
Elkin,  Aberdeen,  Mississippi;  Martha  Ezell,  Sumac,  Tennessee;  Clara 
Holt,  Bunker  Hill,  Tennessee;  Pattye  H.  Powell,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.; 
Georgia  Sherrill,  Prospect,  Tennessee.  Commencement  sermon  by  Dr. 
Gilby  C.  Kelley,  Nashville;  literary  address  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Rust  (Baptist) 
Nashville.  Enrollment  this  year  88,  boarders  37.  Revenue  $6,300. 

June  4th:  Returned  from  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  whither  I  went 
on  May  30th  to  ship  part  of  our  furniture  to  Russellville,  Kentucky, 
Logan  College,  of  which  we  take  charge  in  the  future.  .  .  .  June 
6th:  Professor  Thos.  L.  Bryan  and  family  left  Pulaski  for  Anniston, 
Alabama,  where  he  enters  into  school  work  with  Dr.  H.  G.  Davis, 
of  Athens,  Alabama.  .  .  .  June  11th:  Left  Pulaski  and  spent  the  day 
with  Emmet  at  Nashville.  Came  to  Russellville  tonight.  Found  Mrs. 
S.  A.  Steel,  Mrs.  Jas.  A.  Duncan  and  Mrs.  E.  D.  Mallam  at  Logan 
College,  the  two  latter  being  boarders. 

September  9th:  Opened  my  first  session  at  Logan  College,  Russell¬ 
ville,  Kentucky.  Number  of  pupils  enrolled  98,  of  whom  20  are  board¬ 
ing  pupils. 


1903 

May  24th:  Commencement  sermon  by  Dr.  James  Atkins,  Sunday 
school  editor,  Nashville,  Tennessee;  subject,  “The  Ever-coming  Christ” 
—•“Is  he  that  should  come  or  look  we  for  another?”  .  .  .  May  26th: 
Graduation  Day.  Graduates— Lois  E.  Adcock  and  Susan  C.  Rives, 
Hopkinsville,  Kentucky;  Alba  M.  Christian,  Martha  W.  Collins,  L. 
Agnes  Davis,  Hallie  M.  Griffith,  Russellville,  Kentucky;  Nellie  S. 
Love,  Mannsville,  Kentucky;  and  Bennie  Vera  Murphy,  Madisonville, 
Kentucky.  Pupils  enrolled  123;  revenue  $6,480. 
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July  1st:  Attended  district  conference  at  West  Point,  Kentucky, 
after  spending  a  day  in  Louisville,  my  first  visit.  .  .  .  July  8th:  Ruth 
and  Mary  went  to  Cleveland,  Tennessee;  Ruth  having  been  called 
thither  by  the  serious  illness  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Day. 

August  2nd:  Telegram  from  Cleveland  announcing  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Day.  .  .  .August  11th:  Emmet,  Lillian,  Bennie  and  I  returned 
to  the  college  after  having  spent  a  week  at  Parson’s  Camp  Ground. 
Tonight  Ruth  and  Mary  returned  from  Cleveland. 

September  4th:  Ruth  took  Mary  to  Cincinnati  to  enter  her  at 
the  Conservatory  of  Music.  .  .  .  September  7th:  Opened  our  second 
year  in  Logan  College  with  an  enrollment  of  about  80;  of  these  23 
are  in  the  boarding  department.  Faculty:  Misses  Fannie  Bryson, 
Russellville;  Pearl  Dominick,  Birmingham,  Alabama;  Frances  Peter¬ 
son,  Mannsville,  Kentucky;  Lottye  Lee  Hunt,  Kansas  City,  Kansas; 
Lillian  C.  Cavette,  Paris,  Tennessee;  Pauline  D.  Whitson,  McMinnville, 
Tennessee;  housekeeper,  Mrs.  Mary  Sue  Potter,  who  was  here  last 
year. 

October  2nd:  Went  to  attend  Louisville  Conference  at  Marion, 
Kentucky,  Bishop  E.  R.  Hendrix  presiding. 

December  25th:  Emmet  and  Mary  came  home  to  spend  Christ¬ 
mas.  .  .  .  December  31st:  Emmet  returned  to  his  school  at  Lewisburg, 
Tennessee. 

1904 


January  11th:  Mary  returned  to  Conservatory  at  Cincinnati. 
April  26th:  Mary  returned  from  Cincinnati.  Carnival  in  full  blast 
here  this  week.  Great  abomination. 


May  6th:  Senior  reception.  .  .  .  May  20th:  Commencement  of 
Logan  College  began  with  entertainment  of  primaries  .  .  .  May  21st: 
Play,  “As  You  Like  It”,  given  by  Miss  Whitson  and  pupils.  .  .  .  May 
22nd:  Commencement  sermon  by  Reverend  J.  J.  Tigert,  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  .  .  .  May  23rd:  Annual  concert  by  Misses  Peterson  and 
Hunt.  .  .  .  May  24th:  Graduating  exercises.  Diplomas  awarded  to 
Misses  Lillian  J.  Atkins,  Martine  O.  Bennett,  Lloyd  Childers,  Ada 
Christian,  Minnie  R.  Merritt,  Harry  Maud  Miller,  Eva  G.  Penick,  Mary 
V.  Ryan  and  Kathleen  Wilson;  music  certificates  to  Miss  Willie  L. 
Posey.  Proceeds  for  year  $6,542;  expenses,  $4,005. 

June  8th:  Emmet  returned  from  Lewisburg,  Tennessee,  to  spend 
his  vacation  after  completing  his  second  year  as  teacher  in  Haynes- 
McLean  School.  .  .  .  June  25th:  Returned  from  district  conference 
at  Vine  Grove,  Kentucky,  during  which  trip  I  visited  Sonora,  Glendale 
and  South  Caralton. 

July  6th:  Returned  from  my  first  visit  to  Morgantown,  Kentucky, 
in  Butler  county.  Went  from  Bowling  Green  by  steamboat  on  Barren 
and  Green  Rivers.  Distance  on  river  40  miles.  Found  Professor  C. 
C.  Dunford  of  Bethel  College  (located  in  Russellville)  holding  institute. 
Stopped  with  Sheriff  M.  J.  Johnson,  who  has  three  daughters,  Ida, 
Nellie  and  Lela.  James  came  home  from  Gastonia,  North  Carolina, 
his  first  visit  home  for  a  year  and  a  half.  He  came  to  join  us  in  a 
trip  to  the  World’s  Fair  at  St.  Louis.  .  .  .  July  12th,  World’s  Fair 
at  St.  Louis:  At  1  o’clock  Tuesday  morning,  July  12th,  Ruth  and 
the  five  children,  Roberta  Cornelius  and  myself  started  for  the  fair. 
From  early  Monday  night  a  terrific  storm  of  lightning,  rain  and  wind 
prevailed  to  such  an  extent  that  we  could  not  secure  a  conveyance 
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to  the  depot.  About  12:30  at  night  the  rain  ceased  and  we  all  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  reach  the  depot  on  foot,  at  which  we  made  a  success.  At 
1:15  the  train  from  Louisville  to  Memphis  came,  on  which  we  went 
to  Guthrie,  Kentucky,  where  we  waited  until  5  o’clock  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing  and  took  a  fast  train  for  St.  Louis  from  Nashville,  arriving  in 
the  city  at  1:35  p.  m.  This  road  passes  across  Kentucky  through 
one  of  the  State’s  principal  mining  sections  and  reaches  the  border 
at  Henderson,  Kentucky,  on  the  Ohio  river.  From  this  point  the  road 
runs  about  west  across  the  southern  portion  of  Indiana  and  Illinois. 
This  is  a  magnificent  farming  section  producing  corn,  wheat  and  hay, 
principally;  the  road  crosses  the  Mississippi  right  at  St.  Louis.  Im¬ 
mediately  on  our  arrival  at  the  union  station  we  took  a  Laclede  street 
car  which  carried  us  directly  to  the  Inside  Inn,  which  is  an  immense 
hotel  within  the  fair  grounds  about  six  miles  from  the  depot.  We 
took  our  lodging  in  this  hotel  and  took  our  meals  at  various  res¬ 
taurants  on  the  grounds.  The  things  observed  on  the  grounds  are 
too  numerous  and  extensive  to  be  described  here.  The  central  part 
of  the  grounds,  surrounding  the  cascades,  was  a  scene  of  indescrib¬ 
able  beauty  at  night  under  the  glow  of  many  thousands  of  electric 
lights.  The  Inside  Inn,  where  we  lodged,  is  an  immense  building  ac¬ 
commodating  5,000  people  and  was  full  at  the  time  we  were  there. 
The  two  dining  rooms  seated  2,500  at  a  time.  We  arrived  at  the  inn 
at  2:30  p.  m.  the  12th  and  left  at  3  p.  m.  Saturday,  the  16th.  Having 
ridden  over  the  city  considerably  that  afternoon  we  finally  landed  at 
union  station  where  we  took  the  train  over  the  L.  &  N.  at  8:45  p.  m. 
and  arrived  at  home  in  Russellville  at  8:40  Sunday  morning.  Logan 
College,  with  grassy,  well-shaded  campus  and  its  broad  airy  halls  is 
surely  a  welcome  place  to  us  after  our  tiresome  trip.  .  .  .  July  19th: 
Spent  the  night  with  Dr.  S.  J.  Harris,  8  miles  out  from  Owensboro, 
Kentucky,  at  Philpot.  Went  to  see  him  about  his  daughters  enter¬ 
ing  Logan  College.  .  .  .  July  22nd:  James  left  for  Gastonia,  North 
Carolina,  having  received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  (W.  F.)  Marshall 
cutting  his  visit  home  short  one  week. 

July  18th:  Loaned  to  W.  W.  Jenkins,  Olmstead,  Kentucky,  $850 
for  two  years,  interest  6  per  cent.  Of  this  amount  $150  belongs  to 
Emmet  D.  Atkins  for  which  I  gave  him  my  note.  I  took  as  security 
from  Jenkins  mortgage  on  64  acre  farm.  .  .  .July  19th:  James,  our 
second  son,  received  a  $2,000  20-year  endowment  policy  in  Penn  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  Philadelphia.  Our  oldest  son,  Emmet  D. 
Atkins,  has  two  $1,000  policies  in  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  Detroit. 

July  29th:  Made  my  first  visit  to  Greenville,  Kentucky,  to  visit 
E.  J.  Puryear,  about  his  daughters  Helen  and  Carrie.  Spent  only  three 
hours  in  the  town.  Dined  with  Reverend  G.  H.  Givens,  whose  daugh¬ 
ter,  Donna,  has  been  two  years  in  Logan  College. 

August  2nd:  Received  from  John  Maxwell,  of  Cucamonga,  San 
Bernardino  county,  California,  draft  for  $200  in  payment  of  note  for 
$195  given  in  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  in  1898,  for  board  and  tuition. 
.  .  .  August  15th:  Emmet  and  Mary  left,  the  former  for  his  school 
in  Lewisburg,  Tennessee,  and  the  latter  to  visit  James  in  Gastonia, 
North  Carolina  stopping  for  a  few  days  with  her  grandfather  at  Cleve¬ 
land,  Tennessee. 

September  7th:  Opened  our  third  year  in  Logan  College  with 
an  enrollment  of  80,  of  these  35  are  in  the  boarding  department. 
During  the  summer  the  college  has  been  repainted  and  repapered,  so 
that  it  is  quite  attractive  and  comfortable.  .  .  .  September  26th:  Mary 
returned  from  Gastonia  to  take  music  class  in  Logan  College.  .  .  . 
September  30th:  Returned  from  Franklin,  Kentucky,  where  I  spent 
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two  days  attending  Louisville  Conference.  Stayed  with  Mr.  J.  C. 
Houston,  member  of  the  Christian  church;  his  wife  a  Methodist  and 
sister  of  Mr.  Carter  Caldwell  of  Russellville.  Their  daughter  is  named 
Jewell.  This  was  a  delightful  home. 

December  25th:  Emmet  came  home  from  Lewisburg,  Tennessee, 
to  spend  the  Christmas  holidays.  All  the  teachers  and  girls  went 
home  except  Miss  Dominic  and  her  sister,  Irene.  The  holidays  were 
quiet  and  pleasant. 


1905 

January  3rd:  Reopened  school.  Most  of  the  girls  returned.  One 
new  girl  entered,  Miss  Lake  Hines,  of  Fordsville,  Kentucky. 

February  18th:  Emmet  and  I  bought  ten  shares  in  coal  mining 
company  for  which  we  paid  as  charter  members  $80  per  share  or 
$800  total.  Of  these  shares  Emmet  takes  4  and  I  take  G.  Dr.  R.  W. 
Browder,  of  Bowling  Green,  is  president.  The  holdings  of  this  company 
are  located  at  South  Caralton,  Kentucky,  on  O.  &  N.  Railway,  three 
miles  north  of  Central  City. 

April  24th:  Miss  Zoe  G.  Everett,  member  of  the  senior  class, 
was  called  to  her  home  at  Sebree,  Kentucky,  by  the  sudden  death  of 
her  father,  Reverend  George  M.  Everett,  pastor  of  the  Southern 
Methodist  church  there. 

May  19th:  Miss  Hooper  and  her  expression  class  gave  entertain¬ 
ment  in  the  opera  hall,  “Rebecca’s  Triumph”.  Good  performance  and  a 
good  crowd.  This  was  the  first  of  our  commencement  entertainments. 
.  .  .  May  21st:  Dr.  W.  F.  Lloyd,  of  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  preached 
our  baccalaureate  sermon  in  the  Methodist  church.  School  was  in  full 
attendance  and  filled  nearly  all  the  two  middle  sections  of  pews.  The 
sermon  was  fine  and  gave  good  satisfaction.  At  night  Dr.  Lloyd 
preached  for  the  college  missionary  society.  .  .  .  May  22nd:  At 
8  p.  m.  we  had  our  annual  musical  concert.  Weather  was  threaten¬ 
ing  but  we  had  a  fairly  good  crowd  and  the  pupils  did  well  in  their 
performance.  .  .  .  May  23rd:  Regular  commencement  day.  The 
salutatory  was  read  by  Miss  Mary  Payne  Clark,  of  Russellville,  and 
the  valedictory  by  Miss  Zoe  Gilliam  Everett,  of  Sebree,  Kentucky. 
Dr.  J.  A.  Burrow,  editor  of  The  Midland  Methodist,  delivered  the 
address,  subject,  “The  Beautiful”,  which  delighted  everybody.  Di¬ 
plomas  were  awarded  to  ten  graduates.  Essay  medal  to  Miss  Jennie 
Spurrier  McClennan,  of  Hopkinsville,  Kentucky.  .  .  .  May  27th:  Re¬ 
turned  from  Cloverport,  Kentucky,  whither  I  went  Thursday  to  attend 
the  district  conference.  Stayed  again  with  the  family  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Bomer.  .  .  .  May  29th:  Received  a  telegram  from  Cleveland  announc¬ 
ing  dangerous  sickness  of  Sue  Day,  Ruth’s  oldest  and  only  living  sister. 
Ruth,  Bennie  Weaver  and  I  left  for  Cleveland.  .  .  .  May  30th:  Ar¬ 
rived  at  Mr.  Day’s.  Dr.  G.  W.  Day  took  us  out  from  Cleveland. 
We  found  Sue  unconscious.  .  .  .  May  31st:  Sue  Parks  Day  died  at 
4:55  this  morning.  I  sat  by  her  bedside  all  the  night.  She  never  re¬ 
gained  consciousness.  She  was  49  years  old. 

June  1st:  Sue  was  buried  this  morning  by  her  mother’s  side 
in  Cleyeland  cemetery.  Dr.  David  Sullins  came  out  to  the  home  and 
conducted  funeral  services  in  the  front  yard  under  the  “old  sugar 
tree”.  .  .  .  June  3rd:  I  came  from  Knoxville  to  Chatata,  having 
gone  up  Friday  morning  to  visit  brother  Jack.  Found  him  and  Lennis 
living  alone.  This  was  a  very  pleasant  visit  to  me  as  I  had  not  seen 
them  for  six  years.  .  .  .  June  4th:  This  lonely,  quiet  Sunday  we  have 
spent  at  Mr.  Day’s  old  home  place,  where  Ruth  was  reared.  It  is 
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a  sad  and  lonely  home  now,  Mrs.  Day  and  Sue  having  passed  away, 
leaving  no  one  there  except  Mr.  Day  and  his  granddaughter,  Mattie 
Day.  This  is  doubtless  the  last  Sunday  we  will  ever  pass  in  this  old 
homestead  around  which  cluster  so  many  pleasant  memories  of  the 
years  gone  by.  .  .  .  June  7th:  Ruth,  Bennie  and  I  came  from  Cleve¬ 
land  to  Lewisburg,  Tennessee,  where  Mary  and  Lillian  met  us,  they 
having  come  down  from  Russellville  the  day  previous.  .  .  .  June  8th: 
At  2:30  p.  m.  today  in  Lewisburg,  Tennessee,  our  oldest  son,  Emmet 
Day  Atkins,  was  married  to  Miss  Kate  Murrey,  oldest  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Murrey.  Reverend  Molley  officiated.  At  4  p.  m. 
we  all  took  the  train  for  Russellville  arriving  at  1  a.  m.  .  .  .  June 
16th:  Mary  and  I  returned  from  Confederate  reunion  at  Louisville. 

July  3rd:  Emmet  and  Kate  left  tonight  for  Denver,  Colorado, 
whither  they  went  to  attend  the  International  Epworth  League  Confer¬ 
ence.  .  .  .  July  5th:  Lillian  and  Bennie  Weaver,  with  Roberta  Corn¬ 
elius,  went  to  Sebree,  Kentucky,  to  visit  Miss  Zoe  Everett.  Thence 
they  will  go  to  Hopkinsville  to  visit  Miss  Mary  Emma  Sivley  and  to 
LaFayette  to  visit  Miss  Ima  Lyon. 

August  6th:  James  came  in  from  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  to 
spend  a  few  days.  .  .  .  August  11th:  James  returned  to  Charlotte. 
August  24th:  Ruth’s  father,  W.  C.  Day,  came  over  from  Cleveland 
on  his  way  to  Adair,  Indian  Territory,  to  visit  his  son,  Dr.  W.  A. 
Day.  .  .  .  August  28th:  Mr.  Day  left  tonight  by  way  of  St.  Louis 
for  Adair,  Indian  Territory. 

September  13th:  Opened  our  fourth  year  in  Logan  College,  with 
99  pupils,  40  of  them  boarders.  During  the  first  week  attendance 
increased  to  113  of  whom  48  are  boarders.  Today  I  sent  to  our  son 
James,  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  $1,800  to  be  deposited  in  three 
banks  and  to  draw  4  per  cent  interest  .  .  .  September  16th:  Bank 
deposits  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina, — One  4  per  cent  certificate  for 
$600  in  Commercial  National  Bank;  same  for  $600  in  Southern  States 
Trust  Company;  same  for  $600  in  Charlotte  National  Bank.  All  these 
certificates  are  made  payable  to  the  order  of  B.  E.  Atkins  .  .  .  Sept¬ 
ember  20th:  School  has  been  in  session  two  weeks.  The  enrollment 
has  reached  118,  number  enrolled  during  all  of  last  year.  Up  to  this 
time  50  boarders  have  entered  but  three  of  these  “faded  out”  (home¬ 
sickness)  by  the  end  of  the  first  week  .  .  .  September  26th:  Came 
up  to  Litchfield,  Kentucky,  to  attend  conference;  went  over  to  Gray¬ 
son  Springs  to  spend  the  night  where  Ruth,  Bennie  and  Kate  were. 

October  3rd:  Ruth  and  I  returned  from  conference  at  Litchfield, 
where  we  spent  a  week  very  pleasantly.  We  were  entertained  by  Mr. 
Roswell  Lowery,  who  was  exceedingly  kind  to  us.  Brother  James  was 
at  the  conference,  spending  a  day  and  night.  I  had  not  seen  him  for 
more  than  two  years  .  .  .  October  11th:  Mary,  Lillian  and  I  were 
present  in  Rossville,  Georgia,  at  the  marriage  of  my  niece,  Mary  Lizzie 
McFarland,  to  Wiley  Groom  Haddock,  of  Piscola,  Quitman  county, 
Georgia.  Brother  James  performed  the  ceremony  .  .  .  October  27th: 
Attended  meeting  of  district  stewards  for  the  Russellville  district  at 
Allensville,  Kentucky.  Took  dinner  and  supper  with  Mr.  C.  D.  Shinnick, 
cashier  of  the  bank.  Mrs.  Shinnick’s  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Lewis  Hans¬ 
ford,  is  a  sister  of  Reverend  John  and  Jas.  A.  Lewis  of  the  Louisville 
conference  and  has  a  striking  resemblance  to  her  brother  James. 

November  18th:  City  water  was  introduced  into  the  Logan  Col¬ 
lege  premises. 

December  10th:  Letter  from  James  says  he  has  taken  a  $2,000 
policy  in  the  Penn  Mutual  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  $2,000  in  the  Greens- 
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boro  Life  of  Greensboro.  Policies,  he  says,  are  in  the  vault  of  The  Obser¬ 
ver  at  Charlotte  .  .  .  December  21st:  All  the  teachers  and  pupils  went 
home  for  Christmas  and  we  are  having  a  pleasant,  quiet  time  with  only 
the  family  in  the  college  .  .  .  December  22nd:  Mattie  Day  arrived 
from  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  to  make  her  home  with  us. 

1906 

January  3rd:  Reopened  school  after  a  pleasant  and  quiet  vacation 
of  about  two  weeks  .  .  .  January  5th:  Sent  to  James  at  Charlotte 
$600  to  be  loaned  at  4  per  cent  interest  .  .  .  Received  from  James  a 
$600  certificate  of  the  Charlotte  Trust  Company.  This  makes  $2,400 
on  certificates  in  four  Charlotte  banks  .  .  .  January  13th:  Ruth  and 
I  arrived  at  Cleveland  to  look  after  Mr.  W.  C.  Day,  Ruth’s  father. 

.  .  .  January  15th:  Went  to  Knoxville  to  see  brother  Jack;  found  him 
quite  sick  but  improving  .  .  .  January  18th:  Spent  the  day  in  Nashville 
en  route  home  from  Cleveland.  Took  dinner  with  James’  family  .  .  . 
January  24th:  Took  a  party  of  college  girls  and  teachers  to  Nashville 
to  witness  “Ben  Hur”  at  the  Vendome.  Good  play.  Excellent  in  its 
representation  of  Biblical  scenes. 

March  24th:  Miss  Edgar  J.  Richardson,  of  Iuka,  Mississippi,  our 
art  teacher,  died  in  Logan  College.  Drs.  Walter  Byrne  and  J.  K.  Piper 
worked  hard  with  her  from  11  o’clock  till  death  came.  Every  effort 
was  made  by  them  and  my  family  and  the  teachers  to  save  her  but  all 
in  vain.  Between  4  and  5  o’clock  Saturday  evening  all  the  college  family 
marched  in  solemn  procession  with  the  remains  and  I  started  with  them 
to  Atlanta.  Her  father  and  mother,  from  Iuka,  and  her  brother,  W.  L. 
Richardson,  of  Marietta,  Georgia,  joined  me  between  Chattanooga  and 
Atlanta,  at  which  point  we  parted,  they  going  on  to  Watkinsville, 
Georgia,  with  the  remains  .  .  .  March  25th:  Spent  today  in  Atlanta, 
this  being  my  first  visit  to  the  city.  Went  to  Trinity  church  and  heard 
Dr.  J.  W.  Lee  in  a  plain  but  very  impressive  sermon.  After  dinner 
I  walked  most  of  the  afternoon.  Visited  the  State  capital  which  is  not 
far  from  the  W.  &  A.  carshed.  Returned  to  Russellville  Monday,  the 
26th,  and  resumed  my  class  work  in  the  college.  This  death  was  a 
sad  occasion  for  the  college  home.  It  was  our  first  experience  of  this 
kind  in  our  long  college  career. 

May  19th:  Today  about  5  p.  m.  was  born  to  Emmet  and  Kate 
Atkins  in  Logan  College  a  son  who  will  be  called  James  Murrey  (our 
first  grandchild).  Attending  physician  was  Dr.  Walter  Byrne,  nurse 
Aunt  Emma  Carr.  Kate’s  mother,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Murrey,  from  Lewisburg, 
Tennessee,  was  present.  Tonight  our  senior  reception  was  given  on 
the  campus  under  electric  lights  installed  for  the  purpose.  It  was  a 
pleasant  occasion,  but  this  was  rather  a  mixture  of  experiences  .  .  . 
May  20th:  Commencement  sermon  by  Dr.  U.  G.  Foote,  of  Lexington, 
Kentucky.  Able  sermon  and  listened  to  by  large  audience  .  .  .  May 
21st:  Annual  concert  which  was  good  and  had  the  best  crowd  we  have 
had  at  one  of  these  events  .  .  .  May  22nd:  Graduation  day.  Salutatory 
by  Miss  Anna  D.  Bailey,  of  Olmstead,  Kentucky;  valedictory  by  Miss 
Mable  Ryland,  of  Russellville.  Address  by  Dr.  Foote.  Essay  medal, 
given  this  year  by  Mrs.  Atkins,  was  awarded  to  Miss  Attie  Cobb,  of 
Olmstead.  Eleven  girls  graduated  with  A.  B.  degrees.  Miss  Lillian 
J.  Atkins  received  diploma  in  piano  and  Miss  Annie  J.  McKay,  of  Orange, 
Texas,  diploma  in  expression.  This  has  been  our  best  year  so  far  at 
Logan  College.  Enrollment  138.  Of  these  59  were  boarders,  most  of 
whom  were  here  all  the  year  and  the  house  was  full  as  it  would  hold. 

June  1st:  Returned  from  Providence,  Kentucky,  where  I  attended  * 
district  conference  of  Henderson  district,  Rev.  B.  F.  Orr  presiding  elder. 
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Was  entertained  at  the  home  of  Mr.  A.  Nisownger,  merchant  of  the 
town.  Providence  is  quite  a  good  town,  located  in  a  fine  section  of 
the  country  .  .  .  June  4th:  W.  C.  Day,  Ruth’s  father,  came  from 
Cleveland,  Tennessee.  Walter  Townsend  brought  him.  Sent  $1,200 
to  James  at  Charlotte  to  be  either  loaned  or  invested  .  .  .  June  6th: 
Returned  from  district  conference  of  Elizabethtown  district  held  at 
Hodgenville  in  LaRue  county,  Reverend  P.  C.  Duvall  presiding.  Spent 
Tuesday  night,  the  5th,  at  Mr.  W.  W.  Gannaway’s  home  about  five 
miles  west,  whose  daughter  Allie,  has  been  a  student  in  Logan  College 
for  two  years.  Was  entertained  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Burba,  a  merchant. 
.  .  .  June  8th:  Returned  from  district  conference  of  Russellville  district, 
held  at  Pembroke,  Dr.  R.  W.  Browder  presiding  elder.  Was  entertained 
at  the  Ackerman  Hotel  near  depot,  excellent  place  to  stay  .  .  .  June 
15th:  Bennie  Weaver  and  I  returned  from  Louisville  whither  we  went 
on  the  13th  on  occasion  of  the  Kentucky  Homecoming.  A  vast  throng 
was  in  the  city,  many  of  them  Kentuckians  who  had  moved  to  other 
states.  We  stayed  at  the  home  of  Reverend  J.  S.  Chandler,  3319  High 
Avenue,  in  the  part  of  the  city  known  as  Portland,  which  was  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Louisville.  Thursday  evening  we  took  supper  in  company 
with  Reverend  Tom  J.  Newell,  of  Paduchah,  Kentucky,  with  Professor 
H.  K.  Taylor  at  Beechmont,  near  the  city,  where  he  has  a  fine  train¬ 
ing  school  for  boys  .  .  .  June  28th:  At  8:30  p.  m.  in  the  Methodist 
church  in  Dunlap,  Tennessee,  our  second  son,  James,  was  married' to 
Miss  Vinnie  L.  Stewart,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Reverend  A.  D. 
Stewart  of  the  Holston  Conference.  All  the  family  were  present  ex¬ 
cept  Emmet  and  Kate.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  bride’s 
father.  My  niece,  Mrs.  Wiley  G.  Haddock  (Mary  Lizzie  McFarland), 
of  Quitman,  Georgia,  was  among  the  guests  .  .  .  June  29th:  This 
morning  our  party,  including  James  and  Vinnie,  also  Mary  Lizzie  and 
a  Miss  Moody  from  Georgia,  came  to  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  where  we 
had  to  reman  until  2:40  p.  m.,  taking  train  for  Russellville,  where  we 
arrived  at  1:00  o’clock  that  night. 

July  3rd:  After  spending  three  days  with  us  James  and  Vinnie 
left  at  4  o’clock  this  morning  for  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  where 
they  will  make  their  home,  James  having  been  for  some  time  past 
state  news  editor  of  The  Charlotte  Observer  .  .  .  July  22nd:  Telegram 
announcing  death  of  our  oldest  brother,  Joseph  Jackson  Atkins.  I  left 
at  9:30  p.  m.  for  Knoxville  .  .  .  June  23rd:  Arrived  in  Knoxville  at 
2  p.  m.  Brother  Jack’s  funeral  began  at  3  in  Church  Street  Church, 
conducted  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Perry,  pastor.  Remains  were  accompanied 
by  Elks  and  entire  police  force  of  which  he  had  been  the  chief  for  al¬ 
most  twenty  years.  The  occasion  was  very  impressive.  The  home  was 
filled  with  friends  of  Jack’s,  of  whom  he  had  more  than  most  men, 
as  he  was  very  popular,  having  been  a  kindly  and  influential  citizen 
of  Knoxville  for  nearly  40  years.  Born  at  Athens,  Tennessee,  May  20, 
1847,  he  was  59  years,  2  months  and  two  days  old.  Jack  was  a  noble, 
kind-hearted  man;  6  feet  2  inches  and  of  fine  personal  appearance. 

August  8th:  Returned  to  Russellville  after  a  ten  days  trip  in  the 
interest  of  Logan  College,  during  which  I  visited  the  following  towns 
in  Kentucky,  Providence,  Divon,  Sebree,  Henderson  Corydon,  Morgan- 
field,  Uniontown,  Henshaw,  Sturgis,  Marion,  Princeton,  Cerulean,  Eddy- 
ville  and  Central  City  .  .  .  August  23rd:  Mary  and  Mattie  returned 
from  a  two-weeks  visit  to  Pulaski,  Tennessee  .  .  .  August  24th:  Lillian 
returned  after  a  six-weeks  stay  in  Cincinnati  Conservatory  of  Music, 
studying  violin  and  guitar  .  .  .  August  25th:  Prohibition  election  today 
in  Russellville  went  in  favor  of  retaining  the  saloons  by  a  majority  of 
67.  This  was  much  less  majority  than  the  whiskey  men  expected  .  .  . 
August  28th:  Emmet  and  his  grandfather,  W.  C.  Day,  left  for  Vinita, 
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Indian  Territory,  where  Mr.  Day  will  spend  the  winter  with  his  son, 
Dr.  W.  A.  Day,  near  Big  Cabin. 

September  5th:  Opened  our  fifth  year  in  Logan  College  with  about 
90  pupils  the  first  day,  of  these  48  being  boarders.  The  year  bids 
fair  to  be  a  very  successful  one.  We  have  five  new  teachers,  Mrs. 
Nettie  L.  Keirulff,  Birmingham,  Alabama;  Mrs.  Grace  Gerrettson,  of 
Russellville;  Miss  Maude  Mann,  of  Keytesville,  Missouri;  Miss  Clara 
B.  Lindley,  of  Hamilton,  Missouri;  Miss  Amelia  F.  C.  Cox,  of  Charlottes¬ 
ville,  Virginia  .  .  .  September  10th:  Lillian  left  to  take  her  place  as 
teacher  of  violin  and  piano  in  Centenary  College,  Cleveland,  Tennessee. 
This  is  her  first  experience  away  from  home  as  a  teacher. 

October  13th:  Sent  James  W.  Atkins  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina, 
$4,200  to  invest  in  The  Gastonia  Gazette,  a  semi-weekly  paper  owned 
and  published  by  W.  F.  Marshall  at  Gastonia,  North  Carolina  .  .  . 
October  20th:  The  amount  actually  realized  on  the  $4,200  above  re¬ 
ferred  to  was  $4,187.40  so  today  I  sent  James  $312.60,  making  a  total 
of  $4,500  invested  in  The  Gazette,  $500  of  which  is  to  make  outside 
purchases  and  take  care  of  current  expenses. 

November  1st:  James  closed  deal  for  purchase  of  The  Gastonia 
Gazette  on  terms  above  mentioned  and  took  charge  of  same. 

December  20th:  Went  to  Nashville  to  meet  Lillian,  returning  from 
Centenary  College  to  spend  Christmas  at  home  .  .  .  December  31st: 
Deposited  in  Citizens  National  Bank,  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  $400. 

1907 

January  1st:  School  reopened  today.  Only  about  one  dozen  of 
the  50  girls  got  back  on  time,  but  most  of  them  returned  during  the 
week.  We  lost  ten  of  our  boarding  girls  and  got  three  new  ones,  Kate 
Hogard,  of  Greensburg;  Willie  Peterson,  of  Raywick;  and  Margaret 
Mann,  of  Louisville. 

February  16th:  Sent  James  $500  to  be  invested  in  Citizens  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  on  certificate  of  deposit  at  5 
per  cent. 

March  16th:  Returned  from  Cincinnati  whither  I  went  to  place 
Bennie  Weaver,  our  youngest  girl,  in  the  Conservatory  of  Music  for 
special  study  on  violin  and  piano. 

May  21st:  Closed  our  fifth  year  in  Logan  College,  Russellville, 
Kentucky.  Had  seven  graduates:  Ethel  O.  Arnold,  of  Lewisburg,  Ken¬ 
tucky;  Iva  H.  Baggett,  of  Russellville;  Gussie  Buckner,  of  Woodburn; 
Mary  S.  Hogard,  of  Greensburg;  Ida  J.  Lynn  and  Helen  W.  Roach, 
of  Olmstead,  and  Ima  Lyon,  of  LaFayette.  The  essay  medal,  given 
this  year  by  Phil  C.  Andrews,  was  won  by  Ima  Lyon.  On  Sunday,  the 
19th,  Dr.  J.  A.  Burrow,  of  Nashville,  preached  the  commencement 
sermon  on  “The  Resurrection”.  The  concerts  on  Friday  and  Monday 
nights  were  good.  The  cash  income  this  year  will  be  about  $10,500, 
besides  about  $1,000  in  good  notes  and  accounts.  This  is  about  the 
same  as  last  year.  College  and  family  expenses  will  be  about  $7,000. 
.  .  .  May  23rd:  Lillian  returned  from  her  school  at  Sutherland,  Florida. 
May  25th:  Bennie  Weaver  returned  from  the  Conservatory  of  Music 
at  Cincinnati. 

June  1st:  Returned  from  visiting  during  the  week  three  district 
conferences  at  Eddyville,  Sturgis  and  Brandenburg.  At  Eddyville 
stopped  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  L.  D.  Robertson,  mother  of  Miss  Mamye 
who  attended  Logan  College  the  past  year.  At  Sturgis  I  stopped  with 
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Reverend  J.  T.  Rushing  at  Mr.  Goad’s;  Brandenburg  at  hotel  kept  by 
Mrs.  Owings;  Returned  by  way  of  Louisville.  .  .  .  June  4th:  Emmet, 
Kate  and  little  James  Murrey  went  to  Lewisburg,  Tennessee,  where 
they  will  spend  a  few  weeks  and  then  go  to  Gastonia,  North  Carolina, 
to  join  James  and  Vinnie  in  newspaper  work  and  to  make  their  per¬ 
manent  home  .  .  .  June  7th:  Ruth’s  father,  W.  C.  Day,  died  at  Big 
Cabin,  Indian  Territory.  On  December  13th  next  he  would  have  been 
80  years  old  .  .  .  June  9th:  Went  to  Cleveland  to  attend  Mr.  Day’s 
funeral  .  .  .  June  10th:  This  morning  at  9  o’clock  we  laid  Mr.  W.  C. 
Day  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  beside  his  wife 
who  was  buried  there  four  years  ago  and  Sue  who  was  buried  there 
two  years  ago  .  .  .  June  12th:  Spent  today  in  Chattanooga.  Went 
to  Rossville,  Georgia,  to  see  Foster  McFarland  where  I  met  T.  L.  Bryan, 
who  is  in  very  bad  health.  I  think  he  will  not  live  a  year.  Visited 
Frank  Atkins’  two  girls  at  South  Long  Street,  Ethel,  who  married  Frank 
A.  Puffer,  a  Northern  man,  and  Eula,  Frank’s  oldest  girl.  Met  Elbert 
Atkins,  Frank’s  son,  clerk  at  Spargue’s  restaurant  on  Market  street. 
Also  met  Clyde  and  Clifford  Atkins,  clerking  at  Embry  &  Pettus  drug 
store  and  at  Voight’s  drug  store.  These  are  sons  of  Madison  Atkins 
and  grandsons  of  uncle  Dr.  William  Atkins  .  .  .  June  13th:  Arrived 
at  home.  Albert  (Dr.  W.  A.)  Day  and  daughter  Polly  came  with  us 
to  spend  two  days  .  .  .  June  14th:  Bought  from  W.  A.  Day,  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  W.  C.  Day,  four  land  notes  of  $300  each.  Paid  him 
$1,110  of  which  $364  was  a  note  of  W.  C.  Day’s  to  me.  Paid  balance, 
$746  in  cash. 

July  9th:  Telegram  from  James  at  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  an¬ 
nouncing  the  birth  to  him  and  Vinnie  of  a  son  at  3:30  p.  m.  They  call 
the  boy  Benjamin  Emmet,  hence  he  is  “B.  E.,  Junior”  .  .  .  July  10th: 
Ruth  and  Mary  went  to  Franklin,  Kentucky,  to  spend  awhile  for  Ruth’s 
health. 

August  20th:  Received  certificate  of  deposit  from  Gaston  Loan 
&  Trust  Company,  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  for  $350,  bearing  5  per 
cent  interest. 

September  4th:  Begin  our  sixth  year  in  Logan  College  with  81 
pupils.  Number  of  boarders  was  much  smaller  than  last  year,  being 
only  25  actually  in,  but  several  resistrants  were  late  in  coming.  The 
town  patronage  seems  better  than  usual  .  .  .  September  16th:  At 
the  end  of  the  first  two  weeks  the  enrollment  had  increased  to  101 
pupils,  of  whom  34  are  boarders  with  four  registered  yet  to  come  .  .  . 
September  17th:  Lillian  and  Bennie  Weaver  left  for  their  respective 
places  of  work.  The  former  to  resume  her  place  as  teacher  of  violin 
and  piano  in  the  Centenary  Female  College,  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  and 
the  latter  to  enter  on  her  first  year  as  teacher  of  violin  and  piano 
at  Athens  Female  College,  Athens,  Alabama. 

October  8th:  Ruth  and  I  went  to  Nashville  on  our  way  to  Gastonia, 
North  Carolina.  After  spending  most  of  the  day  there  we  went  on 
to  Athens,  Alabama,  where  Bennie  Weaver  is  teaching  in  the  girls’ 
college  under  Miss  Mary  M.  Moore.  Bennie  met  us  at  the  depot  and 
we  went  to  the  hotel  and  spent  the  night.  .  .  .  October  9th:  After 
spending  the  day  pleasantly  with  Bennie  Weaver  and  visiting  the  Athens 
College  we  went  down  to  Decatur,  Alabama,  to  get  a  train  for  Cleve¬ 
land  where  Lillian  is  teaching  in  Centenary  College  .  .  .  October  10th: 
Arrived  in  Cleveland  at  8  a.  m.  Lillian  met  us  and  we  went  to  the 
Stamper  House  where  we  remained  until  after  supper,  having  visited 
the  college  during  the  afternoon.  After  supper  we  visited  Dr.  George 
W.  Day  until  10  o’clock  when  to  took  a  sleeper  for  Asheville,  North 
Carolina,  arriving  there  about  5  in  the  morning.  In  Cleveland  I  collected 
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balance  on  Day  farm  notes  from  G.  W.  Brockway,  $962.75.  Adding 
to  this  $962.75  from  Brockway  $37.25  I  took  a  certificate  of  deposit 
from  the  First  National  Bank  of  Gastonia  for  $1,000,  bearing  5  per 
cent  interest  .  .  .  October  11th:  Arrived  in  Gastonia  after  having 
spent  most  of  the  day  in  Spartanburg.  Emmet  and  James  met  us 
with  a  surry  and  we  went  to  their  home  on  Franklin  avenue,  about 
two  blocks  east  of  the  Narrow  Guage  .  .  .  October  16th:  Ruth  and 
I  went  from  Gastonia  to  China  Grove  to  spend  a  day  with  brother 
George  and  family.  This  short  visit  we  enjoyed  very  much.  George 
and  Minnie  have  three  nice-looking,  well-behaved  girls — Frances  13, 
Josephine  11  and  Janice  7  .  .  .  October  17th:  Returned  to  Gastonia 
from  China  Grove.  Purchased  from  Ed  F.  Wilson  another  lot  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  one  formerly  purchased  from  him  located  on  the  corner  of 
Franklin  avenue  and  Second  street  (now  Willow),  the  two  fronting 
143  feet  on  Franklin  and  running  back  150  feet,  the  two  costing  $1,300; 
paid  cash  .  .  .  October  22nd:  After  spending  ten  days  most  delight¬ 
fully  with  Emmet  and  James  and  their  families  in  Gastonia,  I  took 
a  sleeper  at  11  p.  m.  for  Atlanta  where  I  arrived  at  5  in  the  morning. 
Spent  first  half  of  the  day  with  Professor  Tom  Bryan  and  family, 
532  Cortland  street.  Went  to  top  of  Candler  building,  17  stories,  and 
had  a  fine  view  of  the  city.  After  dinner  I  went  on  the  street  car  to 
Decatur,  six  miles  and  then  out  on  Peachtree  street  which  is  said  to 
be  the  best  residence  part  of  the  city  .  .  .  October  23rd:  After  an 
absence  of  two  weeks  and  one  day,  reached  Russellville  again.  This 
is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  left  the  college  to  make  a  visit.  Dur¬ 
ing  my  absence  Mary  and  the  teachers  carried  on  the  school  admirably. 
The  visit  was  one  of  genuine  pleasure  and  benefit.  I  left  Ruth  in 
Gastonia  to  spend  several  weeks  more  with  Emmet  and  James. 

November  12th:  Spent  the  day  in  Nashville  with  my  brother, 
Bishop  James  Atkins,  who  was  returning  to  Waynesville  from  Palo 
Alto,  California,  where  he  left  his  wife  and  son  James  to  spend  the 
winter.  We  dined  at  the  Maxwell  House  in  company  with  Dr.  R.  G. 
Waterhouse,  president  of  Emory  &  Henry  College;  Professor  W.  R. 
Webb,  president  of  the  Webb  School  at  Bellbuckle,  and  Dr.  J.  D.  Ham¬ 
mond,  educational  secretary  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South. 

December  21st:  Mary,  Mattie  and  I  went  to  Nashville  and  met 
mamma,  Lillian  and  Bennie  returning  home  to  spend  the  holidays. 

1908 

January  1st:  Bennie  Weaver  returned  to  her  place  at  Athens, 
Alabama.  Three  new  girls  entered  Logan  College  from  Canner,  Ken¬ 
tucky  .  .  .  January  3rd:  Lillian  returned  to  her  place  at  Centenary 
College,  Cleveland,  Tennessee. 

February  24th:  Purchased  an  $800  5  per  cent  certificate  of  deposit 
in  Citizens  National  Bank,  Gastonia,  North  Carolina. 

March  30th:  Purchased  a  $500  five  per  cent  certificate  of  deposit 
in  the  First  National  Bank,  Gastonia,  North  Carolina. 

May  15th:  Begins  our  sixth  commencement  in  Logan  College  with 
a  play  given  by  Mrs.  Nettie  L.  Keirluff  .  .  .  May  16th:  Senior  reception 
on  campus  under  electric  lights.  Nice  crowd  and  pleasant  occasion. 
.  .  .  May  17th:  Commencement  sermon  by  Dr.  Frank  M.  Thomas, 
pastor  of  Settle  Memorial  Church,  Owensboro,  Kentucky.  Dr.  Thomas 
also  preached  a  fine  sermon  at  night  .  .  .  May  18th:  Class  Day 
exercises  in  chapel,  prepared  by  Miss  Sarah  E.  Burges,  chapel  teacher, 
of  Richmond,  Virginia.  At  night  the  annual  concert  was  given  .  .  . 
May  19th:  Graduating  exercises  and  address  by  Dr.  Frank  M.  Thomas. 
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Diplomas  were  awarded  to  Misses  Jennie  Pollard  Coleman,  Gracey, 
Kentucky;  Lillian  Lee  Clark,  Margaret  E.  Dunford,  Elizabeth  Kevil, 
Kathleen  O’Connell  and  Nanabel  Sturges,  of  Russellville,  Kentucky; 
Annie  Knapp  Gill,  of  Olmstead,  Kentucky;  Mae  E.  Korb,  of  Sebree, 
Kentucky;  and  Evelyn  G.  Young,  of  Olmstead,  Kentucky.  Certificates 
in  English  to  Miss  Maggie  Hendrix  Chandler,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
and  expression  diploma  to  Miss  Annie  K.  Gill,  of  Olmstead,  Kentucky. 
Essay  medal,  furnished  this  year  by  Dr.  Walter  Byrne,  was  award¬ 
ed  to  Miss  Annie  K.  Gill.  This  was  a  fairly  successful  year.  Total 
revenue,  $10,803  .  .  .  May  21st  and  22nd:  Attended  district  conference 
at  Smith’s  Grove.  Stayed  with  old  Mr.  McDaniel  and  his  son-in-law, 
Druggist  Eding  .  .  .  May  28th  and  29th:  Attended  district  conference 
at  Greensburg,  Kentucky. 

June  2nd:  Mamma  and  Mary  left  for  Gastonia  to  spend  the 
summer  with  our  sons,  Emmet  and  James  .  .  .  June  4th:  Returned 
from  district  conference  at  South  Carrollton,  Kentucky.  Stayed  at 
James  Morgan’s  .  .  .  June  10th:  Returned  from  district  conference 
at  Slaughterville.  Stayed  with  Mr.  Brooks,  cashier  of  the  bank,  whose 
mother  was  educated  at  Logan  College  .  .  .  June  11th:  Left  Russell¬ 
ville  for  Cleveland,  where  Lillian  and  Bennie  were  visiting  Emily  and 
Belle  Jory.  At  10:30  night  of  the  12th,  we  three  took  a  sleeper  for 
Asheville  and  arrived  in  Gastonia  at  5:25  p.  m.  Saturday,  the  13th. 
Found  Mary  had  been  taken  down  the  day  before  with  fever.  Found 
our  new  10-room  house  on  Franklin  avenue  far  advanced  and  the  boys 
moving  along  well  with  their  newspaper  work  .  .  .  June  24th:  George 
Jenkins  took  James  and  me  to  Charlotte  to  the  Democratic  convention 
in  his  automobile.  We  made  the  24  miles  in  one  hour  and  twenty 
minutes  .  .  .  June  25th:  Emmet,  Kate  and  James  Murrey  left  for 
Lewisburg,  Tennessee. 

July  10th:  Emmet  returned  from  Tennessee,  leaving  Kate  and 
James  Murrey  there  .  .  .  July  11th:  Moved  the  family  into  our  new 
house  at  corner  of  Franklin  avenue  and  Willow  street.  It  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  house,  six  rooms  below  and  four  above.  All  large  rooms,  nicely 
stained  and  varnished  in  imitation  oak  below  and  cherry  above;  with 
handsome  cabinet  mantels  and  tiling;  city  water  and  electric  lights. 
This  is  where  the  two  boys  are  to  live  and  is  to  be  our  home  when 
we  quit  college  work.  The  total  cost  was  $3,300.  It  was  built  by 
C.  L.  Grigg  .  .  .  July  14th:  After  spending  three  days  in  the  new  home, 
I  left  this  morning  for  China  Grove  and  spent  a  day  and  night  with 
brother  George  and  family  .  .  .  July  15th:  This  morning  George  came 
with  me  to  Salisbury  and  we  stayed  together  until  10  o’clock  when 
he  went  back  and  I  took  the  train  for  Asheville  to  go  out  to  Waynes- 
ville  to  spend  the  night  with  brother  James  (Bishop  Atkins).  At 
Hickory  James  and  Vinnie  and  their  baby,  Ben  Emmet,  joined  me, 
having  come  up  from  Gastonia  on  the  C.  &  N.-W.  We  traveled  to¬ 
gether  to  Asheville.  They  went  on  to  Knoxville  and  I  went  out  to 
Waynesville.  James  has  a  most  beautiful  home  (“Brannercrest”)  with 
magnificent  mountain  scenery  on  every  side  .  .  .  July  16th:  James 
was  called  by  telegram  to  go  to  Oklahoma  and  so  he  and  I  left 
Waynesville  and  traveled  together  as  far  as  Knoxville.  He  went  on 
to  Nashville  and  I  went  out  in  the  city  and  stayed  with  Mary  Ellis 
Burrows,  brother  Jack’s  oldest  daughter,  till  bed  time,  then  went  to 
the  Imperial  Hotel  for  the  night  .  .  .  July  17th:  At  6:30  a.  m.  I 
went  to  the  depot  to  start  for  Russellville  by  way  of  Chattanooga 
and  Nashville  .  James  and .  Vinnie  joined  me  again  having  spent  the 
intervening  time  at  Fountain  City  (suburb  of  Knoxville)  with  Reverend 
R.  A.  Stewart,  Vinnie’s  brother,  pastor  at  that  place.  We  were  to¬ 
gether  in  Chattanooga  till  2:40  p.  m.  when  they  left  for  Jasper  and 
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at  11  that  night  I  started  for  Nashville  .  .  .  July  18th:  Arrived  in 
Nashville  early.  Visited  Charlie  Atkins.  Left  at  4  p.  m.  for  Russell¬ 
ville.  While  in  Asheville  for  an  hour  or  two  on  Thursday,  James 
and  I  visited  the  old  Asheville  Female  College  where  we  spent  15  years 
of  hard  work;  also  visited  the  home  I  built  on  corner  Woodfin  and 
Locust  streets. 

September  9th:  Opened  our  seventh  year  in  Logan  College  with 
44  boarding  girls  and  30  town  girls.  Primary  and  lower  grades  were 
cut  out  by  new  grade  school  to  be  opened  in  new  building  opposite 
the  college  .  .  .  September  26th:  Mamma,  Mary  and  Lillian  arrived 
in  Franklin,  Kentucky,  from  Gastonia,  North  Carolina.  They  stopped 
in  Franklin  for  Dr.  W.  A.  Guthrie  to  treat  Mary,  who  has  been  down 
with  fever  since  June  11th. 

November  3rd:  Bought  for  Mary  a  pony  (“Gypsie”)  and  a  trap 
for  $215  .  .  .  November  21st:  After  8  weeks  treatment  in  Franklin, 
Mary,  mamma  and  Lillian  drove  from  Franklin  to  Russellville,  so  we 
are  all  together  again.  The  dear  child  looks  bad  and  has  a  bad  cough. 

December  22nd:  Adjourned  for  Christmas  holidays,  to  last  just 
two  weeks.  Most  of  the  girls  and  teachers  went  home  .  .  .  December 
24th:  Lillian  and  I  went  to  Nashville  and  spent  the  day.  Bought  me 
a  handsome  overcoat,  presented  by  the  children,  and  a  long  cloak  for 
Lillian. 

1909 

January  5th:  Most  of  the  girls  returned  tonight.  We  lost  six  girls 
and  gained  one,  Edith  Martin  .  .  .  January  11th:  At  9:30  p.  m.  James 
arrived  from  Gastonia  to  take  his  mother  and  sisters  to  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  whither  they  go  for  Mary’s  health  .  .  .  January  13th:  At  4:50 
p.  m.  James  with  mother  and  two  sisters,  Mary  and  Lillian,  left  for 
San  Antonio  by  way  of  Nashville  and  New  Orleans.  They  expect  to 
arrive  there  about  6  p.  m.  Friday,  the  15th.  This  leaves  Bennie  Weaver 
and  myself  all  alone.  We  hated  to  see  them  go,  but  it  seemed  necessary. 
The  roundtrip  tickets  for  the  four  cost  $159.80.  Pullman  berths  were 
reserved  for  them  at  Nashville  and  New  Orleans.  (This  was  the  last 
entry  father  made  in  his  diary.  Six  weeks  later,  on  February  25,  1909, 
he  died  almost  suddenly — Editors.) 

FEBRUARY  25,  1909 

(The  following  entry  at  the  end  of  his  diary  was  made  by  his 
youngest  daughter,  Bennie  Weaver  Atkins,  now  Mrs.  Claude  R.  Miller, 
of  Huntington,  West  Virginia,  the  only  member  of  the  family  who 
was  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  death.) 

“With  equal  pace  impartial  fate 
Knocks  alike  at  the  palace  and  the  cottage  gate.” 

Tonight  at  10  o’clock  grim  death  entered  our  home  and  snatched 
from  us  our  loving  father.  Another  home  saddened;  another  family 
broken-hearted.  The  home  ties  are  now  broken  because  the  strongest, 
most  loving  and  best  of  fathers  has  been  taken  from  us,  leaving  us 
now  to  decide,  plan  and  consider  for  ourselves.  We  all  depended  upon 
him  too  much  and  I  fear  that,  in  our  ignorance,  we  let  his  burden 
weigh  too  heavily  on  his  always  willing  shoulders.  But,  it’s  too  late. 
We  can  only  atone  by  trying  to  pattern  our  lives  after  his,  for  his 
was  the  truest,  noblest,  most  helpful  and  most  unselfish  life  any  man 
ever  lived.  Father  was  taken  sick  on  Saturday,  February  20th,  but 
he  seemed  not  to  suffer  any  pain  save  from  short  breathing  and  that 
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passed  off  after  a  short  while.  He  was  up  and  did  his  teaching 
up  to  the  very  last,  having  called  Dr.  Piper  at  8  o’clock  on  Wednes¬ 
day  night  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  at  10  o’clock  Thursday 
night  he  suffered  at  intervals  from  short  breathing,  but  he  never  for 
even  a  moment  lost  consciousness.  All  day  Thursday  he  knew  every¬ 
thing  that  was  done,  each  time  thanking  us  for  everythng  we  did 
to  try  to  relieve  his  suffering.  He  gave  explicit  directions  as  to  the 
details  of  his  business  and  only  a  short  while  before  his  death  he  called 
Walker,  the  Negro  janitor,  to  him  and  told  him  to  keep  everything 
right  up  to  the  notch  and  to  do  things  just  as  he  had  done  them  before. 
There  were  a  number  of  friends  in  the  room  when  he  breathed  his 
last.  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Trimble  and  Mr.  Cherry  were  standing  by  the 
bed.  His  last  mention  of  the  family  was  this:  “I  expect  if  mamma 
and  the  children  knew  how  sick  I  was  last  night  they  would  be  worried 
about  me”.  Dr.  Guthrie  came  down  from  Franklin  but  was  too  late 
to  do  anything.  Dr.  Piper  was  the  attending  physician.  He  called 
in  Dr.  Alderson.  Everything  was  done  to  relieve  that  the  doctors 
could  do  but  all  to  no  avail.  Father  said  he  wasn’t  afraid  to  die  and 
he  breathed  his  last  with  my  arms  around  him.  Emmet  came  from 
Gastonia  by  Guthrie,  20  miles  from  Russellville,  driving  that  distance 
and  arrving  here  at  1  p.  m.  Friday.  Uncle  James  (Bishop  Atkins), 
came  Saturday  night  from  Waynesville,  North  Carolina,  and  mamma 
and  James  arrived  from  Boerne,  Texas,  Sunday  morning  accompanied 
by  Vinnie,  James’  wife,  and  their  son  Ben.  Mary  was  sick  in  Boerne, 
Texas,  and  Lillian  stayed  with  her. 


At  2  o’clock  Sunday  afternoon  the  funeral  was  held  at  the  Methodist 
church.  No  sermon  was  preached  but  resolutions  were  read  from  the 
business  men  of  Russellville,  from  the  teachers,  pupils  and  board  of 
trustees  of  the  college.  Then  Uncle  James  made  a  talk,  recalling 
many  instances  of  his  and  father’s  associations  together  in  youth  and 
manhood.  His  tribute  was  a  beautiful  one.  We  laid  him  to  rest  in 
Maplewood  Cemetery  on  Mrs.  Nannie  Collins’  lot  until  arrangements 
could  be  made  to  move  his  body  to  Gastonia,  North  Carolina.  The 
casket  was  covered  with  beautiful  floral  designs,  the  parting  tribute 
of  his  many  friends. 


There  was  never  a  more  loving  father,  nobler  man  or  truer 
Christian.  His  life  was  one  of  sacrifices  for  others.  Everybody  was 
his  friend,  nobody  his  enemy.  But  God  saw  fit  to  take  him  from  us, 
but  there’s  a  time  coming  when  we  will  all  be  together  again.  If  we 
live  our  lives  as  he  lived  his,  we  shall  have  nothing  to  fear. 


END. 
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DEATHS  AND  FUNERALS 

Benjamin  E.  Atkins  died  at  Logan  College,  Russellville,  Kentucky, 
Thursday  night,  February  25,  1909,  after  an  illness  of  only  24  hours. 
Only  one  member  of  the  family  was  with  him  at  the  time,  his  youngest 
daughter,  Bennie  Weaver,  now  Mrs.  Claude  R.  Miller  of  Huntington, 
West  Virginia.  Mother,  our  second  sister,  Lillian,  and  J.  W.  were  in 
Boerne,  Texas,  at  the  time  with  our  oldest  sister,  Mary,  who  was  ill. 
E.  D.  was  in  Gastonia  attending  to  the  publication  of  The  Gazette. 
All  arrived  for  the  funeral  which  was  held  Sunday  afternoon,  Febru¬ 
ary  28th,  at  the  Methodist  church  in  Russellville. 

His  funeral  was  one  of  the  most  unusual  and  unique  we  have  wit¬ 
nessed.  Following  are  excerpts  from  The  Russellville  Democrat’s 
account  of  the  event: 

“That  a  good  name  is  better  than  great  riches  was  never  more 
fully  exemplified  than  on  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  held  Sunday 
afternoon  over  the  remains  of  Professor  B.  E.  Atkins,  who  died  the 
Thursday  night  previous.  The  services  were  held  at  the  Methodist 
church,  every  seat  of  which  was  filled,  while  many  persons  stood  un¬ 
tiringly  through  the  long  service  of  two  hours.  Reverend  J.  T.  Cherry, 
pastor  of  the  church,  was  in  charge  of  the  services,  which  were  per¬ 
haps  the  most  impressive  ever  witnessed  in  this  city. 

“Resolutions  from  the  faculty  of  the  college,  from  the  student 
body,  from  the  conference  board,  from  the  official  board  of  the  church, 
from  the  Sunday  school,  from  the  faculty  and  students  of  Bethel  Col¬ 
lege,  and  from  the  businessmen  of  Russellville  were  read,  all  of  which 
recognized  in  words  of  eulogy  the  splendid  character  of  the  departed 
teacher. 

“Bishop  James  Atkins,  younger  brother  of  the  deceased,  was  present 
and  made  a  few  interesting  remarks  concerning  his  brother’s  life  and 
character.  Reverend  Charles  Anderson  of  the  Baptist  church,  Judge 
L.  P.  Little,  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  others  made  short 
talks,  the  tenor  of  all  of  which  was  the  beautiful  life  and  character  of 
the  lamented  educator.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  services  at  the  church 
the  remains  were  borne  to  the  cemetery  and  tenderly  laid  to  rest 
beneath  a  great  profusion  of  beautiful  flowers,  the  last  tribute  of  lov¬ 
ing  friends  .  .  .  Not  in  the  history  of  the  church  was  there  ever 
held  a  service  over  the  mortal  remains  of  a  man  in  which  there  were 
so  many  deserved  eulogies  .  .  .  the  death  of  Professor  Atkins  was  not 
only  an  irreparable  loss  but  more,  it  was  a  calamity  ...  he  was  a 
noted  educator,  having  been  engaged  in  his  chosen  work  for  forty-one 
years  .  .  .  from  the  schools  conducted  by  Professor  Atkins  have  gone 
many  young  women  as  a  result  of  his  work  and  his  great  love  for 
those  under  his  care  and  a  regard  for  the  interests  of  those  who 
entrusted  their  daughters  to  him  for  education  and  training.  Professor 
Atkins  was  a  broad-minded  and  hightoned  Christian  gentlemen,  living 
the  life  instead  of  professing  to  live  it  .  .  .  revered  by  both  his  friends 
and  those  differing  with  him.” 

Excerpts  from  a  lengthy  obituary  by  Reverend  J.  T.  Cherry,  pastor 
of  the  Russellville  Methodist  Church: 

“  ...  In  the  death  of  this  good  and  remarkable  man,  the  cause 
of  Christian  education  has  lost  a  champion,  the  church  a  most  exemplary 
and  useful  member,  and  the  community  a  citizen  of  a  pure  and  upright 
life.  No  life  ever  so  deeply  impressed  itself  upon  the  community.  A 
paper  from  the  student  body  of  Logan  College,  read  at  the  funeral  by 
Miss  Elizabeth  Vaughn  revealed  the  wonderful  influence  of  this  noble 
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Christian  teacher  upon  his  students.  The  annals  of  eternity  alone,  she 
said,  can  reveal  the  numer  of  indestructible  monuments  this  Christian 
educator  has  built  for  himself  in  the  imperishable  minds  of  the  thous¬ 
ands  of  young  people  who  have  come  under  his  influence  and  tutelage 
during  the  forty  years  of  his  active  school  life.  But  his  influence  was 
not  confined  to  the  school;  it  pervaded  every  department  of  the  church, 
and  extended  to  every  interest  of  the  community.  The  influence  of  this 
noble  educator  was  appreciated  by  other  schools  and  colleges  also. 

“Professor  Atkins  not  only  carried  his  business-like  plans  and 
methods  out  in  school  work,  but  also  in  all  his  dealings  with  the  world. 
Such  was  his  Christian  courtesy  and  solid  honesty  in  all  his  dealings 
with  the  business  world  that  the  business  men  of  the  town  came  to 
the  writer  and  asked  for  themselves  a  place  in  the  memorial  service 
to  express  their  appreciation  of  him  as  an  honest  Christian  gentleman 
in  all  his  business  transactions;  and  in  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  Trimble 
they  set  forth  the  cultured,  uplifting  influence  of  his  life  upon  them 
in  every  way.  In  all  his  secular  dealings  this  good  man  was  a  happy 
illustration  of  the  far-reaching  and  refining  influence  of  an  applied 
Christianity.  Professor  Atkins,  the  speaker  continued,  invested  every¬ 
thing  in  the  making  of  a  life  for  himself,  and  as  a  Christian  teacher 
for  others.  He  honored  his  noble  profession  and  utilized  it  to  the  ut¬ 
most  in  making  noble  men  and  women.  He  even  put  manhood  and 
womanhood  along  with  the  social  and  moral  interests  of  the  community, 
above  money  and  gain.  He  lived  a  life  that  speaks  for  itself,  that  was 
its  own  living  epistle.  In  his  constant,  firm,  gentle,  modest,  consistent 
ongoing  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty  and  obligation,  he  often  remind¬ 
ed  the  writer  of  the  saying  of  George  Muller,  ‘walk  is  more  than  talk'. 
He  was  one  of  the  few  men  of  whom  you  could  say  the  more  intimately 
and  deeply  you  knew  him  the  more  confidence  you  had  in  him.” 

Father  was  an  ardent  Mason  though  he  was  so  situated  most  of 
his  life  that  he  was  unable  to  participate  in  the  activities  of  his  lodge. 
He  became  affiliated  with  Chatata  Lodge  No.  419,  Chatata,  Tennessee, 
May  15,  1875.  In  1876  he  served  as  junior  warden  of  that  lodge.  He 
withdrew  from  that  lodge  October  12,  1894,  and  there  is  no  record 
available  to  show  that  he  later  affiliated  with  any  other  lodge. 
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MARY  FOWLER  ATKINS 


The  only  death  among  the  children  of  Benjamin  Elberfield  and 
Ruth  Day  Atkins  so  far  (August,  1946)  was  that  of  their  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary  Fowler,  who  died  at  her  home  in  Gastonia,  North  Carolina, 
July  11,  1909,  less  than  six  months  after  our  father’s  death.  Born  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1882,  in  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  she  was  only  27  when  death 
claimed  her  after  a  wasting  illness  of  more  than  twelve  months,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  she  underwent  treatment  in  a  hospital  in  Franklin, 
Kentucky,  and  spent  five  months  in  Boerne,  Texas.  No  treatment  was 
effective  against  the  ravages  of  tuberculosis  which  fastened  itself  upon 
her  following  a  long  serious  illness  from  pneumonia.  At  the  time 
she  became  ill  she  had  been  teaching  piano  for  several  years  in  Logan 
College  for  Young  Ladies  at  Russellville,  Kentucky.  A  talented  musi¬ 
cian,  she  studied  under  several  masters  and  gave  her  complete  devo¬ 
tion  to  teaching.  At  the  age  of  ten  she  joined  Central  Methodist 
Church  in  Asheville  and  lived  a  consistent,  devoted  Christian  life. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home  on  East  Franklin  ave¬ 
nue  Sunday  afternoon,  July  11,  1909,  by  Reverend  George  D.  Herman, 
pastor  of  Main  Street  Methodist  Church,  Gastonia,  and  her  body  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  family  plot  in  Hollywood  Cemetery. 

An  editorial  written  by  her  brother,  E.  D.  Atkins,  and  appearing 
in  The  Gazette  immediately  following  her  death,  said: 

“As  the  day  was  breaking  over  the  Eastern  hills  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  the  spirit  of  our  beloved  sister,  Mary  Fowler  Atkins,  took  its 
flight  from  this  lower  world  and  left  a  saddened  home  and  sorrowing 
hearts;  sorrowing  because  we  shall  miss  her  sweet  presence  and  cheer¬ 
ing  influence  in  the  home  and  because  the  happy  family  circle  is  again 
broken  by  her  passing.  But  our  sorrow  is  tempered  and  sweetened 
with  the  thought  that  she  is  now  free  from  the  suffering  which  for 
so  many  weary  months  racked  her  frail  body.  Not  only  in  her  patient 
endurance  of  pain  and  suffering  through  the  more  than  twelve  months 
of  her  illness,  but  also  in  the  calm  fortitude  with  which  she  faced 
death,  did  she  furnish  us  an  example  which  we  shall  always  strive  to 
emulate.  The  beauty  of  her  character  is  as  a  sweet  fragrance  in  our 
memory  and  shall  ever  be  so.  Her  whole  life  was  marked  by  an 
unselfishness  and  a  loving  devotion  to  the  welfare  and  pleasure  of 
others  which  won  her  many  true  friendships  and  made  it  all  the  harder 
for  her  loved  ones  to  give  her  up.  Though  called  upon  to  lay  down 
life  at  almost  its  very  beginning  and  to  give  up  all  the  bright  hopes 
of  even  greater  happiness  that  lay  just  before  her,  she  submitted  to 
the  inevitable  with  a  beautiful  resignation  such  as  is  possible  only  to 
a  truly  noble  character.  As  the  day  was  dying  in  the  West,  after  the 
sad  solemn  words  of  the  ritual  and  the  sweet  songs  that  she  loved,  we 
laid  her  body  tenderly  to  rest  with  a  prayer  that  we  may  be  helped 
by  a  divine  power  to  make  our  likes  as  noble  and  as  true  as  hers.” 
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REVEREND  JAMES  ATKINS,  SR. 


GRANDFATHER  ATKINS 
1817-1886 


Several  obituaries,  written  by 
friends  and  associates  of  Reverend 
James  Atkins,  Sr.,  his  father,  are 
found  in  the  scrap  book  of  B.  E. 
Atkins.  There  is  also  a  fragment 
of  an  obituary  of  his  mother.  Be¬ 
low  are  given  extracts  from  these, 
the  sketches  being  too  long  to  re¬ 
produce  here  in  full. 

From  sketch  written  by  J.  F. 
Marshall  and  published  in  The 
Florida  Christian  Advocate:  Rev¬ 
erend  James  Atkins,  Sr.,  faithful 
servant  of  God,  was  born  in 
Laurens  District,  South  Carolina, 
February  25,  1817,  and  died  at 
Tallahassee,  Florida,  May  16,  1886. 
His  father  was  Benjamin  Atkins, 
a  farmer  of  Laurens  District,  and 
his  mother  was  the  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Margaret  Ho¬ 
well,  of  South  Carolina  .  .  .  When 
he  was  a  very  small  boy  his  pa¬ 
rents  attached  themselves  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  cir¬ 
cumstance  that  made  a  deep  and 
lasting  impression  upon  his  mind. 
In  early  years  he  entertained 
serious  thoughts  touching  religion 
and  the  ministerial  calling  ...  In 
the  fall  of  1838,  at  the  Broomtown 
Camp  meeting  in  Chattooga  coun¬ 
ty,  Georgia,  he  was  licensed  to 


preach,  and  in  this  service  of  God  he  continued  joyfully  and  faithfully 
to  the  end  of  his  earthly  career  ...  In  1879  Bishop  Kavanaugh  trans¬ 
ferred  him  to  the  Florida  Conference  (from  the  Alabama  Conference). 
His  first  charge  was  Fernandina  charge  where  he  remained  three  years. 
In  1883  he  was  assigned  to  the  Tallahassee  district  and  remained  in 
charge  two  years.  Because  of  failing  health  he  was  relieved  of  the 
district  in  1885  and  appointed  to  lighter  work  on  the  Monticello  station. 
He  contracted  malarial  fever  in  March,  1886,  and  died  two  months 
later. 


By  S.  V.  Bates,  of  Charleston,  Tennessee  ...  It  was  my  fortune 
to  fall  within  the  range  of  his  influence  for  several  years  in  the  days 
of  my  youth  in  lower  East  Tennessee  and  also  to  witness  his  match¬ 
less  defense  of  Southern  Methodism  in  this  section  after  the  late  war 
(1861-65).  During  all  these  years  he  was  a  tower  of  strength,  sway- 
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ing  and  molding  the  mind  of  the  multitude  as  he  declared  in  his  own 
inimitable  way,  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  through  all  this  land. 
When  the  captains  of  our  wavering  hosts  had  fled  he,  if  not  the  first, 
was  one  of  the  first  to  take  up  our  flag  and  bear  it  aloft,  calling  back 
the  disheartened  bands.  He  was  a  man  of  peace — of  conquered  peace. 
Few  men  could  run  the  lines  between  sin  and  righteousness,  between 
denominations,  as  well  as  James  Atkins  .  .  .  Your  scribe  has  lived 
in  this  section  for  years  and  feels  constrained  to  say  that,  in  his  opin¬ 
ion,  Methodism  owes  more  today  to  James  Atkins,  Sr.,  than  to  any  one 
man  who  ever  preached  the  gospel  in  this  country.  I  want  to  say  for 
one,  thank  God  for  the  work  he  did. 

From  sketch  by  Reverend  W.  W.  Bays:  “  ...  He  was  admitted  on 
trial  as  an  itinerant  preacher  into  the  Holston  Conference  in  1839; 
and  at  the  conference  which  met  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  in  the  autumn 
of  1841,  he  was  received  into  full  connection.  A  young  man  of  rare 
and  superior  natural  gifts,  and  deeply  devoted  to  the  work  of  his 
church,  he  soon  rose  to  a  high  position  in  the  conference,  and  was 
repeatedly  and  constantly  put  in  charge  of  the  most  important  and 
responsible  appointments.  Early  in  the  ministry  he  was  made  a  pre¬ 
siding  elder  and  served  a  large  part  of  his  itinerant  life  in  that  im¬ 
portant  position  .  .  .  For  six  consecutive  terms  he  occupied  a  seat  in 
the  General  Conference  of  his  church — 1850,  1854,  1858,  1866,  1870  and 
1874.  He  was  one  of  the  youngest  men,  in  1850,  whom  the  Holston 
Conference  ever  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  chief  council  of  the  church, 
being  then  but  33  years  of  age.  Thus  early  and  thus  often  did  the 
church  of  his  choice  recognize  his  ability  and  devotion  to  her  cause. 
For  quite  a  number  of  years  he  was  an  agent  for  the  American  Bible 
Society,  and  was  one  of  the  most  industrious  and  efficient  agents 
employed  by  that  great  society  in  the  South  ...  On  April  1,  1845, 
Brother  Atkins  was  happily  married  to  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Crawford,  for¬ 
merly  Miss  Mary  F.  Jackson  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee  and  together  they 
shared  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  life  until  May,  1874,  when  God  signed 
her  release  from  a  life  of  great  personal  suffering  and  took  her  home 
to  rest.  The  fruits  of  this  marriage  were  four  sons  and  one  daughter 
who  all  lived  to  be  grown,  and  one  daughter  who  died  in  infancy.  In 
April,  1881,  Brother  Atkins  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  S.  C.  Goolsby. 
.  .  .  For  more  than  34  years  Brother  Atkins  was  a  traveling  preacher 
in  the  Holston  Conference,  and  scores  and  hundreds  were  the  souls 
who  professed  faith  in  Christ  under  his  ministry  .  .  .  God  was  pleased 
to  intrust  Reverend  James  Atkins  with  a  noble,  commanding  intellect. 
His  mind  was  cast  in  a  large  mold,  and  was  endowed  with  superior 
facilities.  God  and  Nature  conferred  upon  him  a  gift  conferred  upon 
comparatively  few,  that  of  true,  native  oratory.  In  his  earlier  years 
and  middle  life  he  was  one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  popular  preachers 
that  Holston  Conference  ever  had;  nor  did  the  gift  forsake  him  in  old 
age.  Reverend  W.  E.  Munsey  once  remarked  that  he  was  one  of  the 
most  naturally  eloquent  men  he  ever  listened  to.  His  command  over 
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great  audiences,  especially  at  camp  meetings,  was  powerful.  He  was 
tall  in  stature  and  commanding  in  person,  especially  in  the  pulpit. 

.  .  .  His  declamation  was  almost  faultless  and  he  could  move  and 
melt  vast  audiences  by  the  recitation  of  a  grand  hymn,  or  other  suit¬ 
able  selection  or  quotation  .  .  .  While  he  was  very  ardent  in  his  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  and  religious  enjoyment,  he  manifested  no  sanctimonious 
cant.  In  this  respect  his  manner  was  always  mild,  calm,  prudent,  sen¬ 
sible  and  natural  .  .  .  James  Atkins  was  a  born  gentleman,  and  this 
trait  of  his  character  always  appeared  in  all  his  conversation.  I  never 
heard  him  utter  a  phrase  in  the  most  promiscuous  circle  of  men  that 
could  not  have  been  uttered  with  equal  propriety  in  the  parlor  of  the 
most  refined  and  cultured  of  Christian  women.  He  disdained  any 
conversation  that  was  coarse,  inelegant,  or  ungentlemanly.  Nature 
bestowed  upon  him  an  exceedingly  affable  demeanor,  and  while  he 
had,  like  other  men,  his  likes  and  dislikes,  he  seldom,  if  ever,  spoke 
ill  of  any  one.  I  have  seen  him  troubled,  tired  and  deeply  moved  and 

interested,  but  I  never  saw  him  ruffled  or  excited,  or  lose  the  equi¬ 
poise  of  his  mind  ...  I  have  thus  far  known  no  man  more  complete 

master  of  himself  than  Reverend  James  Atkins,  in  the  matter  of  tongue 
and  temper  .  .  .  He  met  death  with  that  same  calmness  and  com¬ 
posure  of  mind  with  which  he  had  met  and  borne  the  severest  trials 
of  life.” 

Extract  from  address  delivered  before  the  Florida  Conference  by 
Reverend  E.  H.  Harmon,  presiding  elder  of  the  Tallahassee  District: 
“  .  .  .  A  life  beautiful,  mellowed  and  perfected  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
figured  conspicuously  in  the  history  of  Southern  Methodism  .  .  .  His 
work  as  conference  Sunday  school  agent  will  remain  an  imperishable 
monument.  When  in  full  physical  and  intellectual  vigor,  he  had  no 
superior  as  a  presiding  elder  ...  In  1876  he  was  temperance  lecturer 
for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Sons  of  Temperance  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
.  .  .  His  gifts  and  graces  were  recognized  as  well  by  the  General  as 
by  the  annual,  district  and  quarterly  conferences.  He  was  truly  a 
workman  that  needed  not  to  be  ashamed  .  .  .  The  will  power  of  the 
deceased  was  remarkable.  Often,  in  the  latter  days  of  his  pilgrimage, 
he  labored  under  great  physical  disability;  but  he  had  determined  to 
die  in  the  front  ranks  of  Christ’s  conquering  legions,  and  he  accom¬ 
plished  much  through  the  force  of  his  will  .  .  .  His  devotion  to  our 
church  in  East  Tennessee,  during  and  after  the  war  (1861-65)  abund¬ 
antly  demonstrated  his  sublime  moral  courage.  He  was  pursued  by 
bushwackers,  repeatedly  arrested,  cast  into  prison  and  threatened  with 
death,  but  he  could  say  with  Paul  ‘None  of  these  things  move  me’. 
...  In  the  midst  of  the  most  adverse  circumstances  he  stood  like 
a  stone  wall — invincible  and  immovable  .  .  .  Through  his  preaching 
many  will  shine  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever.  The  culmination  of 

his  life  was  truly  grand.  The  writer  was  present  at  his  death.  When 
asked  about  his  spiritual  state,  his  answer  was:  ‘There  is  not  a  fear, 
not  a  cloud,  not  a  doubt,  glory  be  to  God’.” 
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Mrs.  James  Atkins,  Sr.:  The  scrap  book  of  B.  E.  Atkins  contains 
a  “fragment”  of  an  obituary  of  his  mother:  Prior  to  her  marriage 
April  1,  1845,  to  Reverend  James  Atkins,  Sr.,  she  was  Mrs.  Mary 
Fowler  Crawford,  she  having  been  previously  married.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Abner  Jackson,  pioneer  citizen  of  Knoxville,  and  a  sister 
of  Major  Richard  C.  Jackson,  first  president  of  the  East  Tennessee, 
Virginia  &  Georgia  Railway.  This  obituary  was  written,  according 
to  a  pencil  notation  in  the  margin,  by  Dr.  W.  W.  Bays,  who  also 
wrote  an  obituary  of  her  husband  from  which  extracts  are  given 
above.  From  this  fragment  of  an  obituary  the  following  excerpts  are 
made:  “  ...  In  addition  to  her  deep  and  consistent  piety,  Sister 
Atkins  possessed  extraordinary  intellectual  powers  which  were  highly 
cultivated.  She  had  the  very  best  opportunities  afforded  at  that  day 
for  thorough  education.  When  about  grown  she  was  graduated  from 
the  East  Tennessee  Institute,  under  the  careful  management  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  Esterbrook,  whose  every  effort  was  sanctioned  by  her  pious 
and  cultivated  mother.  At  the  time  of  her  graduation  she  was  es¬ 
teemed  the  foremost  student  and  scholar  among  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  young  ladies  in  the  institute,  and  took  the  first  honors  of 
the  occasion.  She  possessed  great  fondness  for  reading  and  research, 
and  after  she  left  school,  she  was  a  close  student  for  many  years 
and  read  almost  everything,  and  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  general 
literature.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage,  she  was  considered  one  of 
the  first  and  most  cultivated  women  in  the  State  ...  At  the  tender 
age  of  14  she  joined  the  Methodist  church,  which  at  that  time  was 
small  in  Knoxville,  and  by  many  spoken  against.  Her  connection  with 
that  little  band  often  brought  upon  her  the  jeers  and  taunts  of  her 
young  and  fashionable  associates.  But  she  never  wavered,  but  firmly 
believed  the  doctrines  taught  by  that  church  and  by  her  own  ex¬ 
periences  she  knew  the  doctrine  of  a  genuine  regeneration,  and  the 
witness  of  the  spirit  to  be  true  and  she  enjoyed  them  to  a  high  de¬ 
gree  .  .  .  Her  health  was  feeble  during  most  of  her  life.  She  was 
an  heir  of  much  suffering  .  .  .  Though  a  great  sufferer,  her  energies 
were  almost  unbounded,  and  her  devotion  to  her  husband,  children 
and  the  cause  of  Christ  were  pure  and  deep.  It  is  almost  incredible 
the  amount  of  labor  she  performed,  and  kept  up  to  within  a  few  days 
of  her  death  ...  It  was  a  principle  that  governed  her  through  life, 
to  make  everything  yield  to  her  husband’s  calling  as  a  minister  of 
the  gospel;  often,  as  he  believes,  concealing  her  real  suffering  as  much 
as  possible,  lest  it  might  keep  him  from  filling  an  appointment.  The 
last  few  weeks  of  her  devoted  life  were  spent  in  watching  and  nurs¬ 
ing  her  only  daughter  through  a  most  painful  and  dangerous  illness; 
thus  at  last,  after  such  a  life  of  devotion  to  her  husband  and  family, 

literally  sacrificing  her  life  for  that  of  her  dear  and  only  daughter. 
.  ;  .  It  was  one  of  the  greatest  joys  of  her  heart  to  know  that  one 
of  her  sons  had  entered  the  ministry,  and  with  such  promise,  she  died 
in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  April  29,  1874.” 


t  HSm>  8rtW;A  .3  ,  '  *0  Aocd  q«  a  -  JT  ..r  :  t«|i Ml  r-;?  t  nM 

"5  (»*v»:q  nay*  ••miv.  a  hvjEr;  i»=t  '  v/o'i 

i-37t!p  h  hr  6  ,a!Hvxorr3I  So  naxiJb  idtnoiq  <c<  ;■  tend  A  Id  •tOitiotivL, 

■  -  fJM?t  do  .;>•*)  &  .tin  rxY 

r?*vr$  '.  ..,  11  xv*  ;{•  *  •.>  ..  '•  >J  \i  ‘-i.-..  ■•:,  >  £k?otw 

•>  vo Ho 

!•'  '  ■-  .  j  v  •/:■  i'nou 1  ■  i,:>a*at*:oq-  ciiiiUA 

R  ’L."'  ,  •  .1 

■  ■  '■  | 

tiW  Jtcils  (KWj  -j ,  on’w  ,'Aoo  t  JitfitS  7oa.*-:v't 

1  >ti  ft  .'Ui.  >.»/f  ■ .»  •n  i  ft,  :ic  ■  '.ni  fc*  ?  Hua  Lw 

■ 

aorf  <t>ii  A 00  fma  tviuJiJiU}  «•  J  ni  soih*;I  fi  'oy  $w) 

'!Ti*9tin  biin  isniouOT  01  an  jn!  ,S  i  *.^1  j  bo  :q  ♦Jlf:  u  >]  esao  arfi 

■  ■  !  •  i  h  ;*/: 

o  •  •  ’o  /imf.  i»no:  saw  *vi'  ,;?*nohvtm  -rad  1  f*  0  ,  >■)  JA*  siojim  jf 

u/i3  Mi,.  &f»t  1  i  mbio  /  I  .-Mliio  ‘dOiii  •  u>  ini*  s»/i  i 

lil  ^  .»  d  idw  .ifo'jiiifa  Jeibcrittd'  tdi  barri^  o  m  Hlo  x  i» 

10  >0  annual  bn  naai  rf|  imI  noqy  .1  ■??  to  ad  J#il  iarlt 

a  it wo 

,  r  1  ,  ■  i 

a 

. 

iimrfei':  j  .bned  rjd  un, 

i  qy  Jqa-'i  bits  ,b*m*oa,  iaq  aiia  wd  l  o  Qt:ia  aril 
id)  *?vd  bantotos  tad.  alq  >rtHq  a  haw  4?  .  .  .  rtU  >b  wxl  To 
»'» ‘ft  ci«  ►  ft1’-  •.  ’ary  ■/*»  lalfirrt  <>1 

'J  l  rt  *rad  vstisi.f  00  f«ailo  aii't 

n«  t  .  II «i  :  wi  ‘  mid  q»9d  idlin'  J/  ♦teas  (aMiao^  q  ha 
-rr or;  '  n#  3/1  d^fiW  ffi  ♦»>  q»  aisw  tlii  b  Jov&b  :  :•  ■>  (J90 w  1^u( 

j  st  <toi cud  brf  li  </ii«f  isom  r.  it^iroufi  ti>J(Un  «b  vl.io  *isni 

.r*irt$uAh  ylno  bn*  ilsb  tad  \o  ^|/L  10I  aid  tad  ^n.'oui  04a  y(Ui:s::i 

r2  ,0simoTq  dai/s  rf  iw  bna  .ytietrun  arit  ')9rx»irte  bfid  21^04  tad  \o 

M.*r Ht  ,■  ihq/  ,*  aadfioT  (s^oo(SAlb  dO  ni 


84 


Diary  of  Benjamin  E.  Atkins 


REVEREND  JAMES  ATKINS,  JR. 


These  facts  are  from  “Who's 


Who  in  America”,  edition  of  1906: 

James  Atkins,  Jr.,  third  son  of 
Reverend  James  Atkins,  Sr.  and 
Mary  Jackson  Fowler  Atkins,  was 
born  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  April 
18,  1850.  His  boyhood  days  were 
spent  in  East  Tennessee  and  South¬ 
west  Virginia.  He  received  his 
education  at  Riceville  Academy 
(Riceville,  Tennessee)  and  Emory 
and  Henry  College,  Emory,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  He  was  licensed  to  preach 
in  1870  and  became  a  member 


of  the  Holston  Conference  of  the 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
In  1876,  he  married  Ella  Branner 
of  Mossy  Creek,  Tennessee.  He 
served  pastorates  at  Morristown, 
Tennessee,  Abingdon,  Virginia,  and 
Asheville,  North  Carolina,  up  to 
1879  when  he  became  president 
of  the  Asheville  Female  College. 
In  1889  he  became  president  of 
Emory  and  Henry  College,  where 

he  served  four  years,  returning  to 
the  presidency  of  the  Asheville 
Female  College  where  he  remained 
until  1896  when  he  was  elected 
Sunday  school  editor  of  the  M. 
E.  Church,  South,  and  moved  to 
BISHOP  JAMES  ATKINS,  JR.  Nashville,  Tennessee.  He  was  the 

originator  of  the  Bible  Teachers 
Study  Circle  which  was  adopted  by  other  churches.  He  was  the  author 
of  several  books  and  pamphlets  on  Sunday  school  work.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  General  Conferences  of  1896,  1894,  1898  and  1902  and 
at  the  session  of  the  General  Conference  at  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
in  1906  he  was  elected  a  bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  He  was 
awarded  the  degrees  of  M.  A.  and  D.  D.  by  Emory  and  Henry  College. 


Bishop  Atkins  died  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  December  4,  1923, 
while  presiding  over  the  annual  session  of  the  Arkansas  Conference. 


The  Nashville  Christian  Advocate  said  of  him  editorially  in  its 
issue  of  December  14,  1923: 

“The  honors  and  confidence  which  Bishop  Atkins’  co-workers  be¬ 
stowed  upon  him  were  most  worthily  placed.  Throughout  his  ministry 
he  was  an  outstanding  man.  The  positions  of  high  responsibility  which 
he  always  occupied  were  most  successfully  filled  and  it  was  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  capable  service  in  those  positions  that  he  was  advanced 
onward  to  more  and  more  enlarging  duties.  He  was  distinctively  an 
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educator.  He  possessed  a  limpid,  clear,  and  beautiful  use  of  English, 
both  in  writing  and  in  speech.  The  last  article  from  his  pen  appeared 
in  a  recent  book  number  of  The  Christian  Advocate  on  ‘Books  and 
Reading’  .  .  .  Dr.  Atkins  became  Sunday  school  secretary  in  1896  and 
in  that  field  he  probably  did  his  greatest  work.  He  soon  took  national 
standing  as  a  leader  in  religious  education.  His  book,  ‘The  Kingdom 
in  the  Cradle’  was  almost  epochal.  For  ten  years  he  wrought  brilliantly 
in  the  Sunday  school  field,  and  then  in  1906  he  was  elevated  to  the 
episcopacy.  His  episcopal  administration  has  been  most  creditable.  He 
had  imagination,  or  vision,  to  see  the  possibilities  before  the  church 
in  its  expansive  territories,  and  his  zeal  drove  forward  both  himself 
and  his  colaborers  to  undertake  large  things  .  .  .  Bishop  Atkins  had 
much  to  do  with  the  initiation  and  development  of  the  Lake  Junaluska 
Assembly.  (Together  with  the  late  John  R.  Pepper  of  Memphis,  Tenn¬ 
essee,  and  Reverned  George  R.  Stuart,  he  was  largely  responsible  for 
the  establishment  of  that  institution  near  Waynesville,  North  Carolina.) 
He  was  sent  in  1918  and  1919  to  observe  the  religious  needs  of  certain 
fields  in  Europe  and,  in  cooperation  with  other  representatives,  he  took 
a  large  part  in  setting  up  the  work  of  our  churcn  in  Belgium,  Poland 
and  Czecho-Slovakia.  Probably  if  our  lamented  bishop  could  have  di¬ 
rected  the  closing  days  of  his  life  he  would  have  chosen  that  they 
should  be  spent  just  as  they  were.  He  died  in  the  midst  of  busy 
scenes  ...” 


GEORGE  JACKSON  ATKINS 


DR.  GEORGE  J.  ATKINS 


George  Jackson  Atkins  was  born 
October  30,  1852,  at  Sweetwater, 
Tennessee.  He  attended  Emory  & 
Henry  College,  Emory,  Virginia, 
and  took  his  medical  course  at 
Davidson  College.  He  passed  the 

state  medical  board  at  Morehead 
City  in  August,  1895,  and  was  li¬ 
censed  to  practice  medicine.  He 
practiced  his  profession  at  High 
Point,  Stanley,  China  Grove  and 
Newell.  He  died  at  the  latter 
place  July  12,  1911,  and  is  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  that  place.  On 
December  22,  1892,  at  Asheville, 
North  Carolina,  he  married  Min¬ 
nie  Frances  Arnold,  of  Thomas- 
ville,  who  is  living,  1946,  at 
Thomasville.  After  his  death  she 
married  a  second  time,  her  hus¬ 
band  being  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Nor¬ 
man,  Oklahoma.  He  died  several 
years  ago  and  she  returned  to 
North  Carolina  to  live  with  her 
children.  Dr.  Atkins  had  musical 
talent  and  a  keen  sense  of  humor. 
He  was  usually  the  center  of  any 
group  of  which  he  happened  to 
be  a  member.  His  jovial,  genial 
disposition  drew  to  him  a  wide 
circle  of  friends. 
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CAPTAIN  JOSEPH  JACKSON  ATKINS 


Eldest  son  of  Reverend  James 
Atkins  and  Mary  Crawford  At¬ 
kins,  was  born  at  Athens,  Tenn., 
May  20,  1846,  and  was  educated 
at  Emory  &  Henry  College,  Va., 
and  took  up  his  residence  at  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tennessee,  where  he  continu¬ 
ed  to  reside  throughout  his  life. 
He  died  July  22,  1906.  He  began 
his  career  as  bookkeeper  for  At¬ 
kin  &  Coffman,  manufacturers  and 
dealers  in  tinware  and  stoves.  On 
the  retirement  of  the  senior  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm,  Samuel  Atkin,  he 
associated  himself  with  George  W. 
Atkin  and  they  continued  the  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  firm  name  of  At¬ 
kin  &  Atkins.  This  firm  was  later 
succeeded  by  Adney  &  Atkins 
when  George  W.  Atkin  retired.  He 
continued  this  business  until  he 
was  chosen  chief  of  police  of 
Knoxville,  a  position  he  held  for 
more  than  20  years.  In  1872  he 
married  Elizabeth  Atkin,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Atkin  and  a  sister  of 
Mrs.  Somner  Van  Gilder,  Mrs. 
Joseph  Knaffl,  and  C.  B.  and  Frank 
S.  Atkin,  who  later  became  wide¬ 
ly  known  as  manufacturers  of 
mantels  and  furniture  at  Knoxville. 
He  belonged  to  the  Methodist 
Church  and  to  several  fraternal 
orders.  In  1878  he  was  Grand 
Chancellor  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Tennessee.  An 


“CAPT” JACK  ATKINS 


obituary  in  The  Knoxville  Journal  and  Tribune  of  July  23,  1906,  says 


of  him:  “  .  .  .  Captain  Atkins  was  an  affable,  genial,  warm-hearted 
man  whose  ear  was  always  open  to  the  plaint  of  distress  and  whose 
sympathies  were  always  with  the  unfortunate  and  the  sorrowing.  His 
courtesy  and  urbanity  of  manner  were  proverbial,  and  his  kindly  dis¬ 
position  won  for  him  friends  wherever  he  went.  He  was  a  born  gentle¬ 


man  and,  under  all  circumstances,  he  always  harked  back  to  the  in¬ 
structions,  the  teachings,  the  traditions  and  high  noblesse  oblige  of  the 
civilities.” 
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THE  DAY  FAMILY 


Benjamin  Elberfield  Atkins  married  Ruth  Jane  Day  October  14, 
1875,  at  the  home  of  her  parents,  William  Calhoun  and  Mary  Parks 
Day  in  Walker  Valley,  four  miles  north  of  Cleveland,  Tennessee.  The 
Day  farm  is  now  owned  by  some  of  the  Hardwicks  of  Cleveland. 

Mother  died  in  Gastonia,  North 
Carolina,  January  30,  1921,  and  is 
buried  in  the  family  plot  in  Holly¬ 
wood  Cemetery,  Gastonia,  beside 
the  bodies  of  her  husband  and  her 
oldest  daughter,  Mary  Fowler. 
Following  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band  in  1909  she  made  her  home 
in  Gastonia  where  she  was  active 
in  church  and  Sunday  school  work 
throughout  the  remainder  of  her 
life.  Reared  a  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
she  joined  the  Methodist  Church 
with  father  soon  after  they  were 
married.  She  lived  a  life  of  un¬ 
selfish  devotion  to  her  family,  her 
church  and  her  community.  There 
was  always  a  place  at  her  table 
and  fireside  for  the  Methodist 
preacher  or  for  any  of  her  family 
or  personal  friends  who  happened 
to  be  at  any  time  in  the  vicinity 
of  her  home.  She  was  father’s 
right  hand  support  in  all  his  work 
and  hesitated  at  no  sacrifice  to 
enable  him  to  carry  on  his  work. 
She  was  his  companion,  his  coun¬ 
selor,  his  “right  hand  man”, 
throughout  the  years  of  happy 
married  life  they  enjoyed  together. 
She  had  a  natural  talent  for  both 
painting  and  music.  In  the  homes 
of  her  children  and  friends  are 
many  of  her  oil  paintings.  Her 
musical  talent  was  transmitted  to 
her  children,  grand  children  and 
great  grand  children. 


MOTHER 
About  1919 


Through  her  mother,  she  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  Nancy  Ward, 
famous  in  Cherokee  history  as 
“The  Wild  Rose  of  Cherokee”  and 
friend  to  the  white  people  dur¬ 
ing  many  Indian  uprisings  in  East 
Tennessee.  Mother  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Calhoun  and  Mary 
Ann  (Parks)  Day.  Her  father 
was  an  unique  character.  Known 
throughout  Bradley  county  and 
lower  East  Tennessee  as  “Squire 
Bill”  Day,  he  was  almost  an  “in¬ 
stitution”.  He  served  many  terms 
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on  the  Bradley  board  of  com¬ 
missioners  or  the  county  court  as 
it  is  designated  in  Tennessee.  He 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  a  vet¬ 
erinarian,  county  surveyor,  coun¬ 
ty  ranger,  school  commissioner, 
Sunday  school  superintendent  and 
counsellor  to  people  for  miles  a- 
round  who  needed  advice.  He  was 
a  man  of  very  positive  character. 
A  slaveowner,  he  was  a  Union 
man  in  sympathy  as  were  the 
majority  of  the  people  in  East 
Tennessee  during  the  War  Be¬ 
tween  the  States.  He  owned  a 
farm  of  more  than  300  acres  in 
Walker  Valley  but  did  little  farm¬ 
ing  himself.  He  was  too  busy 
most  of  the  time  with  his  public 
matters  and  left  the  farming 
largely  to  tenants.  He  was  stub¬ 
born  as  was  shown  in  the  fact 
that  he  engaged  for  years  in 
litgation  with  his  adjoining  farm 
neighbor,  Will  Thomas,  in  a  dis¬ 
pute  over  the  ownership  of  a 
crooked  lane  separating  their 
farms.  Grandfather  and  Thomas 
were  suing  each  other  constantly 
over  a  long  period  of  years.  It 
was  first  one,  then  the  other. 
The  lane  in  question  was  probably 
not  worth  a  “tinker’s  dam”  but 
each  thought  he  was  right.  It 
was  a  matter  of  principle.  They 
carried  guns  for  each  other.  Their 
women  folks,  formerly  the  best  of 
friends,  wouldn’t  speak.  Finally 
both  lost  their  farms  or  the  major 
part  of  them  because  of  this  long- 
drawn-out  useless  litigation.  Such 
cases  were  common  during  the 
years  following  the  war.  These 
things  are  not  hearsay  with  us. 
We  both  had  firsthand  knowledge 
because  for  many  years  during 
that  period  we  spent  our  entire 
summers  on  Grandfather  Day’s 
farm.  We  rode  the  country  with 
him.  We  went  to  mill  with  him, 
and  fishing,  and  picnicing.  He  wasn’t  afraid  of  anything.  We  saw 
him  once  conquer  a  vicious  bull  by  plunging  a  pitchfork  up  to  the 
hilt  in  the  animal  several  times. 

Grandfather  Day  was  a  versatile  man.  He  knew  and  conversed 
in  the  Cherokee  language.  He  was  in  charge  of  one  of  the  groups  of 
Cherokees  whom  the  government  moved  from  the  Great  Smoky  Mount¬ 
ain  section  to  the  Indian  Territory.  Movement  of  these  Indians  be¬ 
gan  in  1838  and  continued  periodically  over  a  period  of  years  until 
all  were  moved  except  the  small  band  who  refused  to  go  and  whose 


FATHER  and  MOTHER 
About  1880 
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descendants  are  today  (1946)  living  on  the  Cherokee  Reservation  in 
the  Smoky  Mountains  of  Western  North  Carolina.  The  group  he  had 
charge  of,  a  wagon  train  (prairie  schooners),  was  one  of  the  last 
to  go,  sometime  probably  in  the  late  ’40s.  For  many  years  individual 
Cherokees  drifted  back  to  East  Tennessee  and  they  invariably  stopped 
at  grandfather’s  house.  He  talked  with  them,  fed  them  and  sent  them 
on  their  way  rejoicing.  He  knew  and  participated  in  their  tribal 
dances,  one  of  which  we  recall  was  “The  Green  Corn  Dance”.  He 
knew  and  sang  their  songs.  He  understood  them;  they  understood  him. 
Before  the  War  Between  the  States,  Grandfather  had  a  grading  con¬ 
tract  for  one  section  of  the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  &  Georgia  Rail¬ 
way,  thus  helping  to  build  the  first  railroad  to  penetrate  this  section 
of  the  country.  Our  paternal  great  uncle,  Major  Richard  Jackson, 
was  the  first  president  of  that  railroad,  now  a  part  of  the  Southern 
Railway  system. 

“Squire  Bill”  Day  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Tennessee,  Decem¬ 
ber  18,  1827,  and  died  June  7,  1907,  at  the  home  of  a  son,  Dr.  William 
Albert  Day,  in  Big  Cabin,  Oklahoma.  He  and  grandmother,  known 
as  “Polly”  Day,  are  buried  in  the  Day  family  plot  in  Fort  Hill  Cem¬ 
etery,  Cleveland.  He  was  a  son  of  Issac  Day  (born  May  25,  1804  and 
died  December  23,  1872)  in  Jefferson  county,  Tennessee,  and  Martha 
Johnson  Day  (born  August  26,  1804,  and  died  October  14,  1870).  He 

had  one  sister  and  five  brothers  who  grew  to  maturity.  They  were 
Osborn  Day,  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Day,  N.  B.  Day,  J.  S.  Day  and  Dr.  George 
W.  Day.  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Day  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Confederate  Army. 
He  practiced  medicine  for  many  years  after  the  war  and  was  so  be¬ 
loved  by  the  people  of  Cleveland  that  they  raised  a  fund  and  erected 
a  granite  monument  to  his  memory.  Dr.  George  W.  Day  was  a  dentist 
in  Cleveland. 

Grandmother  Day  was  Mary  Ann  Parks,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Susan  Taylor  Parks.  The  latter  was  a  daughter  of  Charles  Fox  Tay¬ 
lor,  who,  according  to  Penelope  Johnson  Allen,  State  Chairman  of 
geneological  records  of  the  Tennessee  Society  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  was 
said  to  have  been  a  son  of  an  English  nobleman  and  who  married 
Jennie  Walker,  granddaughter  of  the  famous  “Beloved  Woman  of 
the  Cherokees”,  Nancy  Ward.  Hence  Susan  Taylor,  our  great  grand¬ 
mother,  was  the  great  granddaughter  of  this  noted  Cherokee  character. 
She  was  born  February  1,  1798,  and  died  December  12,  1876.  She  is 
buried  at  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the  cemetery  at  Henninger’s 
Chapel,  in  Bradley  county,  Tennessee.  Her  brother,  Chief  Richard 
Taylor,  was  one  of  the  advisers  and  assistants  to  Chief  John  Ross  for 
many  years. 
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NANCY  WARD 


Our  Great  Grandmother 
SUSAN  TAYLOR  PARKS 
Died  1878 


‘‘Ward,  Nancy,  Indian  pro¬ 
phetess,  born  about  1740;  the 
time  of  her  death  is  unknown. 
Her  father  was  a  British  officer 
named  Ward,  her  mother  a  sister 
of  the  reigning  vice-king,  Atta- 
culla-culla.  She  was  the  sibyl 
of  the  Cherokees.  The  power  of 
Oconostota  over  the  nation  was 
absolute  in  time  of  war,  but  in 
war  or  peace  it  had  generally  to 
give  way  to  the  will  of  Nancy 
Ward,  who  was  supposed  to  be 
the  inspired  mouthpiece  of  the 
Great  Spirit.  James  Robertson, 
who  visited  her  at  the  Cherokee 
capital,  Echota,  in  1772,  describes 
her  as  a  woman  ‘queenly  and 
commanding',  and  her  lodge  as 
furnished  in  a  style  of  bararbric 
splendor.  Other  traditional  accounts  speak  of  her  as  strikingly  beauti¬ 
ful,  with  a  tall,  erect  form,  a  prominent  nose,  regular  and  flexible 
features,  a  clear,  though  tawny  complexion,  long,  silken  black  hair, 
piercing  black  eyes,  and  an  air  that  was  imperious  yet  kindly. 

“She  must  have  possessed  remarkable  traits  of  character  to  have 
retained  almost  autocratic  control  over  the  fierce  and  untamable  Chero¬ 
kees  when  she  was  known  to  sympathize  with  their  enemies,  the  white 
settlers.  The  first  event  recorded  of  her  is  the  saving  of  the  lives  of 
two  pioneers — Jeremiah  Jack  and  William  Rankin — who  had  ventured 
down  to  buy  corn  from  the  Indians.  They  had  come  into  collision 
with  a  disorderly  party  of  Cherokees,  and  their  lives  were  about  to 
be  sacrificed,  when  Nancy  Ward  appeared  among  the  Indians  and  com¬ 
manded  them  to  desist.  She  was  instantly  obeyed,  and  the  settlers 
went  home  with  their  canoe  loaded  with  corn. 

“Another  instance  of  her  kindly  spirit  was  her  saving  the  life  of 
the  wife  of  William  Bean,  the  first  white  settler  beyond  the  Alleghanies. 
Mrs.  Bean  had  been  captured  on  the  eve  of  the  attack  on  the  fort  at 
Watauga,  and,  being  taken  to  the  Indian  towns,  was  condemned  to  be 
burned  at  the  stake.  The  fagots  were  already  heaped  about  her,  and 
Dragging  Canoe,  the  chief  of  the  Chickamaugas,  who  had  ordered  the 
execution,  was  standing  by  when  Nancy  Ward  came  upon  the  ground 


The  following  sketch  of  Nancy 
Ward  is  in  the  shape  of  a  maga¬ 
zine  clipping  (which  has  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  from  The  Na¬ 
tional  D.  A.  R.  Magazine)  past¬ 
ed  inside  the  front  cover  of  a 
copy  of  “The  Wild  Rose  of  Cher¬ 
okee"  by  E.  Sterling  King  (pub¬ 
lished  by  the  University  Press, 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  1895)  Sub¬ 
title  of  Mr.  King's  book  is  “Nancy 
Ward,  the  Pocahontas  of  the 
West".  In  part,  the  sketch  reads 
as  follows: 
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and  commanded  her  to  be  liberated.  This  was  done,  and  Mrs.  Bean  was 
sent  back  with  a  strong  escort  to  her  husband. 

“Numerous  other  instances  are  related  of  her  releasing  captives 
that  were  taken  by  her  nation  in  their  many  wars  with  the  whites 
.  .  .  but  her  greatest  service  to  the  white  settlers  was  in  giving  them 
constant  warnings,  through  a  course  of  years,  of  every  intended  raid 
of  the  Cherokees.  The  lightest  hostile  whisper  spoken  in  the  Cherokee 
councils  was  repeated  by  her  to  Isaac  Thomas,  an  Indian  trader,  to 
be  by  him  conveyed  to  John  Sevier  and  James  Robertson  at  Watauga. 
.  .  .  Thus  were  the  whites  always  prepared  for  the  attacks  of  the 
Indians,  and,  with  the  overpowering  numbers  against  them,  it  is  hard 
to  conceive  how  in  any  other  way  they  could  have  been  saved  from 
extermination.  In  doing  this  Nancy  Ward  betrayed  her  own  people, 
but  she  did  so  from  noble  motives  and  in  the  interest  of  humanity, 
and  for  this  service  she  is  to  this  day  held  in  grateful  remembrance 
by  the  descendants  of  the  early  settlers.” 

Nancy  Ward  is  buried  near  Benton  in  Polk  county,  Tennessee.  Her 
resting  place  is  marked  by  a  pyramidal  monument  erected  by  a  chapter 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  of  Chattanooga,  which 
is  named  for  her. 

Another  descendant  of  Nancy  Ward,  a  great  granddaughter  of 
“Squire  Bill”  Day  and  “Polly”  Day,  is  said  to  be  the  first  and  only 
member  to  join  the  D.  A.  R.  on  the  record  of  an  Indian.  She  is  Miss 
Marie  Lowery,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marvin  Lowery  of  Ocoee, 
Tennessee,  (her  mother  is  our  first  cousin).  The  Chattanooga,  Tenn- 
esse,  News-Free  Press  of  June  11,  1943,  said  of  her:  “One  of  the  most 
interesting  and  most  beautiful  of  the  belles  to  be  presented  at  the 
Cotton  Ball  this  year  is  Miss  Marie  Lowery  of  Ocoee,  Tennessee.  Miss 
Lowery  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Nancy  Ward,  the  famous  ‘Beloved 
Woman’  of  the  Cherokee  Tribe  which  aided  the  colonies  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  The  belle-to-be  has  just  had  the  record  of  Nancy  Ward 
accepted  as  an  eligible  ancestor  in  the  Society  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  Revolution — which  makes  her  the  first  and  only  member  who  has 
joined  the  DAR  on  the  record  of  an  Indian.  Since  Nancy  Ward  is 
such  an  English-sounding  name,  many  people  forget  that  she  was 
an  Indian.  Originally,  however,  her  name  was  Nana.  And  her  hus¬ 
band  was  also  an  Indian — his  name  was  Kingfisher.  Later  Nana  mar¬ 
ried  an  Englishman  by  the  name  of  John  Ward  and  it  was  after  this 
wedding  that  the  young  Indian  woman  became  known  as  Nancy  Ward. 
Miss  Lowery  is  a  descendant  of  the  former  marriage  of  the  two  In¬ 
dians,  Nana  and  Kingfisher.  Incidentally  Nancy  Ward  was  also  known 
as  the  Pocahontas  of  the  West;  but  whereas  Pocahontas  saved  one 
life,  she  saved  hundreds  of  lives.” 


OF  ENGLISH  DESCENT 


In  later  life  father  attempted  to  gather  all  the  data  possible  with 
reference  to  his  family  but  succeeded  in  getting  no  further  back  than 
his  great  grandfather,  Benjamin  Atkins,  Sr.,  who  was  probably  the  first 
of  the  name  to  come  to  America.  He  emigrated  from  England  pro- 
ably  a  good  many  years  prior  to  the  American  Revolution  and  settled 
in  Laurens  District,  South  Carolina.  Whether  he  married  after  coming 
to  America  or  whom  he  married  could  not  be  ascertained.  However, 
there  were  born  to  this  couple  eight  children,  namely: 
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(1)  Thomas,  who  settled  in  Alabama  in  1808. 

(2)  Daniel,  no  data  as  to  location. 

(3)  Jackson,  no  data  as  to  location. 

(4)  Reed,  who  settled  somewhere  in  Tennessee. 

(5)  Elizabeth,  who  married  a  Dendy. 

(6)  William,  who  settled  in  Mississippi. 

(7)  James,  who  settled  in  Mississippi  and  later  moved  to  Texas. 

(8)  Benjamin,  his  grandfather,  who  moved  to  Northern  Alabama 
and  settled  there  about  the  year  1835. 


CHILDREN  OF  BENJAMIN  ATKINS 

Benjamin  Atkins  married  Rhoda  Howell,  daughter  of  William  and 
Margaret  Howell,  of  Laurens  District,  South  Carolina.  They  had  eleven 
children,  namely: 

(1)  James  Atkins,  Sr.,  father’s  father,  who  was  born  in  Laurens 
District,  South  Carolina,  in  1817  and  died  at  Tallahassee,  Florida, 
May  17,  1886,  and  is  buried  at  Monticello,  Fla.  He  joined  the  Hol- 
ston  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  about  1837  or  1838  and 
was  a  minister  of  that  church  until  the  day  of  his  death.  (For  details 
as  to  his  life  and  labors  see  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  booklet. 

(2)  Elizabeth,  married  Richard  Norton,  settled  in  Clarke  county, 
Arkansas;  had  three  sons  and  two  girls,  Preston,  James,  Buck,  Artemissa 
and  Rhoda. 

(3)  Madison,  settled  in  North  Alabama;  born  1818,  died  1873; 
had  two  sons  and  one  daughter  by  first  marriage,  James  M.,  B.  Frank 
and  Arminda,  who  married  a  Hammond. 

(4)  Stacia,  married  Enoch  Ellis,  settled  in  North  Alabama. 

(5)  Martha,  married  Ellis  Gassoway,  settled  in  Cass  county,  Ala. 

(6)  Malinda,  married  Berry  Alford,  settled  in  Arkansas  in  1858. 

(7)  William  (M.  D.),  settled  in  Trenton,  Georgia,  and  practiced 
medicine  there  until  his  death  in  1860;  had  three,  sons,  James  Sullins, 
Will  and  Mat,  who  settled  in  or  around  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  and 
three  girls  whose  names  are  unknown. 

(8)  Benjamin,  settled  in  Clark  county,  Arkansas,  and  had  two 
sons,  one  of  whom  was  named  James. 

(9)  Asbury,  married  Elizabeth  Farmer,  died  in  North  Alabama 
in  1855;  left  a  son,  Bud,  and  a  daughter,  Lou;  his  widow  moved  to 
East  Tennessee  and  married  Chris  Davis  near  Riceville. 

(10)  Abram  Allen,  settled  in  McMinn  county,  Tennessee,  moved 
to  Missouri,  died  in  1876;  two  sons,  Will  and  Taylor,  who  returned  to 
McMinn  county,  Tennessee,  to  live. 

(11)  Anderson  Taylor,  settled  in  McMinn  county,  Tennessee;  mar¬ 
ried  Narcissa  Bandy,  moved  to  Peace  Valley,  Mo.,  and  was  believed  to 
be  living  at  the  time  this  was  compiled  (1900). 
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CHILDREN  OF  JAMES  ATKINS,  SR.  AND 
MARY  JACKSON  FOWLER  ATKINS 

I:  Elizabeth  Gates  Atkins,  born  January,  1844,  married  Anderson 
J.  McFarland  of  Rossville,  Georgia,  January,  1873;  died  in  Ross- 
ville,  Georgia,  August  10,  1885.  They  had  six  children,  Tommy, 
Mary  Lizzie,  Sally,  Jimmy  and  Johnny  (twins),  and  William  Wal¬ 
lace.  Wallace  died  February  14,  1895,  at  Rossville,  Georgia,  age 
14.  Only  one  grew  to  adulthood: 

(A)  Mary  Lizzie,  born  October  8,  1876,  at  Rossville,  Georgia; 
married  Wiley  Grover  Haddock  of  Quitman,  Georgia,  Oc¬ 
tober  11,  1905;  living,  1946,  at  Hapeville,  Georgia.  They 
had  five  children: 

(1)  William  Anderson,  born  November  28,  1906;  married 
Lorie  Torburg  March  15,  1928;  one  child: 

(a)  Betty  Joan,  born  September  11,  1930. 

(2)  Wiley  Grover,  Jr.,  born  April  21,  1908;  married  Julie 
Clanton;  died  October  27,  1940;  one  child: 

(a)  James  William,  born  September,  1933. 

(3)  Gordon  McFarland,  born  July  16,  1910;  married  Laura 
Sophia  Owens  September  4,  1937;  one  child: 

(a)  Roberta  Lynn,  born  November  5,  1941. 

(4)  Benjamin  Franklin,  born  July  16,  1912;  married 
Lillian  Bradbury  May  15,  1937;  no  children. 

(5)  Mae,  born  December  13,  1917;  married  Roscoe  Aldwin 
Morgan  November  26,  1936;  two  children: 

(a)  Edith  Ann,  born  June  1,  1938. 

(b)  Merian  June,  born  August  16,  1941. 

II:  Joseph  Jackson  Atkins,  born  Athens,  Tennessee,  May  20,  1846; 
married  Lizzie  Atkin,  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  December,  1872. 
They  had  four  children: 

(A)  Mary  Ellis,  born  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  September  9,  1873; 
married  Alfred  Young  Burrows  (died  March  27,  1937);  died 
April  20,  1940.  They  had  two  children: 

(1)  Frank  Jackson  Burrows,  born  Knoxville,  Tennessee, 
April  9,  1897;  married  Buena  Ford;  no  children. 

(2)  Elizabeth,  born  January  20,  1895;  married  E.  M. 
Tate;  died  September  17,  1917;  no  children. 

(B)  Charles,  never  married;  died  at  age  about  30  in  Denver.  Col. 

(C)  Lennis,  married  Harrie  T.  Leonard  of  Rouses  Point,  N.  Y.; 
died  in  1941;  no  children. 

(D)  Joseph  Jackson,  Jr.,  born  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  May  12, 
1890;  married  Birdie  Cynthia  Martin  of  Scottsboro,  Ala.; 
reside  in  Asheville,  North  Carolina;  one  son: 

(1)  James  Martin  Atkins,  born  Asheville,  North  Carolina, 
August  5,  1915;  married  Eulalia  Darden,  of  Kenley, 
North  Carolina,  September,  1937;  one  daughter: 

(a)  Cynthia  Darden,  born  Asheville,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  January  23,  1941. 

Ill:  Benjamin  Elberfield  Atkins,  born  Athens,  Tennessee,  August  21, 
1848;  died  Russellville,  Kentucky,  February  25,  1909,  buried  in 
Gastonia,  North  Carolina;  married  Ruth  Jane  Day  at  Chatata, 
Tennessee,  October  14,  1875;  died  in  Gastonia,  North  Carolina, 
January  30,  1921.  They  had  five  children: 
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(A)  Emmet  Day,  born  Chatata,  Tennessee,  June  16,  1878;  mar¬ 
ried  Kate  Blackwell  Murrey  of  Lewisburg,  Tennessee,  June 
8,  1905;  living,  1946,  Gastonia,  North  Carolina.  Four  child¬ 
ren: 

(1)  James  Murrey,  born  Russellville,  Kentucky;  May  19, 
1906;  married  Judith  Woods  of  Meridian,  Mississippi, 
June  12,  1935;  three  children: 

(a)  James  Murrey,  Jr.,  born  Charlotte,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  February  4,  1937. 

(b)  Judith  Woods,  born  Charlotte,  North  Carolina, 
September  27,  1939. 

(c)  Katherine  Grier,  born  Charlotte,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  October  26,  1943. 

(2)  Ennis  Woodall,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  Aug¬ 
ust  17,  1909,  married  Charlie  Matlock,  of  Athens, 
Tennessee,  July  16,  1933;  two  children: 

(a)  Betty,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1936. 

(b)  Martha,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  Au¬ 
gust  20,  1940. 

(3)  Emmet  Day,  Jr.,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  Aug¬ 
ust  17,  1915;  not  married;  living,  1946,  at  Miami,  Fla. 

(4)  Lloyd  Jackson,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  June 
30,  1917,  married  Frankie  Mears  Kaschub,  of  Gas¬ 
tonia,  North  Carolina,  August  11,  1946. 

(B)  James  William,  born  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  October  17, 
1880;  married  Vinnie  Leal  Stewart  of  Dunlap,  Tennessee, 
June  28,  1906;  two  children: 

(1)  Benjamin  Emmet,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina, 
July  9,  1907;  married  Sarah  Estelle  Garland  of  Gas¬ 
tonia,  North  Carolina,  October  29,  1928;  two  children: 

(a)  Benjamin  Emmet,  Jr.,  born  Gastonia,  North 
Carolina,  September  7,  1930. 

(b)  Woods  Garland,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina, 
February  27,  1935. 

(2)  William  Stewart,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  Au¬ 
gust  22,  1913;  married  Clara  Blanche  Pugh,  of  Gas¬ 
tonia,  North  Carolina,  November  6,  1930;  two  child¬ 
ren: 

(a)  James  Harrison,  born  Gastonia,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  September  16,  1J931. 

(b)  Claire  Stewart,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina, 
-  December  18,  1937. 

(C)  Mary  Fowler,  born  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  October  5, 
1882;  died  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  July  11,  1909.  Buried 
Hollywood  Cemetery,  Gastonia,  North  Carolina. 

(D)  Lillian  Jackson,  born  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  June  30, 
1886;  married  Frank  Curtis  Michael  of  Gibsonville,  North 
Carolina,  August  5,  1918,  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  Four  children: 

(1)  Curtis  Atkins,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  Oc¬ 
tober  4,  1921;  married  Gloria  Palestine  Rutledge  of 
Hardin,'  North  Carolina,  May  8,  1946. 

(2)  Atkins  Day,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1923;  married  Shirley  Ann  Kessell  at  Gastonia, 
North  Carolina,  August  22,  1944.  One  child. 


•*n i  ,  r  £ik •'  lu  X3V!  1  it 

tiqq,a.-;ii  ii'  ,rtjel».vf*K  a  rfloo  >V  dJibu1.  Wnjiflt  ;8  fQr 

ty  :  I  ,  ' 

•  '  ifJv/W 

.8$Gl  tfeiotoli  ,jz<i  i 

. 

rniti'/  fv  Ti/sm  ;0i  • ' 

,js'  ioia«0  nr;-,d  t.ii  /sramS  ifimutasQ 

■ 

•oimO  riltoK  ,<  i tori*  17  mod  «iio*rrt*H  soul  (.:) 

,  .lifotAO  ditoM  ,#i!  .'.jfifii)  mod  <  i*w»J  miii'J  (d) 

.»  -<ii  ,81  * 

.'8  anu\  i)t  M  .^ffiva  #Jv  mw  tn<  h«£  nt  tlJ  (Q) 

1 4  ,-r  v’  oed;0  lu  1st  :  •  ’ 

siii 

RholO  b  Hit  a  >  txfol 

•>i i . ‘  ,  )  4  -  ' .  ,!•: ’  .  jv  v  y  •  o  .  >  .'j  icYi 


Diary  of  Benjamin  E.  Atkins 


95 


(a)  Atkins  Day,  Jr.,  born  November  10,  1946. 

(3)  Ruth  Day,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  September 
25,  1925. 

(4)  Bennie  Jo,  born  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  May  25, 
1929. 

(E)  Bennie  Weaver,  born  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  June  13, 
1888;  married  Claude  Robert  Miller  of  Barboursville,  West 
Virginia,  at  Gastonia,  North  Carolina  September  14,  1910. 
One  child: 

(1)  Robert  Elberfield,  born  Barboursville,  West  Virginia, 
November  12,  1911;  married  Earlene  Joan  Russell 
of  Newark,  Ohio,  October  7,  1945;  one  child: 

(a)  Dawn  Elizabeth,  born  December  4,  1946,  at 
Montgomery,  West  Virginia. 

IV:  James  Atkins,  Jr.,  born  April  18,  1850,  at  Jonesboro,  Tennessee; 
died  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  December  6,  1923;  married  Ella 
Branner,  (born  at  Mossy  Creek,  Tennessee,  October  10,  1858), 
at  Mossy  Creek,  Tennessee,  September,  1876;  died  at  Waynesville, 
North  Carolina,  August  1,  1916.  Four  children: 

(A)  Mary  Lyons,  born  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  July  18,  1877, 
died  Emory,  Virginia,  May  1890;  buried  at  Emory,  Virginia. 

(B)  Love  Branner,  born  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  May  23,  1880; 
married  Reverend  John  Walter  Shackford  at  Waynesville, 
North  Carolina,  February  14,  1906.  Seven  children: 

(a)  John  Branner,  married  Margie  Brown.  One  child: 
(1)  Martha  Dillow. 

(b)  James  Atkins,  married  Ada  Morrow.  Two  children: 

(1)  Margaret  Hilliard 

(2)  Martha  Hale 

(c)  Joseph  Temple,  married  Virginia  Johnson.  Four  child¬ 
ren: 

(1)  Joseph  Temple,  Jr. 

(2)  John  Starling. 

(3)  James  Hilliard 

(4)  Virginia  Pauline. 

(d)  Ella  Kingsbury,  married  Lyle  Otterness.  One  child: 

(1)  Patricia  Louise. 

(e)  Love  Branner,  married  Thomas  Roger  Walker.  Two 
children: 

(1)  Thomas  Roger,  Jr. 

(2)  Robert  Shackford. 

(f)  Margaret  Jackson,  unmarried. 

(g)  Elizabeth  Bland,  married  William  Sidney  Matthews. 
One  child: 

(1)  William  Sidney,  Jr. 

(C)  James  III,  born  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  August  24,  1884; 
married  Elizabeth  Sloan  November  24,  1910;  died  Waynes¬ 
ville,  North  Carolina,  December  28,  1937.  Four  children: 

(a)  James  IV,  born  October  24,  1911;  died  August  31, 
1928,  at  Waynesville,  North  Carolina. 

(b)  Benjamin  Sloan,  married  Dorothy  DuBois,  no  child¬ 
ren: 

(c)  Joseph  Jackson,  married  Ruth  Greene.  Two  children: 

(1)  Joseph  Jackson,  Jr. 

(2)  Ruth  Elizabeth. 

(d)  Richard  Branner,  born  July  25,  1923;  died  September 
6,  1925. 
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(D)  Hilliard  Branner,  born  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  August 
23,  1887;  married  first,  Nora  Swift  in  1914,  second,  Kather¬ 
ine  Ray  in  1939;  died  Waynesville,  North  Carolina,  October 
10,  1945. 

V:  George  Jackson  Atkins,  born  Sweetwater,  Tennessee,  October  30, 
1852;  married  Minnie  Frances  Arnold  of  Thomasville,  North 
Carolina,  at  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  December  22,  1892;  died 
Newells,  North  Carolina,  July  12,  1911  (buried  at  Newells).  Three 
children: 

(A)  Frances  Arnold,  born  April  22,  1894;  married  Robert  T. 
Tomlinson  at  Brevard,  North  Carolina,  September  12,  1923; 
no  children;  living  at  Thomasville,  North  Carolina. 

(B)  Josephine  Branner,  born  December  5,  1896;  married  (first) 
Russell  A.  Barnhardt  February  3,  1917,  at  Salisbury,  North 
Carolina;  married  (second)  Willis  J.  Cunningham  of  Ashe¬ 
ville,  North  Carolina,  July,  1936.  One  son  (by  first  hus¬ 
band)  : 

(a)  James  Carmel  (Sonny)  Barnhardt. 

(C)  Janice  Jackson,  born  September  7,  1900;  married  (first) 
Zebulon  Vance  Edwards  December  31,  1929,  at  High  Point, 
North  Carolina;  married  (second)  Sherman  Swain  of  High 
Point,  North  Carolina. 


IN  WORLD  WAR  TWO 


Father  had  five  grandsons  in  Uncle  Sam’s  armed  forces  in  World 
War  II  who  served  their  country  faithfully  and  efficiently.  They  were: 

Lt.  (j.  g.)  Robert  Elberfield  Miller,  U.  S.  N.,  only  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Claude  R.  Miller  (Bennie  Weaver  Atkins),  of  Huntington,  West 
Virginia.  He  was  commissioned  an  ensign  in  the  Navy  April,  1942, 
and  was  sent  to  Ohio  State  University  for  training  as  a  dentist.  He 
received  his  D.  D.  S.  degree  from  that  institution  June  8,  1945,  and  on 
that  date  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant,  junior  grade,  in  the  Dental 
Corps  of  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve.  Following  graduation  he 
was  stationed  at  the  Naval  Operating  Base  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  until 
May  29,  1946,  when  he  was  discharged  at  Camp  Shelton,  Virginia.  He 
settled  at  Montgomery,  West  Virginia,  where  he  is  now  practicing 
dentistry.  He  married  Earlene  Joan  Russell,  of  Newark,  Ohio,  October 
7,  1945.  They  have  one  child,  Dawn  Elizabeth,  born  December  5,  1946. 


Curtis  Atkins  Michael,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  C.  Michael 

(Lillian  Jackson  Atkins)  of  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  entered  the  ser¬ 
vice  October  8,  1942,  in  the  aviation  section.  Received  basic  training 
at  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  October  8,  1942,  to  January  2,  1943;  attended 
radio  school  at  Chicago  from  January  2nd  to  May  1,  1943;  attended  radio 
school  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  May  1st  to  September  1,  1943;  attended 
armor  school  at  Denver,  Colorado,  September  13th  to  November  27, 
1943.  He  was  then  assigned  to  the  488th  Heavy  Bomber  Group  at 
Tampa,  Florida,  where  he  remained  from  November  27,  1943,  until 
November  25,  1945.  He  was  discharged  at  Fort  Bragg,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  February  11,  1946.  Married  Gloria  Palestine  Rutledge  May  8, 
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1946.  Resides  in  Gastonia  where  he  holds  a  position  with  Mill  & 
Marine  Electric,  Incorporated. 


Atkins  Day  Michael,  younger  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  C.  Michael 
of  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  enlisted  December  14,  1942,  in  the  United 
States  Naval  Air  Corps  and  took  his  training  as  a  Naval  Air  Cadet 
at  Great  Lakes,  Illinois,  Norman,  Oklahoma,  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
Columbia,  South  Carolina,  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  Athens,  Georgia,  and 
Jacksonville,  Florida.  He  was  discharged  from  the  service  September 
24,  1945,  and  resumed  his  studies  in  electrical  engineering  at  State 
College,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  Married  Shirley  Ann  Kessell  of 
Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  August  22,  1944.  They  have  one  son,  Atkins 
Day  Michael,  11,  born  November  10,  1946. 


Lloyd  Jackson  Atkins,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emmet  D. 
Atkins,  enlisted  in  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force  at  Calgary,  Alberta, 
Canada,  November  13,  1941.  He  received  his  training  at  Edmonton, 
High  River  and  Calgary.  Received  his  R.  C.  A.  F.  pilot  wings  March 
5,  1943,  at  Calgary,  Alberta.  Embarked  for  overseas  service  March  29, 
1943,  from  Halifax,  Novia  Scotia,  aboard  the  Queen  Elizabeth.  Con¬ 
tinued  training  in  England  with  the  R.  A.  F.  and  transferred  to  the 
U.  S.  Army  Air  Force  November  3,  1943,  at  London,  England.  Served 
approximately  one  year  with  Second  Gunnery  and  Tow  Target  Flight 
in  England.  Transferred  to  357th  Flight  Group  January  20,  1945,  and 
flew  26  combat  missions  in  P-51s.  Was  awarded  Air  Medal  and  two 
Oak  Leaf  Clusters.  Joined  Occupational  Air  Force  at  Munich,  Ger¬ 
many,  July  26,  1945.  Sailed  from  Antwerp,  Belgium,  October  22,  1945, 
and  was  discharged  January  7,  1946,  at  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina. 
Married  Frankie  Meares  Kaschub  at  Gastonia,  North  Carolina,  August 
11,  1946.  They  reside  in  Gastonia. 


Emmet  Day  Atkins,  Jr.,  third  son  of  Emmet  Day  and  Kate  Murrey 
Atkins,  was  inducted  into  the  army  at  Fort  McPherson,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
in  March,  1942.  Served  there  as  an  interviewing  clerk  in  the  induction 
center  for  several  months  and  then  applied  for  transfer  to  the  Air 
Force,  being  admitted  as  a  flying  cadet.  Received  his  primary  train¬ 
ing  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas,  basic  training  at  Randolph  Field,  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  and  advanced  training  at  Foster  Field,  Victoria,  Texas, 
where  he  received  his  wings  and  was  commissioned  as  second  lieutenant. 
Took  operational  traiping  at  Mabry  Field,  Tallahassee,  Florida,  and 
Morris  Field,  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and  was  assigned  to  air  pa¬ 
trol  duty  in  Puerto  Rico.  From  there  he  went  to  India  in  1943  and 
served  18  months,  meanwhile  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenant.  Returned  to  the  States  in  the  fall  of  1944  and  was  stationed 
at  Westhampton  Beach,  Long  Island,  New  York,  as  an  instructor. 
Received  his  discharge  in  the  fall  of  1945  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
Is  in  public  relations  department  (1946)  of  Pan  American  Airways  at 
Miami,  Florida. 


THE  END. 
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